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THE  DESERTED  VILLAGE. 

[A  picture  of  the  village  n  the  days  of  its  prssperity.] 

8WEET  Auburn  !  lovelieat  village  of  the  plain. 

Where  health  and  plenty  cheered  the  laboring  awain, 

\Vhere  amiling  spring  its  earlieBt  visit  paid, 

And  parting  summer's  lingering  blooms  delay'd; 

Dear  lovely  bowers  of  innocence  and  ease. 

Seats  of  my  youth,  when  every  sport  could  ploase, 

How  often  hfcve  I  loitered  o'er  thy  green, 

Where  humble  happiness  endeared  each  scene  I 

How  often  liav«>  I  paased  on  overy  charm, 

The  sheltered  cot,  the  cultivated  fjirm, 

The  never-failing  brook,  the  busy  mill. 

The  decent  church  that  topt  the  neighboring  hill. 

The  hawthorn  bush,  with,  seats  beneatti  the  shade. 

For  talking  age  and  whispering  lovers  made  I 

How  often  have  I  blessed  the  coming  day, 

When  toil  remitting  lent  its  turn  to  play. 

And  all  the  village  train,  from  labor  free. 

Led  up  their  t^     "a  beneath  the  spreading  tree; 

While  many  a  ^    ^time  circled  in  the  shade. 

The  young  contending  as  the  old  survey'd ; 

And  many  a  gambol  frolicked  o'er  the  ground. 

And  sleights  of  art  and  feats  of  strength  went  round ; 

And  still  as  each  repeated  pleasure  tir'd. 

Succeeding  sports  the  mirthful  band  inspired ; 

The  dancing  pair  that  simply  sought  renow-n. 

By  holding  out  to  tire  each  other  down ; 

The  swain,  mistrustleea  of  liis  smutted  face. 

Wlhile  secret  laughter  tit*  red  round  the  place; 

The  bashful  virgin's  sidelong  looks  of  love. 

The  matron's  glance  that  woulr  those  looks  reprove. 
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'riifi8o  were  thy  cliarma,  Hwret  village!  sporta  like  th 
With  gweet  uuctcssion.  tjjught  «*'rn  toil  to pleaae; 
Tlw^e  roun.l  th.v  bowers*  tljeir  dieer/ul  ir^'uence  »hed, 
These  wore  thy  tlmrni^-  but  all  those  charnis  are  fled. 

[.1   companion  piclnre :  the  village  in  the  dayt  of  its  tUtO' 

tation.] 

Sweet  smiling  villiige,  loveliest  of  the  lawn, 
Thy  Kports  are  lied,  and  all  thy  charms  withdrawn; 
Anudnt  tljy  bowers  thc^  tyrant's  hand  is  Been, 
And  dosolatinn  sadden-  all  thy  green; 
Ono  only  ma.stcr  grasps  tJie  whole   ioniain, 
And  half  a  village  etintH  thy  smiling  plain ; 
Xo  more  thy  ghiasy  brook  reflects  the  day, 
J^ut,  choked  with  sedges,  works  it«  weedy  way; 
AJong  tliy  gir.    -3.  a  solitary  guost. 
The  hollow-rtounding  hittorn  guard/?  ita  nettt; 
Ainidet  thy  d<'*nt  walks  the  lai)wiug  flies, 
And  tin's  thci-  echoes  with  unvaried  cries. 
Sunk  are  thy  bowers  in  shapeless  ruin  all. 
And  the  long  gniss  o'ertops  the  mouldering  wall; 
And,  trembling,  shrinking  from  the  spoiler's  hand, 
Far,  far  away,  thy  children  leave  tlie  land. 

[lieasnns  why  village  life  should  decay;  luxury,  and  increase 
of  wealth  and  trade  dpflroy  agricultural  interests.'] 

ill  faros  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a  prey, 
Where  wealth  accumulates,  and  men  decay; 
Princes  and  lords  may  flourish,  01  may  fade; 
A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath  has  made; 
Hut  a  bold  peasantry,  their  oountr"'o  pride. 
When  once  destroyed,  can  nevei        Supplied. 

.\  time  there  was,  ero  England's  griefs  began,  v 

When  every  rood  of  ground  maintained  its  man; 
For  him  light  labor  spread  her  wholesome  store. 
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iTiiRt  gave  what  lifr>  rpqnirwl,  hut  par**  r.n  more; 
His  boat  companiotia,  innocotwo  und  lioaltl 
And  hii  best  richoB,  ignornnoe  of  wealth. 

But  ti'mpfl  are  nlftwred  ;  tra(1e*«  unf«'<»lin?  train 
UBurp  the  Innrl,  antl  disposBOPs  the  swnin ; 
Alonjf  the  ]nvn\  whero  scatterH  hamlets  ros»». 
Unwieldy  wejiJtli  and  rumbroim  pon)p  ropose: 
And  every  wnnt  to  opulence  nllied. 
And  every  pan,?  that  folly  pays  to  pridp. 
Those  gentle  hours  that  plentv  bnrle  to  bloom. 
Those  palm  dosiros  that  nsked  hut  littlo  room. 
Those  healthful  sports  that  jrrnrc'd  the  peaoe.fiil  srcno. 
Lived  in  eneh  lr»ok.  and  br  vMtenH  nil  the  prrrpn ; 
These,  far  departing,  soek  n  Kindor  shore. 
And  rural  mirth  and  Minnners  nro  no  more. 

\The  poet  mvsps  nn  the  charms  (if  the  vWnqr  and  retniea  how 
he  had  hoped  to  end  his  days  therc.'\ 

Sweet  Auburn !  pnrent  of  tho  bljpsf'il  hour. 
Thy  glades  forlorn  confess  the  tyrnnt's  power. 
Here,  as  T  take  my  solitary  rounds. 
Amidst  thy  tangling  walks  and  mined  g   ninds, 
And.  many  a  year  elapsed,  return  to  view 
Where  once  the  cottnge  stood,  the  hawthorn  it  ^v, 
Remembramce  wakes,  with  all  her  busy  trails 
Swells  at  my  brea«t,  and  turns  *he  past  to  paiv 

In  all  my  wand'rlngs  round  this  wo..v.  of  care. 
In  all  my  griefs — and  Ood  has  ;nven  my  share — 
T  still  had  hopes,  my  latest  hours  to  crown. 
Amidst  these  humble  bowers  to  lay  me  down; 
To  husband  out  life's  taper  at  the  close. 
And  keep  the  flame  from  wasting  by  repose ; 
I  Still  had  hopes,  for  pride  attends  us  still, 
Amidst  the  swains  to  show  my  book-leamed  skill, 
Around  my  fire  an  evening  group  to  draw. 
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And  tell  of  all  I  felt,  and  all  I  saw; 
And  as  an  hare  whom  hounds  and  horns  pursue 
l-ante  to  tho  place  from  whence  at  first  she  flew. 
1  still  had  hopes,  my  long  vexations  past 
Here  to  return— and  die  at  home  at  last. 

[A  picture  of  a  beautiful  and  peaceful  old  age.} 

0  blest  retirement,  friend  to  life's  decline, 
Ketreats  from  care,  that  never  must  be  mine. 
How  happy  he  who  crowns,  in  shades  like  these. 
A  youth  of  labor  with  an  age  of  ease  • 
mo  quits  a  world  where  strong  temptations  try, 
And  since  'tis  hard  to  combat,  learns  to  fly » 
For  him  no  wretches,  bom  to  work  and  weep 
^xplore  the  mine,  or  tempt  the  dangerous  dSp- 
No  surly  porter  stands  in  guilty  state, 
To  spurn  imploring  famine  from  the'  gate  • 
But  on  he  moves  to  meet  his  latter  end       ' 
Angels  around  befriending  \irtue's  frifJnd ; 
Bends  to  the  gr&xe  with  unperceived  decav 
While  resignation  gently  slopes  the  way^' 
And  all  his  prospects  brightening  to  the  last. 
His  hieaven  commences  ere  the  world  be  past. 

^'^^'S/LZTrr  ^i'fj'^i:'^  'o^mds  of  the  viliage  when  it 
was  populated  with  the  silence  that  now  reigns  there  ■" 

Sweet  was  the  s^und,  nhen  oft  at  evening's  close, 
lip  yonder  hiU  the  village  murmur  rose; 
There,  as  I  passed  with  careless  steps  and  slow 
Ihe  mingling  notes  came  softened  from  below- 
1  he  swain  responsive  as  the  milk-maid  sung, ' 
Ihe  sober  herd  that  lowed  to  meet  their  young- 
The  noisy  geese  that  gabhlod  o'er  the  pool       ' 
The  playful  children  just  let  loose  from  school; 
The  watchdog's  voice  that  bayed  the  whispering  wind. 
And  the  loud  l8.u>fh  that  spoke  the  vacant  mind  •— 
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These  all  in  sweet  confusion  sought  the  shade, 
And  filled  each  pause  the  nightingale  had  made. 
But  now  the  sounds  of  population  fail. 
No  cheerful  murrpurs  fluctuate  in  the  gale; 
No  busy  steps  the  grass-grown  foot\vay  tread, 
For  all  the  bloomy  flush  of  life  is  fled ; 
All  but  yon  widowed,  solitary  thing, 
That  feebly  bends  beside  the  plashy  spring ; 
She,  wretched  matron,  forced  in  age,  for  bread, 
To  strip  the  brook  with  mantling  cresses  spread, 
To  pick  her  wintry  faggot  from  the  thorn, 
To  seek  her  nightly  shed,  and  weep  till  morn  ; 
She  only  left  of  all  the  harmless  train. 
The  sad  historian  of  the  pensive  plain. 

[The  village  preacher.'] 

Near  yonder  copse,  whei-e  once  the  garden  smiled, 
And  gtill  where  many  a  garden  flower  grows  wild ; 
There,  where  a  few  torn  shrubs  the  place  disclose, 
The  village  preacher's  modest  mansion  rose. 
A  man  he  was  to  all  the  country  dear. 
And  passing  rich  with  forty  povmds  a  year; 
Remote  from  towns  he  ran  his  godly  race. 
Nor  e'er  had  changed,  nor  wished  to  change  his  place; 
Unpractised  he  to  fawn,  or  seek  for  power. 
By  doctrines  fashioned  to  the  varying  hour; 
Far  other  aims  his  heart  had  learned  to  prize, 
Motc  skilled  to  raise  tlie  wretched  than  to  rise. 
His  house  was  known  to  all  the  vjigrant  train. 
He  chid  their  wanderings,  but  relieved  their  pain ; 
The  long  remembered  beggar  was  his  guest. 
Whose  beard  descending  swept  his  aged  breast : 
The  ruined  spendthrift,  now  no  longer  proud. 
Claimed  kindred  there,  and  had  his  claims  allowed ; 
The  broken  soldier,  kindly  bade  to  stay, 
Sat  by  his  fire,  and  talked  the  night  away ; 
Wept  o'er  his  wound*,  or  tales  of  sorrow  done, 
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IK^'^-li?'!'  '''^^''^'  '''^^  «^'°^'^  ^«^  fields  were  won. 
Plea^d  with  his  gueste,  the  good  man  learned  to  glow. 
And  quite  forgot  their  vices  in  their  woe; 
Careless  their  merite  or  their  faults  to  scan. 
His  pity  gave  ere  charity  began. 

Thus  to  relieve  the  wretched  was  his  pride. 
And  e en  his  failings  leaned  to  virtue's  side- 
iiut  in  his  duty  prompt  at  every  call 
He  watched  and  wept,  he  prayed  and' felt  for  all ; 
And,  as  a  bird  each  fond  endearment  tries 
lo  tempt  itB  new-fledged  offspring  to  the  skies. 
He  tried  each  art,  reproved  each  dull  delay. 
Allured  to  brighter  worlds,  and  led  the  way. 

Beside  the  bed  where  parting  life  wa«  laid 
And  sorrow,  guilt,  and  pain  by  turns  dismayed, 
Ihe  reverend  champion  stood.     At  liis  control, 
JJespair  and  anguish  flod  the  struggling  soul  • 
Comfort  came  down  the  trembling  wretch  to' raise 
And  his  last  faltering  accents  whispered  praise.       ' 

At  church,  with  meek  and  unaffected  grace, 
His  looks  adorned  the  venerable  place; 
Truth  from  his  lips  prevailed  with  double  sway. 
And  fools,  wlw  came  to  scoff,  remained  to  pray 
The  service  passed,  around  the  pious  man. 
With  steady  zeal,  each  honest  rustic  ran; 
E'en  cliildren  followed  with  endearing  wile. 
And  plucked  his  gown,  to  share  the  good  man's  smile 
His  ready  smile  a  parent's  warmth  expressed. 
Their  wolfare  pleased  him,  and  their  cares  distressed: 
lo  them,  his  heart,  his  love,  his  griefs  were  given, 
But  all  his  serious  thoughts  had  rest  in  heaven 
As  some  tall  cliff  that  lifts  its  awful  form. 
Swells  from  the  vale,  and  midway  leaves  the  storm 
Though  round  its  breast  tlie  rolling  clouds  are  spread 
Eternal  sunshine  settles  on  its  head.  ' 


THB    DHBSBTED    YILLAOB. 


[7*^0  villaga  schoolmaster.'] 

Beside  yon  straggling  fence  that  skirts  the  way, 
With  blossomed  furze  unprofitably  gay. 
There,  in  his  noisy  mansion,  skilled  to  rule, 
The  village  master  taught  his  little  school ; 
A  man  severe  he  was,  and  stem  to  view, 
1  knew  him  well,  and  every  truant  knew; 
Well  had  the  boding  tremblers  learned  to  trace 
The  day's  disasidrs  in  his  morning's  face; 
Pull  well  they  laughed  with  counterfeited  glee 
At  all  his  jokes,  for  many  a  joke  had  he; 
Full  well  the  busy  whisper,  circling  round. 
Conveyed  the  dismal  tidings  when  he  frowned ; 
Yet  he  was  kind,  or  if  severe  in  aught. 
The  love  he  bore  to  learning  was  in  fault. 
The  village  all  declared  how  much  he  knew; 
'Twas  certain  he  could  write,  and  cipher  too; 
Lands  he  could  measure,  terms  and  tides  presage^ 
And  e'en  the  story  ran  tiiat  he  could  gauge. 
In  arguing,  too,  the  parson  owned  his  skill,  • 
For  e'en  though  vanquished,  he  could  argue  still ; 
While  words  of  learned  length  and  thund'rin  sound 
Amazed  the  gazing  rustics  ranged  around. 
And  still  they  gazed,  and  still  the  wonder  grew 
That  one  small  head  could  carry  all  he  knew. 
But  past  is  all  his  fame.    The  very  spot 
Where  many  a  time  he  triumphed,  is  forgot. 

[The  village  tnn.] 

N"ear  yonder  thorn  that  lifts  its  head  on  high. 
Where  once  the  sign-post  caught  the  passing  eye' 
Low  lies  that  house  where  nut-brown  draughts  inspired. 
Where  gray-beard  mirth  and  smiling  toil  retired. 
Where  village  statesmen  talked  with  looks  profound, 
And  news  much  older  than  their  ale  went  round. 
Imagination  fondly  stoops  to  trace 


d 

fHE    DXSKftTXD    VtLLXQM. 

The  pajlors  splendors  of  that  festive  place- 
The  white-waahed  wall,  the  nicely. saifd^ floor 

?f  e  ohlT^'^. '^"^J^  *^'*t  clicked^behind  i^e  cf^or. 
A  kJ  u'^  <!o«tnved  a  double  debt  to  pav 
A  bed  by  naght,  a  chest  of  drawee  by ^JS  • 
The  pictuj-es  placed  for  ornament  and  u^' 

Th!  t""^Zl  ^""^  ^"^^'  ^^«  ^«yal  ga^e  of^'oose- 
The  hearth   except  when  winter  fhilled  the  d^^ 

iianged  oer  the  chimney,  glistened  in  a  roi 

Vain  transitory  splendors  I  could  not  dl 
Reprieve  the  tottering  mansion  from  ite  fall  I 
Obscure  It  sinks,  nor  shall  it  more  impart 
An  hour's  importance  to  the  poor  ma^'s  heart- 
Thither  no  more  the  peasant  &  repair  ' 
To  sweet  oblivion  of  his  daily  care: 

No  more  the  farmer's  news,  the  baiber'i  tale 
^o  more  the  woodman's  bdlad  sh^I  prevdl' 

l^^n^iV'"^?^'^.'^'^^'  «^^  ^^  to  heir; 
The  host  himsdf  no  longer  shaU  be  found  ' 

Careful  to  see  the  mantling  bliss  go  round  • 
IZul"  '% «^^d»  half-wilJing  toi  pr^t,' 
ShaU  kiss  the  cup  to  pa«  it  to  the  rest 

"■^^'/fri '7^''''?  ^A«/m;,Ze  pleasures  of  a  country  life  with 
the  excitement  and  conventionality  of  a  townlifi] 

ThI?  i-^"*  P'l,"'^  ^^'^^'  *^«  P^oud  disdain, 
These  simple  blessings  of  the  lowly  train- 
To  me  more  deax,  congenial  to  my  heart,  ' 

SpontaneoT^  joys,  where  nature  has  its  pky 

r  •  t.?''L**^^?^'.  ^""^  ^'^  *heir  first-bor^  sway 
Lightly  they  frolic  o'er  the  vacant  mind  ^' 

Unenvied,  unmolested,  unconfined 
But  the  long  pomp,  the  midnight  masquerade, 
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With  all  the  freaks  of  wanton  wealth  arra/d — 
In  these,  ere  triflers  half  their  wish  obtain. 
The  toiling  pleasure  sickens  into  pain; 
And  e'en  while  fashion's  brightest  arts  decoy. 
The  heart  distrusting  asks  ii  this  be  loy. 

[The  evils  of  wealth.    No  place  is  left  for  the  poor."] 

Ye  friends  to  truth,  ye  statesmen  who  survey 
The  rich  man's  joys  increase,  the  poor's  decay, 
'Tis  yours  to  jud^  how  wide  the  limits  stand 
Between  a  splenoid  and 'a  hap;  v  land. 
Proud  swells  the  tide  with  loads  of  freighted  ore. 
And  shouting  Folly  I-^ils  them  from  her  short 
Hoards  e'en  beyond  the  miser's  wish  abound. 
And  rich  men  flock  from  all  the  world  around. 
Yet  count  our  gains.     This  ^v^eaJth  is  but  a  name 
That  leaves  our  useful  products  still  the  same. 
Not  80  the  loss.    The  man  of  wealth  and  pride 
Takes  up  a  space  that  many  poor  supplied ; 
Space  for  his  lake,  his  park's  extended  bounds, 
Space  for  his  horses,  equipage,  and  hounds; 
The  robe  that  wraps  his  limbs  in  silken  sloth 
Has  robbed  the  neighboring  fields  of  half  their  growth ; 
His  seat,  where  solitary  sports  are  seen. 
Indignant  spurns  the  cottage  from  the  green ; 
Around  the  world  .each  needful  produ<it  flies. 
For  all  the  luxuries  the  world  supplies ; 
While  thus  the  land,  adorned  for  pleasure  all, 
In  barren  splendor  fecblj  waits  the  fall. 

As  some  fair  female,  unadorned  and  plain, 
Secure  to  plea«e  while  youth  confirms  her  reign. 
Slights  every  borrowed  charm  that  dress  supplies, 
Nor  shares  with  art  the  triumph  of  her  eyes ; 
But  when  those  charms  are  past,  for  charms  are  frail, 
When  time  advances,  and  when  lovers  fail, 
She  then  ihines  forth,  solicitous  to  bless, 
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In  all  the  glaring  impotence  of  dress  • 

1  hus  faree  the  land  by  luxury  be^y^J  • 

In  nature's  simplest  channs  at  Wrr;aved 

But  verging  to  decline,  it,  spI-^Sri^^    ' 

I^^  nstas  strike,  its  palaces  sm^ri"^     ^ 

Th«  t'.'^*''';?^  ^^  '*"^^«'  f^om  the  smiJimr  larul 

Ind  ZfSt^  a*'"^*.  l^«  ^«  humbleCd! 

The  .^«r, tS  K?"^''  '''^^°"*  ^°«  «™  to  save, ' 
Ihe  country  blooms-a  garden  and  a  grave. 

Tn^i^®  ^Jl^""'  *^ '  '"^^^^  «^all  poverty  reside 
To  scape  the  pressure  of  contig^ousTridT? 

He  dnves  his  flw-ks  to  pick  the  scanty  blade 

And  e  en  the  bare-Trom  common  is  denied. 

If  to  the  city  sped— what  waits  him  there? 

To  ^  r'r"^  *^/*  ^«  "^««t  "ot  share? 

To  mmnP.*^^*''^  ¥°'^"'  "^  oombined 

Tn^^l     Jy^ry  and  thin  mankind: 

vliTi^T  ^T.*^/.'^"«  ^*  P^^««re  know, 
H^  Imw?  ^^  fe»ow^reature'8  woe.     ' 

Tumultaous  grandenr  crowds  the  blazZ  mmn 
Her  modest  looks  the  cottage  might  ador^, 
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Sweet  as  the  primrose  peeps  beneath  the  t  lom ; 

Now  lost  to  all,  her  friends,  her  virtue  fled, 

Near  her  betrayer's  door  she  lays  her  head, 

And,  pinched  with  cold,  and  slirinking  from  the  shower. 

With  ^leavy  heart  deplores  that  luckless  hour, 

When  idly  first,  ambitious  of  the  town. 

She  left  her  wheel  and  roles  of  country  brovn. 

Do  thine  sweet  Auburn,  thine  the  loveMest  train. 
Do  thy  fair  tribes  participate  her  pain? 
E'en  now,  perhaps,  by  cold  and  hunpfer  led, 
At  proud  men's  doors  they  nsk  u  little  bi  ad  I 

[Therefore  the  poor  must  einigrait.'] 

Ah,  no !  To  distant  climes,  a  dreary  scene. 
Where  half  the  convex  world  intrudes  between. 
Through  torrid  tracts  with  fainting  steps  they  go. 
Where  wild  Altama  murmurs  to  their  woe. 
Far  different  there  from  all  that  charmed  before. 
The  various  terrors  of  that  hornd  shore ; 
Those  blazing  suns  that  dart  a  c.ownward  ray. 
And  fiercely  shed  intolerable  day; 
Those  matted  woods  where  bi  -Is  forget  to  sing; 
But  silent  bats  in  drowsy  clusters  cling; 
Those  poisonous  fields  with  rank  luxuriance  cro^vn'd, 
Where  the  dark  scorpion  gathers  death  around ; 
Whoi*e  at  each  step  the  stranger  fears  to  wake 
The  rattling  terrors  of  the  vengeful  snake ; 
Where  crouching  tigers  wait  their  hapless  prey, 
And  savage  men  more  murderous  still  thau  they; 
While  oft  in  whirls  the  mad  tornado  flies, 
Mingling  the  ravaged  landscape  with  the  skies. 
Far  different  these  from  every  former  scene. 
The  cooling  brook,  the  grassy-vested  green, 
The  breezy  covert  of  the  warbling  grove, 
Th,a|;  only  sheltered  thefts  of  harmless  love. 
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A^A^  Ji    •  ^'^^^  ^^'"^""^  the  western  main- 
And  Bhudclenng  still  to  face  the  distantTep' 

The  good  old  8.re  the  first  prepared  to  go  ^• 

He  on^^  w•Ti^  '"^  '^"*'^°"«  ^'i''*"^  brave.    ^ 
5f«  u  ^1   'j^'*^.^^'  ^^"'^'''  beyond  the  grave 
His  lovely  daughter,  lovelier  in  her  teaS 
Ihe  fond  companion  of  his  helpless  years 

^d  left  a  lover's  for  a  father's  arms.         ' 

An^ Vr  ?i?^^'"*'  ^^^  ""^tber  spoke  her  woes 
And  bleeeed  the  cot  where  every  plemire  roT 

In^  .V'''^^T  «^«"^h*l'««  babes^ith  many'a  tear 
^d  clasped  them  close,  in  sorrow  doublv  dea?-       ' 
WhJst  her  fond  husband  strove  to  lend  relief     ' 
In  all  the  silent  manliness  of  grief 


[Luxvry  destroys  rural  viriues.'] 


0  luxury!  thou  curst  by  Heaven's  decree 

hZ  f.  r^'T'^  ^''  *^^°^  ^^^  tbese  for' thee' 
How  do  thy  potions,  with  insidious  joy,  ' 

^iffuse  thear  pleasure  onlv  to  destroy' 

^.fT'^-  •*!"'.'  ^  ''""^^y  ^««t"e««  grown, 
Boa^t  of  a  flond  vigor  not  their  own  • 

A  h?I!2'^     '"^^'*.'"''''  ^^^^  '''"'^  ^arge  thev  grow 
A  bloeted  mass  of  rank  unwieldv  woe  '  ^     ' 

llil,  Bapped  their  strength,  and  every  nart  nn^m^T,^ 

Down.  dowB  they  sink,  and  m^JTXlZT     ' 
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E'en  now  tlie  devastation  is  Ijegun, 
And  half  the  business  of  destruction  done; 
K'en  now,  niethinka,  as  pondering'  here  I  stand, 
1  see  the  rural  virtufs  leave  tlie  land. 
Down  where  yon  anchoring  vessel  spreads  the  sail 
That  idly  waiting  flaps  with  every  gale, 
Downward  they  move,  a  melancholy  band, 
Pass  from  the  shore,  and  darken  all  the  strand, 
(,'ontented  toil,  and  hospitable  care, 
And  kind  connubial  tenderness  are  there. 
And  piety  with  wishes  plactnl  above, 
And  steady  loyalty,  and  faithful  love. 

[And  also  the  arts.     A  fareivell  to  PoetryJ] 

And  thou,  swoet  Poetry,  thou  loveliest  maid, 
Still  first  to  fly  where  sensual  joys  invade; 
Unfit,  in  these  degenerate  times  of  shame, 
To  catch  the  heart,  or  strike  for  honest  fame : 
Dear  charming  nymph,  neglected  and  decried. 
My  shame  in  crowds,  my  solitary  pr.'de. 
Tluou  source  of  all  my  bliss,  and  all  my  woe. 
Thou  found'st  me  pjor  at  first,  and  keep'st  me  so; 
Thou  guide,  by  whidi  tlie  noble  arts  esrcel. 
Thou  nurse  of  every  virtue,  fare  thee  well ! 
Farewell,  and  oh !  where'er  thy  voice  be  tried, 
On  Torno's  cliJfs,  or  Pambamarca's  side. 
Whether  where  equinoctial  fervors  glow, 
Or  winter  wraps  the  polar  world  in  snow, 
Still  let  thy  voice,  prevailing  over  time 
Redress  the  rigors  of  the  inclement  clime; 
Aid  slighted  truth  with  thy  persuasive  strain ; 
Teach  erring  man  to  spurn  the  rage  of  gain ; 
Teach  him,  that  states  of  native  strength  possessed. 
Though  very  poor,  may  still  be  very  lilessed ; 
That  trade's  proud  empire  hastes  to  swi't  decay. 
As  ocean  sweeps  tlie  labored  mole  away ; 
While  self-dependent  power  can  time  defy. 
As  rocks  resist  the  billows  and  the  sky. 
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THE  LADY  Ot  THE  LAKE.  ^ 

PART    I. 

m.w^f  ^.^""V**""*"'  ^'''^  ''*"^  outstrippe,]  his  comrades  and 

hounda^now  crippled  and  sulky,  from  their  vain  pui^^f    hI 

and  wondrous  were  U^  scenes  around  him  ^'  *"** 

The  western  waves  of  ebbing  day 

Rolled  o'er  the  glen  their  level  way; 

Each  purple  peak,  each  flinty  spire. 

Was  bathed  in  floods  of  living  fire. 

But  not  a  setting  beam  could  glow 

Within  the  dark  ravine  below 

Where  twined  the  path,  in  shadow  hid. 

Kound  many  a  rocky  pyramid. 

Shooting  abruptly  from  the  dell 
Its  thunder-splintei^  pinnacle. 
With  boughs  that  quaked  at  every  breath 
»ray  birch  and  aspen  wept  beneath ; 
Aloft,  the  ash  and  warrior  oajc 
Cast  anG);.jr  in  tlie  rifted  rock  • 
And,  higher  yet,  the  pine-tree  hung 
His  shattered  trunk,  and  frequent  flung. 
Where  seemed  the  cliffs  to  meet  on  high. 
His  boughs  athwart  the  narrowed  sky 
Highest  of  all.  where  white  peaks  glanced. 
Where  glistening  s;reamers  waved  and  dinced. 
The  wanderer's  eye  oould  barely  view 
The  summer  heaven's  delicious  blue- 
So  wondrous  wild,  the  whole  might  'seem 
Ihe  scenery  of  a  fairy  dream. 
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And  now,  to  isBue  from  the  glen, 

No  pathway  inoets  the  wanderer's  ken, 

(Inlcgg  he  climb,  with  footing  nine, 

A  far  projecting  precipice. 

The  broom's  tough  roots  his  ladder  made, 

I'he  hazel  saplings  lent  their  aid; 

And  thus  an  airy  point  he  won, 

Where,  gleaming  with  the  setting  sun, 

(Jno  burnished  sheet  of  living  gold, 

Loch  Katrine  lay  beneath  him  rolled; — 

In  all  her  length  far  winding  lay. 

With  promontory,  creek,  and  bay ; 

And  islands  that,  empurpled  bright. 

Floated  amid  the  livelier  light ; 

And  mountains,  that  like  giants  stand, 

To  sentinel  enchanted  land. 

High  on  the  south,  huge  Ben-venue 

Down  on  the  lake  in  masses  threw 

Crags,  knolls,  and  mounds,  confusedly  hurled, — 

Tlie  fragments  of  an  earlier  world; 

A  wildering  forest  feathered  o'er 

Pis  ruined  sides  and  summit  hoar; 

While  on  the  north,  through  middle  air, 

Ben-an  lieaved  high  his  forehead  bare. 

Having  gazed  for  a  time  in  rapture  and  amazement  on  this 
scene,  he  descended  towards  the  lake,  and  again  sounded  his 
bugle,  in  the  hope  of  signalling  some  straggler  of  the  hunting 
train. 

But  eca/ce  again  his  horn  he  wound, 

When,  lo !  forth  starting  at  the  sound. 

From  underneath  an  aged  oak. 

That  slanted  from  the  islet  rock, 

A  damsel  puider  of  it«'  way, 

A  little  skiff  shot  to  the  bay, 

That  round  the  promontory  steep 

Led  its  deep  line  in  graceful  sweep, 
Eddying,  in  almost  viewless  ware. 
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The  weeping.wUIow  tmg  to  hire 
And  k.«  with  whimpering  «>un(l'and  doir 
The  beu-h  of  pebbki,  bright  w  snSw        ' 
The  boat  had  touched  thig  gil^r  «i rl^ 
Ju.t  as  the  Hunter  left  Ids  S     *  "^ 
And  stood  concealed  amid  tlie  brake 
To  v.ew  this  I^DY  OP  THE  Lake    ' 
i  he  rnaiden  paused,  as  if  again 
S^ie  Ujought  to  catch  tl.e  distant  strain 
With  head  up-raii»d,  and  look  intent 
ii  WK  •'*'•  '^**«««ve  bent,  ' 

And  locks  flung  back,  and  lipi  apart 

Like  monument  of  Grecian  art.  ^  ' 
In  listeniM  mood  she  seemed  to  stand 
The  piardian  Ivaiad  of  the  strand       ' 

A  Nvmnf  '^'i«'^«i^  chisel  trace 
A  Nymph  a  Naiad,  or  a  Grace, 
JJf  finer  form  or  lovelier  face 
Wlat   hough  the  sun,  with  ardent  frown 
Had  slightly  tinged  her  oheek  wiihTow„9 
I  he  sportive  toil,  which,  short  and  li.ht      "~ 
Had  d3-ed  her  glowing  hue  so  bright  ^' 
Served,  too,  in  ha^tie?  swell  to  Zw 

Tnl        '^"^  "°  """^^  Of  courtly  grace 

^Cr^'^V^r^  had  trained  f^  pax^e?- 
A  foot  more  light,  a  8tep  more  true 

E^^h^^i-^i?  Jjeath-flo'wer  dJ^'the  dew- 
Een  the  fihght  hare-bell  raised  its  head  ' 
^^^^1'J''''?  h«r  airy  tread  I  ^^' 

Th.V^AT''  ^'^'  'P^^^  ^^«r«  hung 
ine  accents  of  the  mountain  tongue?— 

The  listener  held  his  breath  to  hear! 

A  chieftain's  daughter  seemed  the  maid  • 
Her  satin  snood,  her  silken  plaid!  "~ 
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Her  golden  brooch,  guch  birth  bstrHyed. 
And  seldom  wm  a  snood  amid 
Suoli  wild  luxuriant  ringletn  hid, 
Whose  glossy  black  to  slmiiie  nii^'ht  hrin^f 
The  plumage  of  the  raven's  win^; 
And  seldom  o'er  a  breast  so  fair 
Mantled  a  plaid  with  modest  care; 
And  never  brooch  the  folds  combined 
Above  a  heart  more  good  and  kind. 
Her  kindness  and  her  worth  to  spv. 
You  need  but  gaze  on  Ellen's  eye: 
Not  Katrine,  in  lier  mirror  blue, 
Gives  back  the  shaggy  banks  more  true, 
Than  every  free-bom  glance  confesiped 
The  guileless  movements  of  lier  breast : 
WTiether  joy  danced  in  her  dark  cvo. 
Or  woe  or  pity  claimed  a  sigh, 
Or  filial  love  was  glowing  there. 
Or  meek  devotion  poured  a  prayer, 
Or  tale  of  injury  called  forth 
The  indignant  spirit  of  the  North. 
One  only  passion,  unrevealetl. 
With  maiden  pride  the  maid  concealed, 
Yet  not  1*88  purely  felt  the  flnnie  ;— 
Oh!  need  I  tell  that  passion's  name? 

Impatient  of  the  silent  horn. 
Now  on  the  gale  her  voice  was  borne : — 
"Father!"  she  cried;— the  rocks  around 
Loved  to  prolong  the  gentle  «ound. 
A  while  she  paused,  no  answer  came: — 
"Malcolm,  ^7as  thine  the  blast?"— tlie  name 
Less  resolutely  uttered  fell. 
The  echoes  could  not  catch  tlie  swell. 
*A  stranger  I,"  the  Huntsman  said, 
Advancing  from  a  hazel  shade. 
The  maid,  alarmed,  with  hasty  oar 
Pushed  her  light  shallop  from  the  shore ; 
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Closer  she  drow  her  bosom's  scit^n, 

^o  turn  to  prune  his  rufflod  wiuij : ) 
Then  safe  though  fluttered  and  ama.ed, 

Not  his  the  form,  nor  his  the  eye, 
ihat  youfchful  maidens  wont  to  fly. 

-    The  maid  is  Ellen  Douirlas   the  "  T.orlv  r^f  fi,*  t   t    ,. 

family.    K  ;^,3  "  ,,^„""'-  ^i"*'™--  n-embers  of  hi^ 
tolity  ot  her  faS,  hu/   n^^r'  ""'  ?™"'^''  ">«  •""Pi" 

Un  tins  lonely  and  secluded  isl.md  ("  Ellen's  Isle  '>^  T»,.,.„ 
™ter.i„.law  of   Wl^,    wT  Z'  ''■™'',  V"'?'"*'  "'i»  '' 

TW  f>.I  Knight  of  SnoM'doun,  James  Fitz-Jamen" 

^idtotfTs^'mXr  ^r;;rp-*"- ?er  th. 

takin?  put  Ellen's  fidomv  f^\f  i  i  ^®  "'*"°®^  ''^  ^'^  leave- 
But  the^re  is  another  cSvntitK"'  ^"""T^'  '  «^^'^^  ^'^■ 
her  cousin,  Cderick  Dhu  To  \Tl!rfh^'  '"  ^'^^  P^'"^"  "^ 
white-haired  minstrel  who  ha  Jatten  C  ).?'>  ^T'-'^'   *^^ 

bugle  on  the  shore.     She  set  off  \nhoT.hniT      '^f^^  .^'^^^er's 
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sport;  but  at  noon  a  messenger  brought  tidings  to  Roderick 
that  the  King,  having  subdued  the  Border  chieftains,  was  pre- 
paring to  attack  the  Highhind  freebooters,  especially  those 
amongst  wliom  the  outlawed  Douglas  was  believed  to  be  con- 
cealed. 

Douglas  at  once  proposed  to  withdraw  with  his  daughter 
from  Roderick's  protection,  and  adviaed  the  latter  to  submit 
to  the  King.  Roderick  demanded  the  hand  of  Ellen  and  the 
alliioice  of  Douglas  against  the  King.  Douglas  refused  both. 
Roderick,  connecting  the  refusal  of  Ellen's  hand  with  the 
favour  she  showed  for  Graeme,  rudely  quarrelled  with  the 
latter,  and  bloodshed  was  prevented  only  by  the  interference 
of  Douglas. 

PART    II. 

Next  morning  Roderick  sent  forth  the  Fiery  Cross  to  summon 
his  followers  to  Lanrick  Mead,  by  the  margin  of  Looh  Venna- 
char.  Malise,  Roderick's  henchman,  flew  with  the  fatal 
symbol  along  the  side  of  Loch  Achray.  When  he  reached  Dun- 
craggan's  huts,  he  heard  tlie  coronach,  or  funeral  song,  of  the 
aged  chieftain.  Nevertheless,  his  stripling  son,  young  Angus, 
was  bound  to  belt  on  his  father's  sword,  and  speed  him  forth 
with  the  Fiery  Cross. 

Ben-ledi  saw  the  Cross  of  Fire; 
It  glanced  like  lightning  up  Strath-Ire. 
O'er  dale  and  hill  the  summons  flew — 
Nor  rest  nor  pause  young  Angus  knew ; 
The  tear  that  gathered  in  his  eye 
He  left  the  mountain  breeze  to  dry. 
Until,  where  Teith's  young  waters  roll 
Betwixt  him  and  a  wooded  knoll 
That  graced  the  sable  stratli  with  green. 
The  ohapel  of  Saint  Bride  was  seen. 
Swoln  was  the  stream,  remote  the  bridge, 
But  Angus  paused  not  on  the  edge; 
Though  the  dark  waves  danced  diazily. 
Though  reeled  his  sympathetic  ^ye, 


80 

THB   LADY    OF    XHI    LAU. 

He  daahed  amid  the  torrent's  roar; 

rJ!  lif^.T^^^,  ^'^^^  ^^  ^^«iet  bore, 

Airf  «t«v  r  P°'!:^^ff'-a8ped,  to  guide 

Ai  d  stay  U8  footing  in  the  tide. 

He  stumbled  twice-the  foam  splashed  high 

Witi.  hoarser  swell  the  stream  raced  by:   ^  ' 

An,  had  he  fallen-for  ever  there,      ^' 

Farewell  Duncraggan's  orphan  heir! 

^ut  still,  as  if  m  parting  life 

Firmer  he  grasped  the  Cross' of  strife. 

Until  the  opposing  bank  he  gained. 

And  up  the  chapel  pathway  itrained. 

«i^nal'1nto  ^he^  l.a'nd  of'^  k"\"  '^^  ^^^P«^'  "e  put  the 
A?ihanda^/wLSh?ms^;f%r"il'""*^  ^"r«^>  heir  of 
bnde,^andglan:d^"^<"ir;^r^^^^^^ 

the^^finklirind'^Tlfc^r  *«,^-  -^ion,  left 
Goblin's  Cave,  in  th^  S^i^tl^tZ'^LI:^''^'^'  ^^  *'* 

..SraS^t:^.-^-^^ 

"Which  spills  the  foremost  foeman's  life 
liiat  party  conquers' in  the  sti-ife." 

appearance  of  Fitz-Jamos,  who  had  hL  ?I^  I    lu^^  ^^  ^^ 

her  to  a,  „itl  K  Z^Z  She  tolfhim'Str  f  1 
waa  alr«.dy  given  to  a  D»Me*y„u*  ( McoH  O™,^!^  ''T' 
was  risking  Lis  liXe  for  her  and  here  ™.^  «j  "\''  "'"' 
U»  knighf,  love  into  a^p^fa^d  h^  g.\r,tSW 
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the  King  had  given  him  for  saving  his  life,   by  prewnting 
which  to  the  King  she  would  obtain  any  boon  she  raigh't  ask. 
Before  Fitz-James  departed,  Ellen  hinted  to  him  her  sus- 
-  picious  of  the  faithfulness  of  his  guide.  '  These    suspicions 
were  confirmed  when  they  met  Blanche  of  Devan,  a  'half- 
crazed  woman,  whom  Roderick  had  taken  captive  on  her  bridal 
morning  in  a  Lowland  fray  in  which  her  husband  wob  slain. 
Blanche's  hints  and  gestures,   following   a   loud   whoop 
which  Murdoch  had  given,  lei  Fitz-Jam'es  to  charge  the  lalfer 
with  treachery.    Murdoch  fled,  but,  turning  in  his  flight,  dis- 
charged an  arrow  at  Fitz-James,  which'  grazed  his  crest  and 
thrilled  in  Blanche's  heart 

'Fitz-James  pursued  and  slew  Murdoch,  and  returned  to 
tend  the  lying  maid.  He  found  on  hep  breast  a  braid'  of  her 
bridegroom's  hair.  Twining  it  with  a  lock  of  her  own,  he 
dipt  it  in  her  blood,  and  placing  it  in  his  bonnet,  vowed  to 
wear  no  other  favour  till  lie  had  imbrued  it  in  the  blood  of 
Roderick  Dhu. 

Wandering  onwards  faone,  but  now  cautiously  and  watch- 
fully, he  came,  when  darkness  had  set  in  wid  he  was  famished 
and  chilled,  to  a  huge  rock,  on  turning  the  point  of  which  he 
found  a  watch>-fire  burning  cloee  beside  him. 

Beside  its  embers  red  and  clear,  '.  - 

Basked,  in  his  plaid,  a  mountaineer; 
And  up  he  sprang  with  sword' in  hand, — 

"Thy  name  and  purpose?    Saxon,  stand  !"— 

"A  Btranger.**— "What  doet  thou  require?"— 

**Ee8t  and  a  guide,  and  food  and  fire. 
My  life's  beset,  my  path  is  lost, 
The  gale  has'  chilled  my  limbs  with  frost."— 

"Art  thou  a  friend  to  Roderick  ?" — "No." 

"Thou  darest  not  call  t%Belf  a  foe  ?"— 

**!  dare!  to  him  and  all  the  band 
,   He  brings  to  aid  his  murderous  hand." 

"Bold  words !— but,  tliough  the  beast  of  game 
The  privilege  of  chase  may  claim- 
Though  space  and  law  the  stag  we  lend, 
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gre  hound  we  slip,  or  bow  we  bend— 
Wjo  ever  recked,  where,  how,  or  when, 
1  he  prowling  fox  was  trapped  or  slain  ? 
Ihus  treacherous  scouts,— yet  sure  tJiey  lie, 

^  Who  say  thou  earnest  a  secret  spy  1"— 
They  do  by  Heaven!— Come  Roderick  Dhu 
And  of  his  clan  the  boldest  two,  ' 

And  let  me  but  till  morning  rest, 
I  write  the  falsehood  on  rheir  crest." 

"If  by  the  blaze  I  mark  aright 

amJ^""  J®"^**  *^«  ^^*  ^^  spur  of  knight."— 
Ihen  by  these  tokens  mayst  thou  know 

«S*°    proud  oppressor's  mortal  foe."— 

jB^nough,  eno.ugh;  sit  down,  and  share 

A  soldier's  couch,  a  soldier's  f.  re  " 

He  gave  him  of  his  Highland  cheer. 

The  hardened  flesh  of  mountain  deer  • 

Dry  fuel  on  the  fire  he  laid. 

And  bade  the  Saxon  share  his  plaid. 

He  tended  him  like  welcome  guest, 
^  Then  thus  his  further  speech  addr^sed  :— 

btranger,  I  am  to  Roderick  Dhu 

A  clansman  bom,  a  kinsman  true; 

Each  word  against  his  honour  spoke. 

Demands  of  me  avenging  stroke; 

Yet  more— upon  thy  fate,  'tis  said, 
A  mighty  augury  is  laid. 

It  rests  with  me  to  wind  my  horn,— 
Thou  art  with  numbers  overborne'- 
It  rests  with  me,  here,  brand  to  brind. 
Worn  as  thou  art,  to  bid  thee  stand  : 
But  not  for  clan  or  kindred's  cause 
Will  I  depart  from  honor's  laws;— 
To  assail  a  wearied  man  were  shame 
And  stranger  is  a  holy  name; 
Guidance  and  rest,  and  food  and  fire 
In  vam,  he  never  must  require. 
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Thep  rert  thee  here  till  dawn  of  day; 

Myself  will  guide  thee  on  the  way, 

0*er  stock  and  stone,  through  watch  and  ward. 

Till  past  Clan-Alpine's  outmost  guard, 

As  far  as  Coilantogle's  ford ; 

From  thence  thy  warrant  is  thy  sword." — 

"I  take  bhy  courtesy,  by  Heaven, 
As  freely  as  'tis  nobly  given !" — 

"Well,  rest  thee ;  for  the  bittern's  cry 
Sings  us  the  lake's  wild  lullaby; — 
With  that  he  shook  the  gathered  heath, 
And  spread  his  plaid  upon  the  wreath ; 
And  the  brave  foemen,  side  by  side. 
Lay  peaceful  down,  like  brothers  tried. 
And  slept  until  the  dawning  beam 
Purpled  the  mountain  and  the  stream. 


»8 


PART    III. 

In  the  morning,  the  Highlander,  bound  by  his  promise  and  bj 
the  laws  of  hospitality,  conducted  Fitz-James  on  his  way. 

At  length  they  came  where,  stem  and  steep. 
The  hill  sinks  down  upon  the  deep. 
Here  Vennachar  in  silver  flows — 
There,  ridge  on  ridge,  Ben-ledi  rose. 
Ever  the  hollow  path  twined  on. 
Beneath  steep  bank  and  threateninr  ^tone; 
An  himdred  men  might  hold  the 
With  hardihood  against  a  host. 
So  toilsome  was  the  road  to  trace. 
The  guide,  abating  of  his  pace, 
Led  slowly  through  the  pass's  jaws. 
And  asked  Fitz-James,  by  what  strange  cause 
He  eought  these  wilds,  traversed  by  few. 
Without  a  pass  from  Roderick  Dhu. 
"Brave  Gael,  my  pass,  in  danger  tried. 
Hangs  in  my  belt,  and  by  my  side; 
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Idreamt  not  now  to  claim  ite  aid. 
^en  here  but  three  days  since,  I  came 
Bewildered  in  pursuit  of  game,  ' 

AJl  seemed  as  peaceful  and  as  still 
AS  tiM  mist  slumbering  on  yon  hiJI  • 
Thy  dangerous  Chief  was  tl^n  af  r ' 
JN  or  soon  expected  baok  from  wai 

Th^r^'  ^*  ^^'*'  "'y  "^°^t«i«  guide 
Though  deep,  perchance,  the  ^ilIain  lied  "- 

Rpi;-n'^/''''  f^*"^^^  "°ce  you  oame 
Bewildered  in  the  mountain  game 

''Eiou^h    T        T'"^  ^"^  mortal  foe?"- 
^nough   I  am  by  promise  tied 

To  match  me  with  tliis  man  of  pride 
Twice  have  I  sought  Clon-AlpiS  „Ien 
In  peace;  but  when  I  come  aien      ^ 
I  oome  with  banner,  brand,  an<^  i,ow 
As  leader  seeks  his  mortal  foe  ' 

For  love-lorn  swain,  in  lady's  bower 

I^fi^^Ur  *'^  «PP-inted  hZ; 
AJ  1,  until  before  me  stand 

This  rebel  Chieftain  and  his  band!" 

Tnd  h/w"'  *^^  wish!«_he  whistled  shrill 
Wnd  ,!,T  ^'"""'"^  ^^^"^  *h«  hill ;  "^ 

Fm^  !f  ^!  "^"^^  °^  *he  curlew, 

^stant,  through  copse  and  heath    aro.e 
Bonnete  a^d  spears  and  bendXws 
On  right,  on  left,  above,  below^  ' 

Sprang  up  at  once  tlie  lurking  foe  • 
IVom  shingles  gray  their  lanLTt^rt 
The  bracken  bush  sends  forth  the  dart 
The  rushes  and  the  willow-wnnd  ' 

A^  brisUmg  into  axe  and  brand, 
Aiid  every  tuft  of  broom  ^ves  life 
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To  plaided  warrior  armed  for  strife ! 

That  whistle  garrisoned  the  glen 

At  once  with  full  five  hundred  men. 

As  if  the  yawning  hill  to  heaven 

A  subterranean  host  had  given. 

Watching  their  leader's  beck  and  will, 

All  silent  there  they  stood,  and  still : 

Like  the  loose  crags  whose  threatening  mass 

Lay  tottering  o'er  the  hollow  pass. 

As  if  an  infant's  touch  could  urge 

Their  headlong  passage  down  the  verge, 

With  step  and  weapon  forward  flung, 

Upon  the  mountain-side  they  hung. 

The  mountaineer  cast  glance  of  pride 

Along  Ben-ledi's  living  side. 

Then  fixed  his  eye  and  sable  brow 

Full  on  Fitz- James— "How  sayst  thou  now? 

These  are  Clan- Alpine's  warriors  true; 

And,  Saxon—/  am  Roderick  Dhu  1" 

Fitz-James  was  brave  .-—though  to  his  heart 
Ihe  life-blood  thriUed  with  sudden  start, 
He  manned  himself  with  dauntless  air. 
Returned  the  Chief  his  haughty  stare; 
His  back  against  a  rock  he  bore, 
^^And  firmly  placed  his  foot  before  :— 
Come  one,  come  all !  this  rock  shall  fly 

From  its  firm  base  aa  soon  as  I," 

Sir  Roderick  marked— and  in  iiis  eyes 

Respect  was  mingled  with  surprise. 

And  tlio  stern  joy  which  warriors  feel 

In  foemen  worthy  of  their  stet-l. 

Short  spMe  he  stood— then  waved  liis  hand  • 

Down  sank  tlie  disappearing  band ; 

Each  warrior  vsinished  where  he  slood, 

in  broom  or  br.-icken,  heath  or  wood ; 

Sunk  brand  and  spear  and  bended  W, 

In  osiers  pale  and  copses  low;— 
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It  Memed  a«  if  theip  mother  Earth 
Uad  swallowed  up  her  warlike  birth ! 
The  wmd'g  last  breath  liad  tossed  in  air 
Pennon,  imd  plaid,  and  plumage  fair,- 
Tho  next  but  swept  a  lone  hill-side, 
vviiepe  heath  and  fern  were  waving  wide: 
ihe  suns  last  glance  was  glinted  back 
From  flpear  and  glaive,  from  targe  and  jack  - 
The  next,  all  unreflected.  shone        "'''J"'*' 
On  bracken  green  and  cold  gray  atone. 

TJ.a'i^^  looked  round-yet  scarce  believed 

The  witness  that  his  sight  received: 

feuch  apparition  well  might  seem 

Illusion  of  a  dreadful  dream. 

Sir  Roderick  in  suspense  he  eyed. 
^  And  to  his  look  the  Chief  replied:— 
Fear  nought-najr,  that  I  need  not  say- 
But,  doubt  not  aught  from  mine  array 
T».ou  art  my  guest  ;-I  pledged  my  word 
As  far  as  Coilantogle  ford  • 
Nor  would  I  call  a  clansman's  brand 
FoT  aid  against  one  valiant  hand. 
Though  on  our  strife  lay  every  vale 
Kent  by  the  Saxon  from  the  Gael 
So  move  we  on;— I  only  meant 
lo  show  the  reed  on  which  you  leant,  ,  ' 

Deeming  this  path  you  might  pursue 
Without  a  pass  from  Roderick  Dhu." 

The  Chief  in  silence  strode  before 

And  re^hed  that  torrenf  s  sounding  shore 

Which  daughter  of  three  mighty  laki,        ' 

From  Vennachar  in  silver  breaks. 

And  here  his  course  the  Chieftain  stayed. 

Threw  down  his  target  and  his  plaid. 

And  to  the  lowland  warrior  said  :— 

Bold  Saxon  I  to  his  promise  just, 

Vich-Alpine  has  discharged  his  trust 
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Thia  murderous  Chief,  this  rutlihws  man 

Ihis  head  of  a  rebellious  clan, 

Hath  led  thee  ><afe.  throu^r),  ;v;,t,.i,  ai„l  wjuj 

Far  past  Clan-Alpine's  outmost  -uard. 

Now,  man  to  man,  and  st»X'l  to  steel, 

A  Chieftain's  vengeance  thou  slialt  feel. 

See  here,  all  vaiit^'cless  I  stand, 

Armed,  like  thj-self,  witli  .single  brand  • 

For  this  is  Coilantogle  ford. 

And  thou  must  keep  tlu*  with  thy  sword." 

The  Saxon  paused:— "I  ne'<'r  dclavcd, 
When  foeman  bade  me  draw  my  blade; 
Nay  more,  brave  Chief.  I  vowed"' tliv  death 
Yet  sure  thy  fair  and  generous  failh, 
And  my  deep  debt  for  life  preserved,' 
A  better  meed  liave  well  deserved  : 
Can  nought  but  blood  our  feud  atone? 
Are  there  no  means?"— "Xo,  stranger,  none ! 
And  hear,— to  fire  thy  flagging  ze.-il,— 
The  Saxon  cause  rests  on  thy  stoel ; 
For  thus  spoke  Fate,  by  prophet  bred 
^Between  the  living  and  the  dead : 
'Who  spills  the  foremost  foeman's  life, 
^^His  party  conquers  in  the  strife.'  "— ' 
"Then,  by  rr.y  word,"  the  Saxon  said, 
"The  riddle  is  already  read. 
Seek  yonder  brake  beneath  the  cliff,' 
There  lies  Red  Murdoch,  stark  and  stiff. 
Thus  Fate  has  solved  her  prophecy ; 
Then  yield  to  Fate,  and  not  to  me. 
To  James,  at  Stirling,  let  us  go; 
When,  if  thou  wilt  be  still  his  foe. 
Or  if  the  King  shall  not  agree 
To  grant  thee  grace  and  favour  free, 
I  plight  mine  honour,  oath,  and  word. 
That,  to  thy  native  strengths  restored, 
With  each  advantage  shalt  thou  stand  ' 
That  aids  thee  now  to  guard  thy  land." 
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Dark  lightning  flashed  from  Roderick's  eye; 
N»ur8  tliy  prt'suinption,  then,  so  liigh 
Because  a  wretchod  kern  ye  hIow 
Ilonagp  to  name  to  Hodefick  Dim? 

rni   >'^*^^'''' aot.  Ji<^-  to  man  nor  Fate! 
rhou  add'st  hut  fuel  to  mv  hate-— 
My  clansman's  blood  demands  revemre  — 
Af   \r*  P'-^Pared  ?--By  Henxcn,  I  change 
My    hou-ht,  and  hold  thv  valour  light 
As  that  of  some  vain  carppt-kni^rht^ 
"ho  ill  deserves  rnv  coiirieotis  care* 
And  wliose  hest  hoast  is  but  to  wear 
^  A  braid  of  his  fair  la.Iv's  hair."— 
"I  thank  thee,  IJodcrick.  for  the  word! 
t  nerves  my  heart,  it  steels  my  sword- 
J-  or  I  Imve  sworn  tiiis  braid  to  stain 
In  the  best  blood  that  warms  thv  vein 
A ow  truce,  farewell!  and  ruth  begone!— 
let  think  not  that  by  thee  alone 
Proud  Chief !  can  courtesy  be  shown: 
liiough  not  from  copse,  or  heath,  or  cairn, 
fetert  at  my  whistle  chxnsmen  stern 
Of  thi"  small  horn  one  feeble  blast' 
Uould  fearful  odds  against  thee  cast. 
But  fear  not,  doubt  not.  w],ich  thou  wilt- 
ue  try  this  quarrel  hilt  to  hilt."— 
Then  each  at  once  his  falchion  drew 
Each  on  the  ground  his  scabbard  throw 
hach  looked  to  sun.  and  stream,  and  plain 
As  what  they  ne'er  might  see  again ; 
1  hen  foot,  and  point,  and  eve  opposed. 
In  dubious  strife  they  darkly  closed ! 

Ill  fared  it  then  with  Roderick  Dhu 
Jiat  on  the  field  his  targe  he  threw 
miose  brazen  studs  and  tough  buU-hide 
Had  death  so  often  da.shed  aside; 
For,  trained  abroad  his  arms  to  wield 
Fitz-James's  blade  was  sword  and  shield 
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He  praxitised  every  pass  and  ward. 
To  thrust,  to  strike,  to  feint,  to  guard ; 
While,  less  export,  though  stronger  far. 
The  Gael  maintjiinod  unequal  war. 
Three  times  in  closing  strife  they  stood, 
And  tliT''--  ihe  Saxon  blade  drank  blood  ;— 
Xo  stinto..  .raught,  no  scanty  tide. 
The  gushing  flood  the  tarfcms'dvrd. 
P'lerce  Roderick  felt  the  fabil  drain, 
And  showered  his  blows  like  wintry  rain ; 
And,  as  firm  rock,  or  castle  roof, 
Against  the  winter  shower  is  proof, 
Thv^>  foe,  invulnerable  still 

yiled  his  wild  rage  with 'steady  skill; 
x'ill,  at  ndvuntage  ta'on,  his  brand 
Forced  Roderick's  weapon  from  his  hand. 
And,  backwards  borne  upon  the  lea. 
Brought  t})e  proud  Chieftain  to  his  knee. 
"Now,  yield  thee,  or  by  Him  who  made 
The  world,  thy  heart's  blowl  dyes  my  blade'" 
"Thy  threats,  thy  mercy,  I  defy! 
T^et  recreant  >ield,  who  fears  ito  die."— 
Like  adder  darting  from  his  coil. 
Like  wolf  that  dashes  througli  the  toil, 
Like  mountain-cat  that  guards  her  young, 
Full  at  Fitz-Jaines's  throat  he  ppning; 
Received,  but  recked  not  of  a  wound, 
And  locked  his  arms  his  foeman  round! 
Xow,  gallant  Saxon,  hold  thine  own! 
No  maiden's  hand  is  round  thee  thrown ! 
Tiiat  desperate  grasp  thy  frame  might  feel 
Through  bars  of  bras'^  and  triple  steel  !— 
They  tug,  they  strain !— do\m,  down  they  go 
The  Cael  above.  Fitz-James  below!  '        ' 

The  Chieftain's  jrripe  Ids  throat  compressed 
His  knee  was  planted  on  his  breast; 
His  clotted  locks  he  backward  threw, 
Across  his  brow  his  hand  he  drew, 
From  blood  and  mist  to  cl^'ar  his  sight, 
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Then  gleamed  aloft  his  da^jijer  bright  !- 
But  hate  and  fury  ill  «upplie,l       ^ 
The  strenra  of  life's  ...xluiuBfod  tide 

T?  W  f';,'^  ^5*5'  *'- a.lvani„.e  cimo, 
10  tiira  the  odds  of  dm.lly  iranio  • 

Reeled  soul  and  s..„.e.  n-elod  l.n.in  am 
Down  came  the  blow  I  but  in  the   "at 

The  emngblado  found  bIoo.,i;J':;;fin.. 
n,u    ,.^'.       "  Toe  mnv  now  unchni, 
Jho  famt.UK  Chiof's  ri-laxin..  T,  n'L 
Unwounded  from  the  dmulfulXi:' 
But  breatl,less  all,  Fit^-Jarno«  arose 

rode  off  towLS:  str^^^'^  ,r"o^  »?'^'^''^'''  ^^''''^  ^e 
knights  saw  a  fi.nire  whiVI.  L  tJ?;  •  /^'^  7'*^'  °"^  ^^  the 
toilW  in  the  tS.?  f  '^co^'iiized  as  James  of  Doujrlas 

tenedi' h!j^ri^'i.:;:°^^'''-  "P  ti.e  stony  path,  and  £ 

Hei/th:;?sp!^/:&3^.^^;j;^^ 

Trials  of  strength  and  sidll  tot^^      "     '"  '''"^'  '^^  ^""'"t- 
the  Douglas  ioined    nn/J      ?.      ^  •'''''  '"  «^^«^al  o^  v^ic'. 

by  the  popula'crA  sWcl  bvX":f  n  "'  "f  "^''^^^-^ 
the  King,  wao  at  last  oXlVi.     n""!''""'  '^"'^  ^^"'•"ed  bv 

take  him^into  c^tJ^;;  atiro.l'T.p^iri^'ort  *''^"  '"'^^'  '^ 

PART  IV. 

^^tJ^^S^d  J'  -^^  ^"^.i^i^^::^^  S^«f  -  the  .om. 
•he  troops  of  the  Earl  o.  ..a  and  ho  tLh^'^J  ^'^^  ^'^tween 
Achray.     Old  Rortrani  of  r],Pnf  ^''^^^s^^'^n^^^-rs  near  T^ch 

^rvice  of  the  ScotS    King  Trriv^d    ITC'  r^'f'  '"  '^^ 

r.anied  by  Allan-hano  nnd  F^lon  D  tl^l     ThottL'T" 

"nduring  mam  indignities  from  thp  ,m,^^'     iv        ^^'  *'^'' 

;o  a  room  where  she  miLrht  rZJ..      ?"^  f  I'liery,  was  taken 

'he  King  could  receivTher.  '""''^'  ""^^''  ^^'"«'«  ^'^«  *'" 


IH«   UDT   OF  THI   LAO.  M 

IJut  jioiv  tho  lay  rii.ide  niidder.  stand ! 
1  Me  harp  cscapwl  tlie  iiiijwtn       ha^id  f 
Oft  had  he  stolen  a  <rlanc«  to  ..y 
I  low  Hod  Tick  br()oke,l  his  rnin'strelsy: 

u-M^r-J''^^''"'^*^'"  ♦"  'J^e  chin.e     ' 
VVith  lifted  hnnd  kept  feohle  time- 

That  motion    <.,,,.e,l,-yet  feeling  Ktron^- 

\aned  his  look  a.,  clianured  the  ^n--    " 

At  length,  no  more  his  deafened  ear 

i  he  minstrel  melodv  can  hear- 

HiH  face  arrows  sharp  -his  hands  are  clenched. 

Set  1         f  It  *'^'  l-<'art-string8  wrer^chc^l : 

het  are  his  teeth,  his  fading  eye 

l8  sternly  ^v(v]  on  vacancv;— 

Ihus.  motionless,  and  moanless.  drew 

His  parting'  breath   stont  Roderick  Dhu  '— 

arch,   which    threw   op^n    it«   wipL-s   ^   Vill  To       >     ?"''^^^ 
revealed  to  her  the  Co^rt-rcSm^f 'thelile!'^'"'''  '  *""^^' 

Within  'twas  brilliant  all  and  lirrht 
A  thronjjm^  scene  of  fi^nrcs  brijrht- 
It  glowet]  on  Ellen's  dazzled  sitrht     ' 
As  when  the  setting  sun  has  given' 
len  thousand  hues  to  summer  even 
And  from  their  tissue  fancy  frames' 
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c^^^^v.  ^S^^  and  fairy  dames. 

Mjil  by  Fitz-Jame,.  l,er  footing  staved- 

A  fevr  fai.it  steps  sho  forward  ma.]e,     ' 

An  w!l°^'  i^^""  *^'r';^"^  '•^''^^  «he  raised, 
AnJ  fearf„l  roui.d  the  presence  gazed: 

ThI  ^' «  t",  'r^'''^  '^''^  "^"•^^d  thi«  state. 
I  he  dreaded  Prince,  whose  will  was  fate!^ 
tofie  gazed  on  many  a  princely  port 
Might  well  have  ruled  a  royal  court- 
On  many  a  splendid  garb  she  gazed- 
Then    urned  be^^iIde^ed  and  aniazed: 
Jor  all  stood  bajv,  and  in  the  room 
i;it2-Jame8  alone  wore  cap  and  plume. 
To  hini  each  lady's  look  was  lent  • 
On  hini  (.,,ch  courtier's  eye  was  hJnt : 
Midst  f.;rg,  and  silks,  and  jewels  sheen,- 
He  stood,  in  simplo  Lincoln  green 
'       -^Mtre  of  the  glittering  ring,— 

uou-doun's  Knight  is  Scotland's  Kjno-» 

As  jvroath  of  snow,  on  mountain  breast, 
Shdes  from  the  rock  that  gave  it  rest. 
Poor  Ell..n  glided  from  her  sfay 
And  at  tlie  Monarch's  feet  she  lay- 
^o  svorci  her  choking  voice  conunands,- 
Sh.  shoved  the  ring,  she  clasped  her  lumds! 
O !  not  ii  moment  could  he  brook 
The  gen.  rous  Prince,  that  suppliant  look! 
^ent  y  h..  raised  her;  and,  the  while, 
(hocked  with  a  glance  the  circle's  smile- 
Gracefu  .  I,ut  grave,  her  brow  he  kissed,    ' 
And  bade  her  terrors  he  dismissed  :— 

Th^fJu""'}^'^  wandering  i)oor  Fitz- James 
The  fealty  of  Scotland  chiims 
To  him  tliy  woes,  thv  wishes,  bring- 
He  will  redeem  his  signot-rino-  ' 

Ask  nought  for  Douglas  ;-yester  even 
His  Prime  and  he  have  much  forgiven: 
Wrong  hath  he  had  from  slanderous  tongue- 
1,  from  his  rebel  kinsman,— wrong. 
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We  would  not  to  the  vulgar  crowd 
Yield  what  they  craved  with  clamour  loud: 
Calmly  we  heard  a.  d.  judged  liia  cause— 
Our  Council  aid'  ?,  juid  our  Irws; 
And  Bothwell's  '.ori  hfmcoionh  we  own 
Ihe  friend  and    ul-vaj-k  of  o>  r  Throne  — 
But,  lovely  infidc' '  '>>"-  row? 
What  clouds  thv  misbelieving  brow' 
Lord  James  of  JDougJas,  lend  thine  aid, 
1  hou  must  confirm  this  doubting  maid  " 
Then  fortli  the  noble  Douglas  sprung, 
And  on  his  neck  Jiis  daughter  hung 
The  Monarch  drank,  that  happy  hour, 
riie  sweetest,  holiest  draught  of  Power  — 
When  it  can  say,  with  godlike  voice. 
Arise,  sad  Virtue,  and  rejoice! 
Yet  would  not  James  the  general  eye 
On  nntures  raptures  long  should  pry 
He  stepped  between— "  Nay,  Douglas,' nay 
bteal  not  my  proselvte  awnv! 
The  riddle  'tis  my  right  to  rt\ad. 
That  brought  this  happv  ehiinee  to  speed.— 
Yes,  I'Jlen,  when  disguised  I  stray 
In  life's  more  low  l)ut  happier  way, 
'Tis  under  name  which  veils  my  power- 
Nor  falsely  veils— for  Stirling's  tower  ' 
Of  yore  the  name  of  Snowdoun  claims. 
And  Normans  call  me  James  Fitz-James. 
I  hus  wjitch  I  o'er  insulted  laws, 
Thus  learn  to  right  the  injured  cause."— 

Then,  in  a  tone  apart  and  low : 

"Ah,  little  traitress!  none  must  know 
\Vhat  idle  dream,  what  lighter  thought, 
VVhat  vanity  full  dearlv  bought. 
Joined  to  thine  eye's  dark  witchcraft,  drew 
My  spell-bound  steps  to  Ben-venue, 
In  dangerous  hour,  and  all  but  gave 
1  hy  Monarch's  life  to  mountain  glaive  I" 
Aloud  he  spoke:-"  Thou  still  doet  hold 
Inat  little  taliaman  of  gold. 
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Wl.at  seeks  ia,r  Kllen  of  the  lUn^r 

A  1-  uV    .  *"^*  consciousness,  there  camp 
A  hghtemng  of  her  fears  for  Grffime   ^ 

Slbu^^'^'"°^«>^-hersirr 
SI.     b^oacl-eword  boldly  drew- 
And,  to  her  generous  feeling  true      ' 

^^^^^:'-rZ  ''  ^^^erS'Dhu.- 
forbear  thy  suit;— the  King  of  kincrg 
Alone  can  stoy  Jife's  parting'wini   " 

\^r^  ^'";>  ^  ^"^^^  J'-  hand; 
My  fnircst  cnrldom  would  J  ^ive 

ir«  ';^J,^^''^"-AIpine's  ChieftaS  Hvef- 

Ijie  .„,t  tl,„t  stained  !,er  «!„„  Lfol.oek  - 
■\.V.  t hon.  my  pIcdKo  ],,«  lost  Ft,,  force 
Ad  ..hiLbom  .lurtico  l.old,  her  cour^f 
JIalcolm,  c.mo  forth '''—An,!   ,i  «  - 

^/)own  kneeled  the  Gnen.eVo's    t ^^1!^ 
J  or  thee,  n,sh  .vouth,  no  suppliant  "ues" 
Ho,n  thoe  n,ay  Vengeance  clai.n  ]  e^  dues 
lit  uTr^  underneath  our  smile         "' 
\  n?  '       ,  ?"'  ""'"'^  ^y  treacherous  wile 
And  sought,  amid  thy  faitliful  clan 

A  refuge  f„r  nn  outlawed  man,  ' 

Fe  ters  and  warder  for  the  Gra-me!" 
Wis  chain  of  go  d  t'^e  Kinn-  „t,  < 

The  links  o'er^MalcolnS^irreTui,. 
And  laid  the  cla«p  on  Ellen's  hajid  I 

Sib  Waltbr  Soott. 
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"  A  nleasinir  lani  of  drowsy  hearl  if  w»« 

<^-  river  der.on.inahV  Iv    lu      ;,;   n\'' j  ,  "        ^V'^f -''  of 

nn.l  implored  the  j.Tnieotlnof^^^^  <^^^ovt^m<}  snil. 

there  lies  a  small  mSwn       ^''^''^^'^^^^^^  they  rrossed. 
'>  called  GroonslmrT  t;  ;,  /r  ^'''*'  ^^'''''^'^  '>^'  «onie 

p;ivon.  we  are  told   in'        ^r  d-ivV  L  .i  7'''«  "'^"'O  waf= 

tlie  adjacent  oonntrv   -  .  ,o7n;.;  ■      ^  ^"""^  ^""^^^vives  of 

husbands  to  lin-er  aboi  Jul      ?      Propensity  of  their 

R-  that  a.  it  m^v'  T  do  ^M  y<^T/""7'' ^  ^""'^'^t-davs. 
ndvert  to  it  for  tbo  o  i-p "f  W  ""  *'^^  ^'■^^^'  ''"^  merely 

for  from  tbi.  vilt.e  perl  an  "b'o'tT'"  ''\^  '^"'.^'^"^'^-  ^"'^ 
valley,  or  rather  Ian  oVland  nr  1.7  TiV^'"''  ''  ^  ''*t'^ 
of  the  quietest  plaee.  in  tit  T7  ^'^^,^'"^-  ^vbicb  is  one 
glides  throndi  i  witl  ins  ni  r  '  ''"'^'^-  .  "^  ^'"^^^  '^^onk 
ropose;  and  the  oc:::^r^t,^:^:^^^^^\  one  to 

shades  one  side  of  the  vaVv    TCi        t^ H  wnlm, t-tiv^oc  tbat 
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promising  than  this  UtLVaM.'y  '        '""  "'  "™''  ™"™ 

/rood   pooplo,  oausin.:  t  >on  t   A        '  ''''  ^  '?•  ""7^'  ^'^  *^^ 
Thov  arc  OTvpn  in  oil  i-    V    ^  ^^'^"^1"  a  conimual   reverio. 

.  ,,    '  .       seems  to  be.cominander-in-clnW  of  nil  ti,o  y.^ 
1  Dead.     It  IS  said  bv  gome  to  be  the  Hio«f    nf    a    „  '"'. '^'^ 
-roopor,  „.ho«„  ^oa,l  l.fl  been  carrioj ^S  "t  a  carnon  b^ 
in  some  na„,eW.  battle  d„n-r.j  the  Revolationai^War  ,nd 

HI    ,^1  nm  or  ni^ht.  as  if  ou  the  wino-s  of  the  unnrl      nin 

fhra^crrLs'f"':?  *"  ^m^'^^-  •>"'  -'^^^  ^^ «"« ^ 

we  adjacent  roads,  and  wpecially  to  the  vieinitj-  of  a  church 
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tliey  o„tared  tl  7*™.  t     ■       h°  "'"^  '""^  ''^™  '«»''  tef"" 

sant  clianges  in  otlier  nirN  n?fl.i!  n  ^'^''"'^  ^^*^^  ^n^' 
them  unoicrvod  Tlfoy  ;;  1^^  21''^^^^'^','"^^^^  '^^^ 
water  winch  border  rLd  streunThi'  "^'^'^  ^^  «*^^' 

in  their  nundc  harbor.  ^Jd;:^,^  r^n^S^Ji^f^^'^"" 
current.  Thoucrh  manv  vears  have  el  pJd  11  f ^Tlu^ 
drowsy  shades  of  8loppv^}f„lIow    vp?/  .•        ^  ^''''^  ^^ 

should  not  still  find  £  oTnifnll' ';?!!;  "'f  "•'"r  ' 

vo^etatin,,r  in  its  sheltered  ho.o,n  ^  ''^''"  ^^"^'^^'«' 

worth,  wi,ht  Of  ^ie.s2::l]^^^i^^^XC^^ 
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or,  as  he  expressed  it.  "  turrit.,!  "  ».  oi  ^^  , 

purpose  of  insln-ucting  the  SL  nf  f^^P/  follow,  for  the 
native  of  Connecticut!  a  State  wMH?     ^'  r^"^*^'    ««  ^««  « 
Pionc^ers  for  the  nund  a.t  wcTa.  ft  t,>pTf  the  Union  with 
yearly  its  legions  of  f  ronUer  u^cKlmii     T'^'  ^'^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
ters.     Tiie  ?ogn«„.en  TcrlT^Trf''''^^P  schoolma*. 
Person.     Jie  w'ks  tali,  bu   exSinX  ,"1  "^^Iicable  to  his 
f lers,  long  arms  ajid  Jo<rs  hand?  h?i  i       •' "."       ''^'"^'^  '^°"^- 
sleeves,  feet  ti.at  nught  ha  e  Served  fn^f^  ?  °^^*  ^"*  ^^  hie 
rame  most  Jooselv  hum'  to^Xr    ^?f.^i«^«J^'  ^d  his  whole 
"at  at  top,  with  huffe  ear.  C.l        ^'\  ^'""^^  ^^««  sniall,  and 
^rupe  no4  so  tliat  f  loouJ  iT  ^"^"^  t^''^  ^>'^'  «^d  *  long 

Ms  spindle  nock  to  telMviL/waVthr^^  ^'"''^'^  ^P°^ 

striding  along  the  prof  e  of  T  h^i?        '""^  ^^^'^-     ^o  see  him 

cIoti.es  b.n^ging  nldZ^tin/alt  M  •  ^  ^'^"'^^  ^^y*  ^^^^  his 
taken  hini  for  tlie  genius  of  f?in?""^^""^'  T  "^'^^^  ^^^«  ^i^' 
or  ^me  sca.c.,-o/e^:r^f.t"a^eo?nT^      "^^^  *^  -^' 

rudet c^StrofX:.  te  w 'f  ^^^  ^'  ^^^  ^^^  --« 
partly  patched  with  leads' of  ol  J  po  7  ^^^'^  ^^"^^  ^^ 
iugeniouslv  secured  at  va^i,t  ho^L  i  ^^'"^"'i'-  ^*  ^«^  "'^^t 
handle  of  the  door,  an  f  sS<i  ^  ^  '  ??^  ^^'^^'^  ''^  the 
tors;  so  tl.at.  thou-^h^  thtil-^^V '^T"'^  *^^  window-shut- 
l-e  would  find  sonre  emba  rlssi  f  Z""''^  ^'^''^  '^^^ 

from  the  n,ystery  of  an  oS-not      lT\  ^"1^   ^'^'^  ^^"ten, 
rather  lonofv  b.it  nl^-Unf  ^«if     r        ''^ho«^-ho"se  stood  in  a 

-;iv  lull,  with  1 1;^;:^:^,.^^'::;^;;:^  :id''%'"V^  ^ 

buch-treo  grouin.r  at  one  end  ^f    t      ^:  '"1  '^  formidable 
n.urmur  of  his  pupils'  voice,  eln!.  .T-  ^'''^^  «^e  low 

Im-e;  .nto,-:-np^e,l  mnv  and  then  luVl!/i      ■''''"'  ""^  ^  ^^- 
the  nuisler.  in  the  tonc^o     ,  o    L  '  «"thont.-,tive  voice  of 

turo.  bv  ,he  app...ni,;:  I'n  'of X  birTs'L"'  ^7'^^"^- 
tardy  loiferor  alor;r  the  floworv  nith  of  km  ?  ?  "'tT"^  ™^ 
say,  he  was  a  conseienfio-w  Zl,,  ,  l^nowledge.  Truth  to 
golden  maxim.  "Spare  the  rod  nrl/  -wT  'T  ^"  ""'"^  the 
CraneV  scholars  ceJtJi^i;' Ve"^  Tot  ^^^  '''''■"    ^^^-^-^ 
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those  rud  ;otntt:i'of 'rr?'  v^r  ^^  ^^*  ^^  --  <>-  ^f 

their  8ul,j<..ts-  on  li.e  elf?  '  ^"'  7^'°  ^^^  ^■^-  *^«  «"^art  of 
'liscrinnnation  rati  e  C^^^^^^^  administered  justice  wiU. 
bac'ks  of  the  weak  <in,n.?v.-  T*^'  V'^"'°»  *^®  burthen  off  the 
-ere  ?un;:^(,:^'^^^;:^^^ose  of  the  strong.    Your 

rod,  was  passecl  bv  t^tl    U  r       ^"^^  ^°""sh  0^  tlio 

tougli,  wrong-headed,  broad-skiS  n..  1.  °i  •''  '°"^«  ^^^^^ 
'Ui'l  .swe!h.,|  and  gro  .  do^t'l  -Z^^  ^'  f  ^"^'^^^^"^  ^ho  sulke.! 
•'^11  thin  he  callod'^^'doin"lds  du  j^!!'  ^^ ^'^^^^  ^^e  birch, 
never  inflid^-d  a  d.a.ti^o  ,„t  '^i/f  *^i^P^^^<«  "j  and  h( 
assurance,  so  consnla  o  o  tL  "ll*^-  ^""°^^"^  ^*  ^y  the 
would  reme,nber  it  a,  ] -(h  u.k  hV  '/^  *hat  "  he 

had  to  live.-  ^'"'"'"^  ^"'^  ^"^  ^t  the  longest  day  he 

and'^;,:;:::^'^- --  ^  l^^as  even  «.e  companion 
would  convoy  son.e  of  the  sm^  l.'/  ?  ^'^^'^^^  afternoon^ 
to  have  pn^ttv  ^i^ier  ovVo^ftl  ""''  ^^°f^'  ^^o  happens.  I 
for  the  con.forts  of  thrcuX  -ml  T'7'  /"'  "^others;  noted 
to  keep  on  good  tern  vv  t  f  p^ni  "  T,'  '^  '^'^^"^'^^  ^"'^ 
from  Ids  school  wa.s  sniall  and  wS  L  ^t  '"'"^^^  "^«^«^" 
cient  to  furnish  hi.n  witl    d ,  I  i^ T  ^^"^  ^"^^ly  euffi- 

foeder,  and,  though    J  k     .d  rf/-  ^°'  ^^  ^^   »  l^^g'' 

eonda;  but  to  h<.lp  o^his  I    ,     .^^^  P°^^-^^«  ^t  an  anl- 

country  custom  i  ,  tlos    naW.  7^  ^'  7^'  according  to 

houses  of  the  farmo  ?  ./^^^  "^'^^'^  ^^^  lodged    at   the 
these  he  lived  suecosJivc'  7^.-0^17"    ^  '^^H?^'^^^^'     ^^tl 
rounds  of  the  ne,g]d,orho^>d    with  -fiM  •*™'',  ^^  ^^^°?  the 
up  in  a  cotton  handknrchTef  '^''  '^''^"^^"^  ^^^'  tie<] 

rust^';lt^:!^r:.C;;^  :;;i  ;^  :z:s^zr^  «^e  purses  of  his  . 

gnevous  burden,  and  XdnrteT 'Is  m^ V^  *^^?^^ '' 
yanous  ways  of  nm-lorin-  hi,  ,soI?  Lt  ""^f  ,^^^69,  he  had 
He  assisfed  the  farrnor  ;o  ^  ,  ;  in  hI  r  w^  'P^^'^" 
(he.r  farms,  helped  to  make  l.av  i  1^?/;^  Y^'  ^^^'^^  '^' 
horses  to  water,'  drove  the  co.  f  '  ^f^V^^^'  *?'  '''' 
for  the  ..nter  fire.     He  laid  aside.  K^e  domi^^t^- 
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emLe    1^3 1  Inol  '^"f        '^  ^^"^^  ^^  ^°^^«^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  kittle 

tkt^n ''      I  f     \  T^        ^"'^  M-onderfuUy  gentle  and  ingra- 

h.  .^1i  1      '  ^""?^  ^^'^      "  '^'^  «.^^«  of  the  mothers  by  petW 

which  wZm'':'"'^'''^-"  ■ '^  '^r^^^*'  ^"^  ^'^^  ^^  "o^boW 
Which  whilom    0  mngnanirnou8ly  the  lamb  did  hold,  he  would 

Jor^^lol^hti'r^  ^;Xr'"^'  ''''  ^^^'^  ^  ^^^'^  ^^^^  ^^«  ^^^ 

m. Jor  o*?''/u  "  ^'\u\''^\^'  yocatlon,,  he  was  the  singing. 
m.i8ter  of  tl  e  neighborhood,  and  picked  up  many  bright  shH 
l>"^s  by  mstruet.n.r  the  young  folks  in  psalmody      ft  wa^i 

■  union  in  front  of  tiie  church  c:a  crv   with  n  hanA  ^t  »u^^^ 
?E'r  ?"M"  '"'  """  "■'"^-  ^e  Compete!  -Lrtcft"; 
lar  above  nil  the  r«t  of  tlie  congroRation ;  and  there  are  n«-,. 

mi  J  pond    on  a  fitill  Sunday  mornimr,  which  are  said  +/>  h^ 

ogitimat.lv  descended  from  the  nose  of  Ichnbid  Cr^^^  ^,Jf 

by  divers  little  maJceshifts  in  that  ingenious  wav  which   's 

The  schoolmaster  is  generally  a  man  of  some  importance 

anoe      ,„,.„„,   ,  ,^,  ,„  ^.,„.„„  ^^^  P^^,^  stir  .^tt'^^W 
table  of  )i  firrnhous*',  and  the  adr^fmn  «r  „ 
dish  of  .kes  or  sweenueats,^^  ^:^:^^r:  ^^^^71 
liver  teapot.     Our  ,r,an  of  letters,  therefore,  was^^^iH^W 
happy  in   the  smiles  of  all  the  eonntry    damsels    ^Uw    hi 
^^ould  figure  among  them  m  the  churchyard,  between  ZvicL 

fhnt  Z'-      .f  *''"""^  ^7^'''  ^'''  ^"^^  ^'^^  the  wild  Wn^ 
that  overrun  the  surrounding  trees-  recitino-  fnv  ihl^il 

ment  all  the  epitaph,  „„  the"tombsi<^;  "„f  LL,tS^rS 
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&  whole  bevy  of  them,  along  the  bunka  of  tlie  adjacent  mill- 
pond;  while  the  more  bashfu!  country  bunij)kin8  hung 
slieepishly  back,  envying  his  Buperior  ele;,'ance  and  address 
trom  hi3  half-itinerant  life,  also,  he  was  a  kind  of  travel- 
ling  gazette,  carrying  the  whole  budget  of  local  gossip  from 
house  to  house  so  that  his  appearance  was  always  greeted  with 
satisfaction.  He  was,  moreover,  esteemed  bv  the  women  as 
a  man  o;  great  erudition,  for  he  hiid  read  seycral  books  quite 
through,  and  was  a  pe-fc-t  .niister  of  Cotton  Matlier^s  History 
of  New  England  Witcl.oraft,  in  which,  by  the  way,  he  mos't 
firmly  and  potently  believed. 

He  was,  in  fact,  an  odd  mixture  of  small  shrewdness  and 
simple  credulity.     His  appetite  for  the  marvellous,  juid  his 
powers  of  digesting  it,  were  equally  extraordinary ;  and  both 
had  been  increased  by  his  residence  in  this  spellbound  region. 
No  tale  was  too  gross  or  monstrous  for  his  capacious  swallow 
It  was  often  his  delight,  after  his  school  was  dismissed  in  the 
afternoon,  to  stretch  himself  on  the  rich  \m\  of  clover  border- 
ing the  little  brook  that  whimpered  by  his  scliool-hou.se  and 
there  con  over  old  Mather's  direful  tales,  until  the  gathering 
dusk  of  the  evening  made  the  printed  page  a  mere  mist  before 
his  eyes.     Then,  as  he  wendod  his  way  by  swamp  ajid  stream 
and  awful  woodland,  to  the  farmhouse  where  he  happened  t« 
be  quartered,  every  sound  of  nature,  at  that  witching  hour, 
fluttered  his  excited    imagination,— the    moan  of   the   whip- 
poorwill  from  the  hillside  the  boding  cry  of  the  tree-toad,  that 
harbinger  of  storm,  the  drearv  hooting  of  the  screech-owl   or 
the  sudiden  rustling  in  the  thicket  of  birds  frightened  from 
their  roost.     The  fireflies,  too,  which  sparkled  moat  v  yidly  in 
the  darkest  places,  now  and  then  startled  him.  as  o  e  of  un- 
common brightness  would  stream  across  his  path;  and  if  by 
chance  a  huge  blockhead  of  a  beetle  came  winging  his  blun- 
dering flight  against  him,  the  poor  varlet  was  ready  to  give 
up  the  ghost,  with  the  idea  that  he  was  struck  with  a  witch's 
token.     His  only  resource  on  such  occasions,  either  to  drown 
thought  or  drive  away  evil  spirits,  was  to  sing  psalm-tunes* 
find  the  good  people  of  Sleepy  Hollow,  as  they  sat  bv  their 
doors  of  an  evening,  were  often  filled  with  awo  at  hearing  his 
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^^l^^'^^'^^^  -V'  floating 

^y  the  fire.  ..rh  n  row  of  ll^olrt  T^^^'  "^  ^^^-^  B-t  .pinning 
the  hearth,  nnd  liston  to  f^^N^        ^\7  ""^  "Pluttering  along 

>ndge8,  and  hnnntod  honi;  nnd  n  T    T'^'^         ^^""*«'' 

anecdotes  of  witohcraft  nn^o    ttl^'f  *  *^;^"^  ^q««lly  by  his 
?"8  eights  and  so„nd.  in  f?,,  air  u^,f7^"^  °V;«"b  ""'^  P^rten- 
times  of  Copnorfinit.  and  ZiVJ-  ,/''?' ''^^^  ^^  tb*^  earlier 
.^peculations  npon  iomots  „n.    llor  *'%^''''"  ^"^^^ 
alarming  fart  that  tZlr]^a-TTi  f^:  ''"'^  ^'^^^   the 

.hat  thev ....  i.,r  H,o  tin:!  !.':i;t:l"'^  *""  ^°""^'  -^ 
^y^nXV:7,zz:.ot7:f  ':f  'f-  :^''^  -^^^^  end. 

niddyglo^vfrom  tho^raok'rfj^^^^  ^««  «"  ^f  a 

no  spectre  dnrod  fo  -hon     L     \""'?:^'"«-  ^"'^  "'here,  of  course, 
the  terrors  of  his  .uh.onj^f  ^J{.  ^  "'*''''  '^"^^-^  P"rcha..ed  bv 
shapes  and  ^hndows  ho^oThis  Tf^^  "7r'?f'^^.  ^'^^  ^««^«^ 
k'lare  of  a  snowv  ni^^ht'     WiK  u^w    ••^^J'^  ?"'  """^  ^^a«^^y 
''very  trembling  rav  of  ji^ht  1 J    •*  '"'*^"'  ^"^'^  ^^''^  ^e  eve 
from  some  di.?an  V^Jow      How  o'X  '''"'''  *^  ^^«*^  ^^^'^« 
;ome  shrub  covorod  Jhsno^^^'^ilJ':^^'  JT"''^  '^ 
oeset  his  verv  path  !    How  nfirJTAlu  •  ,'^'^*^'^  'P^^^, 
,iwe  at  the  s.,md  of  hi"o^  ;ton/nn  *i   'J""?  ^^^^  ^"^^^^i"^ 
hiB  feet,  and  dread  to  looTotri,?:  ?"  f^^-^ty  erust  beneath 
'>ehold  some  uncouth  bein!  TrZ  '     '^T^'^''''  ^""'^  ^e  should 
!iow  often  was  he  ?!  ro^  into  35  "^^  ^'^i""^  ^^'"^ '  ^"^ 
'ng  bla^t,  howling  amo^   ho  trZ^'  V^'T'^  ^^  ««"^«  "^^h 

tomf  o^f thTm  rS  ^al^  ^7,^-  ^^F->M.  phan- 
seen  many  spectres  in  hiT  time  nndl^''''  '^"'',?<'^^h  he  had 
by  Satan  in  divers  shaie.  Tn  Ms  loff  """"'^  *^.^  °"««  "^^'et 
^a.-iigbt  put  an  end  tTai/^h^e  iwit  LT  he^t^?,,^: 
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Katma  Van  Ta^sol,  tho  dnn^Mrr  and  onlv  rMldof  a  Zh 

eiffhtoon;  plnmp  as  a  pnrtnVV..  ripe  and  mclHnc.  and  ros 

not  Tnnrolv  for  hor  honnty.  Imt  hor  vast  oxportnt  on/     qu 

m  W  dross,  which  was  a  mivtnro  of  ......iVnt  nnd  n  o^Vrn 

fashmns   as  rnosf  .nitod  to  sot  off  hor  ohar  v.      ShoJro    ,^ 
ornamonts  of  p„ro  vollou-  ^oM  whir],  hor  in-^at-^'Unt-Tand 
moH,or  had  hron.ht  ovor  fro,,,  S..,,.rd,n„  ;  fl,o  <o,,rpt  n^Tm 
aohor  of  tr<.  ohlon  t,n,o.  .nd  Mifh,,!  a  nn.vol,  h,.dv  ll,  ,,,1  J.  " 

Ichahod  Crano  had  a  soft  and  foolish  lioart  toward,  thp 
^0.:  and  Tt  ,s  not  to  bo  wondorod  .f  fhnt  so  toXin:iZl^o} 
«oon  fonnd  favor  in  his  ovos.-moro  ospooinl].  nftor  irhad 
visitod  hor  in  hor  pntomal  mansion.     Old  Bnltns  Vnn  T^l 

f^ro/^l^o^  j;id'"^^  1  ^  ''''^^-  -ntontod!  li-hol^uIX 

j^Ss^rZh^i^d^-^rhi^ 

himsolf  ii.on  tho  hoarfv  ahnndnnoo  1!  h  V,'fZ\rr^ 
whioh  ho  lived.  His  st.on.hold  .a;  si/i.todt  t h^h  nS  Tf 
the  Hudson,  m  ono  of  those  m-oon    sheltered   forfVl!  1  • 

^Mch  .ho  Diitoh  farmers  are  so  fond  of  noW^;?  Ate" 
Im-treo  spread  its  hroad  hra, OS  over  it  nt  fV»  f^~^+  *  7^/ 
-.bbled  im  a  sprin.  of  t^.,  .oftost^:;  '.  to  :t  ;  .^t"^ 
httle  ^v^n  formed  of  a  barrel,  and  t),en  stole  s^.rVW'.l 
throii<rh  the  trrass,  to  a  nei^rhhorine  '  rc^k  tt^nf  blhi!^  1' 
amon.  alders  and  dwarf  willows.  nTrd  bv  the  f-^rli:  ' 
wa.     a     vast     ba.n,     that     mi.ht     h7ve  Wd   I/T 


TH«  (.loticD  or  n.wtn  hoixow. 
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in'A'^.;reh:™r„r'::!f  rr  °' ""'"•! -"■«'  -«* 

'H)undinir  witliin  iuT^T  •  f"""  '  *^«  ^'"'  ^^'^  busily  re- 
nins >ki,;;n.e  :.  e,r  r,v"7,''  *"  "'^"•^^  ^"'^"'>^«  -^^^  ^a^ 
«orne  with  one  J^^^Z't^Z:.:'!'  '^^^^^^^  P'^^^on.. 
^-omo  with  thoir  hea<i«  undi  r  ♦»,!?  .^"^^-^'^nff  the  weather, 
boHoms,  and  othe«  teilW  j^^'  """■"''  ""^  ^"•"'■^  ^n  their 
their  dames,  were  Joying  The  sIT'"^  *°1  '"^'"'?  ^^^^^ 
"nwieldy  porkers  w^iTuntin/ir.^"'  ^"  *^«  '•«>^-  S'eek 
of  their  pins,  whence  sSdforf^        ''^'?  ""^  ahundanee 

snowy  geese  wore  ridin.r  in  „«  ,'■  •  •  ^^^^^^y  «q"adron  of 
w^hole  fLts  of  ducks ;  4-" en?s  o'^S'  P^"^'  ~«--^>'«« 
through  the  farmyard    tSd  J^!tJ  ^     ,^'''?    ""'^'^   gobbling 

<^ry.  Before  the  barn-door  «t™fidr'  ''n"''l^'  'J'^content^.l 
torn  of  a  husband,  a  warrior  a^«/  ^'''"^"f  ''^'^'  *^'^^  P**- 
his  burnished  wing'  In d  cn.rnl  in  Ih  ^^"1^^''"'  ^'«PP'"^ 
of  hi8  heart,-8omet  mes  w^^  .f^""  ^"""^^  ""'^  ^'"'^"'^s 
and  then  generouTv"aI L:  J^^^^^^     ^^'  ^"^b  with  his  f^t, 

an.i  chiidre^  to  enii^  ^^^'::::(i:;:;:^i:^y,:^  ^r 

Tbo  pedagogue's  mouth  watered  I.  >,n  !  ,  ^  ^''°''^''^- 
fun.ptuous  promise  of  luxurimis  ^'f^  f„  ^'^"t'^^^.'^P""  this 
")ff  mind's  eve  he  pictured  to  Mr^cl^J  *'"''•  ^°  ^^«  ^^vour- 
nir.g  about  witf,  a  pudXg  i^h^^^^^^^^^  run- 

mouth ;  the  pigeonsVe;  Tnr.lv  2  '^'b^d  in'*^  '^^''.  ''"  ^''« 
pie,  a^d  tucked  in  with  a  co;n.lo  o  cr^ft  theT^''^^'^ 
swimmmg  m  their  own  ^n-aw  at^^  +)  J/  .  *^®  ^^^  ^^^e 
<^-sbos,  like  snug  mar  ied  co7pIeT  w  L  df  ?'""^  ^^"^  ^^ 
onion  sauce.     In  the  norlTr^  ?.  *  ^^"^^^  competency  of 

^leek  side  of  bacon  an d^^utrreh'h?^  T'"^  ?*  ^^'^  ^»t^'« 
bo  J*held  daintilv  tru^errup  Zth!^^""  '^^  1  ^"^'^^  but 
and.  peradventure  a  neck  L  nf  ^^^'''"^  "^*^«'"  i*«  ^i^ff, 
bright  chanticIecn.Vm^Tnrsn/jr''-^'  TT^«'  ^"^  e-^ 
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fields  of  wheat,  of  rye,  of  buckwheat  and  Indian  corn,  and  th« 
orchards  burtheno.l  with  ruddy  fruit,  which  surrounded  the 
warm  tom-mont  of  Van  Tiuwel,  his  heart  yearned  after  the 
dan.8(.  who  w)i«  to  inherit  these  domains,  and  his  imarination 
oxpandcl  with  the  idea,  how  they  might  be  readily  turned 
into  casfi   and  the  money  invested  in  immense  tracts  of  wild 
liiiKl,  anil  shingle  palarcs  in  the  wilderness.     Nay,  his  l.usv 
nuiey  alr..a.ly  realized  hin  hopes,  and  prcsentt^d  to  him  the 
blooming  Katrina.  with  a  whole  f.unily  of  children,  mounted 
on  t.'o  top  of  a  wagon  load..d  with  household  trumpery,  nith 
pots  and  kettl.'s  dangling  honoatli;  and  he  behold  himaelf  be- 
struiing  a  [)aoing  mare,  with  a  colt  at  her  heels,  setting  out  for 
Kentucky.  'IVnnesseo.  „r  the  ]a>vi\  knows  where. 

Wlien  ho  entered  the  h..u>^>  the  conquest  of  his  heart  was 
•'ompirte.  It  wa^  one  of  timsc  spacious  farmhouw-s,  with  high- 
nd.ged  bnt  lowly-sloping  roofs,  l.uiit  in  the  style  handed  down 
from  the  hrst  Dntx^h  settlers;  the  low  projecting  eaves  i.rming 
a  piazza  along  the  front,  capable  of  being  closed  up  in  bad 
weather  Under  this  were  hung  flails,  harness,  various  uten- 
sils of  husbandry,  and  net«  for  fishing  in  the  neighboring 
riv-er.  Lenches  were  hi.ilt  along  the  sides  for  summer  use- 
and  a  great  spinning-wheel  at  one  end,  and  a  chum  at  the 

1-  1.';  'tZ''^  !'";  '"i"'"  'T  ^"^  '^'^"'^'^  ^his  important  porch 
might  be  devoted.     From  th^s  piazza  the  wandering  Ichabod 
entered  the  hall,  which  formed  the  centre  of  the  manaion  and 
the  place  of  usual  residence.     Here,  row«  of  resplendent  pew- 
ter, --anffed  on  a  lonir  dresser,  dazzled  his  eves.     Tn  one  comer 
stood  a  huge  bag  of  wool  ready  to  be  spunj  in  another  a  oupji- 
tity  of  Imsev-woolsey  just  from  the  loom ;  ears  of  Indian  com 
and  .strings  of  dried  apples  and  p<.;iches,  hung  in  gay  festoons 
along  t  .0  wnll.  ming'ed  with  the  gaud  of  red  peppers;  and   a 
door  left  n.v.r  -/ave  him  a  peep  into  the  best  parlor,  where  the 
claw-footed  elinirs  nnd  dark  mahogany  tables  shone  like  mir- 
rors; an.hron«.  with  theiT-  accompanying  shovel  and   tong*>. 
glistened  from  their  covert  of  asparagus  tops;  mock  oranges 
and    conch-shells    decorated    the    mantel-pi.^e ;    strings    of 
various-coloured  hird's-eggs  we-e  suspended  above  it-  a  great 
o«trioh  (^gfr  wa.<  hung  fr.Ti  the  centre  of  the  room,  and  a  cor- 
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of  ^^tu:';;:^^^^'  ^-'y-  .pen  these  regions 
study  wa.  how  to  gain  th  f  aXoH ''''  f.T  '^^'  «^^  ^^^^W 
of  Van  Tassel.     In  tide  ent^r^rtrf  ""^  ^^'  P^"'^  ^^^g^tei 
difficulties  than  ge^.eral|v  i^Tl^fn  S  ^'VTY'  ^'  ^^'^  "^^e^e^l 
yore,  who  «eldonfl  ar-  n/  In  '  f '.  °^  ^    ^  knight-errant  of 
dragons,  and  .uch   ike  el!  iJ     ^     "^  f  ^'?^''  enchanters,  fiery 
with ;  ami  J)ad  to  in  ke  h'  X.Trn''''i^  adversaries,  to  contend 
and  bnuss,  and  wall^  of  nd^.S  T'.',^  ^^T«^  ^^^^«  ^^  i'-on 
lady  of  his  heart  wa    eo  Zed      .  I '  T"^  1''^'  ^"'^^^^  '^' 
■    easily  as  a  mnu  would  ea've  "i'tTvl,  H  p"^  ^  ^^^^"^^  «« 
ma.«;  pie;  and  th(>n  the  hdv  ^.^Lu^    ,  ^''t^^^^^^  of  a  Christ- 
course.     Iclmbod   on  thetf^^^^jVi?  ^'"^'?  ^  "^^^*^'  ^^ 
J>eart  of  a  eountn-  coquetrtse  '    ^?    "" ,T  ^^  ^^-^  ^  ^^^ 
and  caprices,  which  w4?e  fort^,  Zlf'  ^ .^^^'J^nth  of  whims 
and  in.pedi.nents;  an     he  had  to  ^."^  f  ^  difficulties 
adversaries  of  re..,    tie     am   h  Ld  ^T       "*''  ^  ^"^^  °^  ^^^^"1 
ers  who  beset  every  potal       Te'r  il"f  T^"-'  ^"^^^"^  ^dmir- 
«nd  an^ry  eye  upon  e^ac     ot  er  but  rp^/TPi"^  ^  ^^t^^^'^' 
-mm      eause  ag'ninst  an/nt' et /e"^^,  *°  ^^^  -*  -  the 

roisfel^rofTher-e^of  Ab'4  ^^  ^  ^^^-^  -ring, 

Dut.h  .abbreviation,  B^orVVnjw'th;  r'  '^'Tl'"^  ^«  «'^ 
round,  which  riin-  with  hll  Wfx  ^'''■'' ''^  ^he  country 
He  was  broadX^ldered  n/fjl?/  f^'^^f^  ^^^  hardihood' 
I'iack  hair,  and  a  bluff  but  "o,  t  nl  'ir/!'^'  7^  '^<^'''  ^^^'j 
a  m,n,led  air  of  fun  nn.^lZ^^^^^^^^ 
frame  and  -reat  powers  of  liuih  ho  ?!;  "", '"'  herculean 

of  Brom  I?ones.  by  vr^<^ l^taJ^^Z^''t^  *^"  "'^'^'"^"^« 
famed  for  groat  biowledge  and  .ki    7.  'f  "^  ^''''^;     ^«  ^ 
n-loxtorons  on  I.orsobaekls  ^'ar'a      '"  J^^^J'-^nship,  being 
races  and  cock-fiohls:  and   with  f  1  o    "^^'^'' foremost  at  all 
«tren,.th  acquires^in  rusTio  li^e  w-  ^^l.'r?::!^''^'^  ''¥'^  ^^^^'Xv 


setti 


ngiii>hat  on  one  .side,  and 


and  tonn  admitt 


in,i:  of  no  gaj 


^\.«"^P^>e  in  all  disputes 

i(T  Vila  A^^:^: ...    ' 


iving  his  decisions  with 


an  air 


ready  for  eithor  a  %h   T  a  fl^S'  Ztf^.'"''    ""  ""  '^^•^-'> 
*  irolic.  but  had  more  miacliief  thin 
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lU-will  in  his  composition;  and,  with  all  his  everbearing  rough- 
ness, there  was  a  strong  dash  of  waggish  good-humor  at  bot- 
tom. He  had  three  or  four  boon  companions,  who  regarded 
him  as  their  model,  and  at  tlie  head  of  whom  he  scoured  the 
county,  attendmg  every  scene  of  feud  or  merriment  for  miles 
around.  In  cold  weather  he  was  distinguished  by  a  fur  cap 
surmounted  with  a  flaunting  fox's  tail;  and  when  the  folks 
at  a  country  gatliering  det;cried  this  well-known  crest  at  a  dis- 
tance,  whiskmg  about  among  a  squad  of  hard  riders,  thev 
always  stood  by  for  a  squall.  Sometimes  his  crew  would  be 
heard  dashing  along  past  the  farndiouses  at  midnight,  with 
whoop  and  halloo,  like  a  troop  of  Don  Cossacks;  and  the  old 
dwnes,  startled  out  of  their  sleep,  would  listen  for  a  moment 
till  the  hurry-scurry  had  clattered  by,  and  then  exclaim,  "Aye. 
there  goes  Brom  Bones  and  his  gang !"  The  neighbors  looked 
upon  him  with  a  mixture  of  awe,  admiration,  and  good-will  • 
and  when  any  madcap  prank  or  rustic  brawl  occurred  in  the 
vicmity.  always  shook  their  heads,  and  warranted  Brom  Bones 
was  at  the  bottom  of  it. 

This  rfmtipole  hero  had  for  some  tim.  singled  out  the 
blooming  Katrma  for  the  object  of  his  uncouth  gallantries; 
and  though  his  amorous  t^^yings  were  something  like  the  gentle 
caresses  and  endearments  of  a  bear,  yet  it  was  whispered  that 
she  did  not  alto.jrother  discourage  his  hopes.  Certain  it  is  his 
advances  were  signals  for  rival  candidates  to  retire,  who  felt 
no  inclination  to  cross  a  lion  in  his  amours;  insomuch  that, 
when  his  horse  was  seen  tied  to  Van  Tassel's  paling  on  a  Sun- 
day  night,  a  sure  sign  Hint  his  ma.'^ter  was  courting,  or,  as  it  is 
termed,  "sparking,"  within,  all  other  suitors  passed  by  in 
despair,  and  carried  the  war  into  other  quarlors. 

Such  was  the  formidable  rival  with  whom  lohabod  Crane 
had  to  contend,  and,  ronsir^ering  all  things,  a  stouter  man  than 
he  would  Jiave  shrunk  from  the  competition,  and  a  wiser  man 
would  have  despaired.  He  had,  however,  a  happy  mixture  of 
pliability  and  perseverance  in  his  nature:  he  was 'in  form  and 
spirit  like  a  snpple-jruk,— yielding,  hut  tough  ;  though  he  bont 
he  never  broke;  and  though  he  bowed  beneath  the  sliffhtest 
pressure,  yet  the  moment  it  was  away,  jerk  l-he  was  as  erect, 
ana  earned  baa  head  as  high  as  ever. 
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made  frequent  ^X at  11'^^ w1^  not'STrZ^'  "' 

Hi,  notable  ,!tt"e  X^'^a'^^Z  TjlStT' 
houMkeeprnpr  and  manage  her  poultrv-  L  „  .?  "T 
oteen-ed,  ducks  and  geoSi  are  foil^*  «,!  '  /'"  "'^'^^ 
ooked  after   bnt  o-ir'!^„  !,        ^  . '"^'  *"*  ">"»*  be 

'J:VttZT„  "t  t^^  '^^^  *^^"'  ™   '«  pi^^na" 

his  suit  with  Se  di^ghtrL'Sde'ol't"  ^""'  T"^  »° 
great  elm,  or  saunteri„ralon*l;te Iri.Cf/'Jf  "'l''"  *'"' 
favorable  to  the  lover's  eloquence  ^    '  *'"''  *"""•  ™ 

I  profess  not  to  know  how  women's  heir(«  ,™  ™    j 

.Tn-ira^r  ■  VoS  ^  ^  S"o  ^^  ^F^'  ^^ 
door  of  access;  wh,1eX,l  Invc  ,  h  "  ?'"'"'»'''"  P"'"^-  ">• 
be.  captured  in  a  tLt^d'd^o  cU^Z^'Tt'S' 7' "'"-I 
tnump),  of  skill  to  p,i„  ,1,„  f„„„„,  1  utTiill  „' ,  '  "  '^'J 
Rfnc  '..p  to  maintain  po.*e,sion  o  the  tf»r  7  "^  "' "' 
must  ...tie  for  his  fortress  at  everv  do'    ^  '"windmr"  Te 

hear  of  a  c^uci't'e  •:  i:;;:.,^^:"'"^':;;!'^  z-  *"- 

former  evidently  deoline;jrhi:''h„'^-r  „  --Ltre^^n-'tfe^ 
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at  the  palings  on  Sunday  nights,  and  a  doadly  feud  gradually 
arose  l)etween  him  and  the  preceptor  of  Sleepy  Hollow, 

Brom.  who  had  a  degree  or  ron2:li  chivalry  in  his  nature 
would  fnin  have  carried  mntters  to  open  warfare,  and  have 
settlcil  thoir  pretensions  to  the  lady  nceording  to  the  mode  o' 
those  most  concise  and  simple  roasoners,  the  knights-errant  o' 
yore,— by  single  combat ;  but  Tchabod  was  too  conscious  of  the 
superior  micrht  of  his  adversary  to  enter  the  lists  against  him  • 
he  had  overheard  a  boast  of  Bones  that  he  would  "  double  the 
schoolmaster  up,  and  lay  him  on  a  shelf  of  his  own  school 
bnnpp  " :  and  he  was  too  warv  to  give  him  an  opportunitv. 
There  was  somethinrr  extremely  provoking  in  this  obstinatelv 
pacific  Bvslem  ;  it  left  Brom  no  alternative  but  to  draw  upon 
the  funds  of  rustic  wnggory  in  his  disposition,  'nd  to  plav  off 
boorish  practical  jokes  upon  his  vivnl.  Tchnbod  })ecamo  th^ 
object  of  whimsical  persecution  to  Bones  and  his  gang  of 
roufrh-riders.  They  harried  bis  hithr^o  peacefnl  domainS: 
smoked  our  his  siniring-school  bv  stopping  up  the  chitnnev 
broke  into  the  school-house  at  nic^ht.  in  spile  of  its  formidable 
fastenings  of  withe  and  window-stakes,  nnd  turned  everA-tbin? 
topsy-turvv,  so  that  the  T>oor  schoolmaster  began  to  think  all 
the  witz-hes  in  the  countrv  held  their  meetings  there.  But 
what  was  still  more  annoyinir.  Brom  took  all  opportunities  of 
turning  him  into  ridicTile  in  presence  of  his  mistress,  and  had 
a  scoundrel  dog  whom  be  taucrht  to  whine  in  the  most  ludic 
'ons  nr^nnor.  and  introduced  as  a  rival  of  Tchabod's  to  instruct 
her  in  psalmody. 

Tn  thU  wav  matters  went  on  for  some  time,  without  pro- 
dncinsr  anv  material  effort  on  the  relative  situation  of  the 
contending  powers.  On  a  fine  autumnal  afternoon,  Tchabod 
in  pensive  mood,  sat  enthroned  on  the  loftv  slool  whence  he 
usually  watched  all  the  concerns  of  his  little  literary  realm. 
Tn  his  hand  he  swaved  a  ferule,  that  pceptre  of  despotic  power 
the  birch  of  justice  reposed  on  three  pails  behind  the  thropc. 
a  eonstant  terror  to  evil-doers:  while  on  the  desk  before  him 
might  be  seen  sundrv  contraband  articles  and  prohibited 
weapons,  detected  upon  the  persons  of  idle  urchins,  such  a^ 
half-munched  apples,  popguns,  whirlgigs,  fly^ageg,  and  whole 
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e^ons  of  rampant  little  paper  pame-cocks.    Apparently  there 
harl  been  some  appallin":  act  of  justice  recently  inflicted,  for 
his  scholars  were  all  busilv  intent  upon  their  books,  or  slyh 
whispenng  behind  them  with  one  eye  kept  upon  the  master, 
and  a  kind  of  buzzing  stillness  reigned  throughout  the  school^ 
room.     It  was  suddenly  internipted  by  the  appearance  of  a 
negro,  m  tow-cloth  jacket  and  trousers,  a  round-crowned  frae- 
ment  of  a  hat,  like  the  cap  of  l^fercury,  and  mounted  on  the 
back  of  a  ragged,  wild,  half-broken  colt,  which  he  managed 
with  a  rope  by  way  of  halter.    He  came  clattering  up  to  th** 
school-door,  with  an  invitation  to  Tchabod  to  attend  a  merry> 
making,  or  "quilting  frolio,«  to   be  held  that  evenSng  at 
MAiiheer  Van  Tassol's;  and  h.ving  delivered  his  message  wit^ 
tl.at  air  of  itnportanco  and  effort  at  fine  language  which  a 
rogro  ,s  apt  to  display  on  petty  onil)assies  of  the  kind    he 

i.Tii  '    "."  ii  ^^fjr"!^''  '''^^1  '''^^  «^en  scampering  away  up  'the 
Hollow.  f>,.)l  of  the  importance  and  hnrrv  of  his  mission 

All  was  now  bustle  and  hubbub  in  the  late  quiet  school- 
room      The  scholars  wore  hurried  through  their  lessons  with 
out  stopping  at  trifles;  those  who  y^  ,r-e  nimble  skipped  over  ' 
i.alf  with  impunity,  and  those  who  were  terdy  had  a  smart 
application  now  and  then  in  the  roar,  to  rpiicken  their  speed 
or  help  tbem  over  a  tall  word.     Books  wore  flung  aside  Tth- 
m.t  being  put  away  on  tlie  shelves :  inkstan.ls  were  overturned 
Lonclies  thrown  down,  and  tlie  whole  school  was  turned  loose' 
an  liour  before  the  usual  time,  bursting  forth  like  a  legion  of 
young  imps,  yelping  and  racketing  al)out  t^'e  green  in^oy  at 
their  early  emancipation.  -  ^J'  »i 

at  his  toilet  brushing  and  furbishing  up  his  best,  and,  indeed 
only  suit  of  rust^-  black,  and  arranging  his  locks  by  a  bit  of 
hroken  looking-glass  that  hung  up  in  the  school-house.  That 
he  migbt  make  his  appearance  before  his  mistress  in  the  tru' 
Ptyle  of  a  cavalier,  ho  borrowed  a  horse  from  the  farmer  with 
whom  he  wa.s  domiciled,  a  choleric  old  Dutchman  of  the  nim' 

Zl^  T  \  ^5"\g^t:«^':ant  in  quest  of  adventuree.      But  it  i. 
meet  I  should,  m  the  true  spirit  of  romantic  story,  /five  rome 
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ao«ount  of  the  looks  and  equipraenta  of  my  hero  and  his  steed. 
The  animal  he  bestrode  was  a  broken-down  plough-horse,  that 
had  outlived  almost  everytliing  but  his  viciousuess.  He  waa 
gaunt  and  shagged,  with  a  ewe  neck,  and  a  head  like  a  ham- 
mer; his  rusty  mane  and  tail  were  tangled  and  knotted  with 
burrs ;  one  eye  had  lost  its  pupil,  and  was  glaring  and  spectral ; 
but  the  other  had  the  gleam  of  a  genuine  devil  in  it.  Still 
he  must  have  had  fire  and  mettle  in  his  day,  if  we  may  judgj 
from  the  name  he  bore  of  Gunpowder.  He  had,  in  fact,  been 
a  favorite  steed  of  his  master's,  the  choleric  Van  Eipper,  who 
was  a  furious  rider,  and  had  infused,  very  probably,  some  of 
his  own  spirit  into  the  animal;  for,  old  and  broken  down  as 
he  looked,  there  was  more  of  the  lurking  devil  iu  him  than  in 
any  young  filly  in  the  country. 

Ichabod  was  a  suitable  figure  for  such  a  steed.  He  roil  3 
with  short  stirrups,  which  brought  his  knees  nearly  up  to  the 
pommel  of  the  saddle;  his  sharp  ell)ows  stuck  out  like  grass- 
hoppers'; he  carried  his  whip  perpendicularly  in  his  hand, 
like  a  sceptre,  and,  as  his  horse  jo<(ged  on,  the  motion  of  his 
arms  was  not  unlike  the  flapping  of  a  pair  of  wings.  A  small 
wool  hat  rested  on  the  top  of  his  nose,  for  so  his  scanty  strip 
of  forehead  might  be  called ;  and  the  skirts  of  his  black  coal 
fluttered  out  almost  to  the  horse's  tfiil.  Such  was  the  appear- 
ance of  Ichabod  and  his  steed,  as  they  shambled  out  of  the 
gate  of  Hans  Viin  Ripper,  and  it  was  altogether  sucli  an 
apparition  as  is  seldom  to  be  met  with  in  broad  daylight. 

It  was,  as  I  have  said,  a  fine  autumnal  day ;  the  sky  wa.s 
clear  and  serene,  and  nature  wore  that  rich  and  golden  livery 
which  we  always  associate  witli  the  idea  of  abundance.  The 
forests  Iiad  put  on  their  sober  brown  and  yellow,  while  some 
trees  of  the  tenderer  kind  had  been  nipped  by  the  frosts  into 
brilliant  dyes  of  orange,  purple,  and  scarlet.  Streaming  files 
of  wild  ducks  began  to  make  their  appearance  hig-h  in  the  air; 
the  bark  of  the  squirrel  might  be  her.rd  from  the  groves  of 
l)eech  and  hickory  nut.%  and  the  pensive  whistle  of  the  quail  at 
intervals  from  the  neighboring  8tul)ble-field. 

The  small  birds  were  taking  their  farewell  banqud;8.  In 
the  fulness  of    their    revelry    they    fluttered,    chirping    and 
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a^e've^t^n^-  ^""'^  ^f  ^^^  ^'^  ^^  *  '  *^««>  capricious  from 
Uie  very  profusion  and  yancty  around  them.     T^iere  was  the 

with  Its  loud   querolous  note;  and  the  twittering  blackbird* 
%ing  in  sable  clouds;  and  the  golden-winged  woodpcxier 
with  Ins  crinison  crest,  his  broad  black  gorgit,  Jd  sXdli 
plumage;  and  the  cedai-bird,  with  ii.  rfd-tippcTwin^s  and 

lU  blue  jay,  that  noisy  coxcomb,  in  his  gay  light-blue  coat 
and  wvhite  underclothes,  screaming  and  chaUerfng,  n^ddTng 
and  bobbing  and  bowing,  and  pretending  to  be  on  good  terms 
with  every  songster  of  the  grove.  ^ 

As  Ichabod  jogged  slowly  on  his  wav,  his  eve  ever  ooen 
to  every  symptom  of  culinary  abundance;  ranged  ^;itldelTht 
over  the  treasures  of  jolly  autumn.  oL  all  sides  he  behlld 
va.t  stores  oi  apples,  some  hanging  in  oppressivnpulence  on 
the  ti-ees,  some  gathered  into  baskets  and"^  barrels  foftlle  m^ 
uwi,  ''■"'  '^^''PH'^^P  ^"  ^^ch  pilas,  for  the  cider-nress 
farther  on  he  beheld  great  helds^f  Indian  corn    witK 

tiie  ,)romi.e  of  cakes  and    hasty-pudding;    and    the    vellow 

oeuies  to  the  bun,  and  giving  ample  prospects  of  the  most 
luxurious  of  pies;  and  anon  he  pass<;d  ilu)  fragrant  buckwhrt- 
neld«,  breathing  the  odor  of  Uie  beehive,  and  as  he  beheld 
hem,  sof  anticipations  stole  over  his  mind  of  daintv  t^an 
ucks,  wel  -buttered,  and  garnished  n'lth  ..oney  o  troade  T 
the  delicate  little  dimpled  hand  of  Katrina  Van  Tassel'  "^ 
.       Urns  leeding  his  mind  with  many  sweet  thoS  and 

l^t IP^n^r  M-'""'  ""''  ^^'''y'  '^''^^^  th-t  here  Zl  tS  a 
gentle  undulation  wave<l  and  prolon^red  the  '-'np    J>    }  r 

.i.e  distant  mountain.  A  low  a'mber  clouds  flo^d  in  tifskv 
withou  a  breath  of  air  to  move  them.  The  horizoii^vt  of  ^ 
nae  golden  tint,  changing  gradually  into  a  pure  api i:*^l'^ 
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and  from  that  into  the  deep  blue  of  the  mid-heaven.  A  slant- 
ing ray  lingerorl  on  the  woody  crests  of  the  precipices  that 
overhung  some  parts  of  the  river,  priving  greafpr  d^pth  to  th»» 
dark-gray  and  purple  of  tlieir  rocky  s-des.  A  sloof)  was  loit- 
ering in  the  distance,  dropping  slowlv  down  witli  the  tide, 
her  sail  lianging  iis<dessly  against  the  msist;  and  a?  the  reflec- 
tion of  tho  sky  gleamed  along  the  still  wat^r,  it  seemed  as  if 
the  vessel  was  suspended  in  the  air. 

Tt  was  toward  evening  that  Ichahod  arrived  at  the  caetl^: 
of  the  Hcrr  Van  Tassel,  which  ho  found  thronged  with  the 
prido  and  flower  of  the  adjacent  country:  old  farmers,  a  spare, 
loathotn-fnccd  race,  in  homespun  coats  and  breeches,  blue 
stockings,  huge  .shoes,  and  magnificent  pewter  Imcklcs;  thei" 
l)i-isk,  withered  little  dames,  in  close  crimped  caps,  long- 
waisted  short  gowns,  homesimn  petticoats,  with  scissors  and 
pincushions,  and  gav  calico  pockets  hanginL'  on  the  outside, 
buxom  lasses,  almost  as  antiquated  as  their  mothers,  except- 
ing where  a  straw  liat.  a  fi  '■;  ribband,  or  p«rrliaps  .1  whiie  frock, 
gave  svmptoms  of  city  innovation ;  the  sons,  in  short  square- 
skirted  coats  with  rows  of  stupendous  brass  buttons,  and  their 
hair  generally  queued  in  the  fashion  of  the  times,  especially  if 
they  could  procure  an  eel-skin  for  the  purpose,  it  being 
esteemed  throughout  the  country  as 'a  potent  nourisher  and 
strensrtbener  of  the  hair. 

Brom  Bones,  howeve".  was  the  hem  of  the  scene,  having 
come  to  the  gatherintr  on  his  favorite  steefi  Dsiredevil.  a  crea- 
ture, like  himself,  full  of  mettle  and  mischief,  and  which  no 
one  but  himself  could  manage.  TTe  was.  in  fnnt,  noted  for 
preferring  vicious  animals,  "iven  to  all  kinds  of  trick«  which 
kept  the  rider  ip  con«tant  risk  of  his  pock :  for  ^'c  bold  ;i  tract- 
nble.  well-broken  horse  as  unworthy  of  a  lad  of  spin'f. 

Faip  wonld  T  pause  io  dwell  ui'on  trie  world  of  charms 
that  burst  upon  the  enraptured  caze  of  my  hero  as  he  entered 
the  state  parlor  of  Van  Tassel's  mansion, — not  those  of  the 
hew  of  buxom  lasses,  with  their  luxurious  disnbiv  nf  red  and 
white,  but  the  ample  charms  of  a  genuine  Dnt'^h  country  tei 
table,  in  the  sumptuous  time  of  autumn.  Such  |,pnped-u'i 
platters  of  cakes  of  various  and  almost  indei-e-nuibif  '-••uls. 
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thon  tl,™  were  a?„t'i,^«  ,n^       °"  •"""'■'  "'  ''"'<«'•     And 

Vsi,l,.  .li,.e,  I't  E  aLTsn  oked''S'",T,,i''"'  P^Pl^i"-?'-; 
al>  e  dislies  of  nrP^PrvJ,!      ""^^  ^^^'  »"«•  moreover,  deect- 

toMl.or  with  bow  sor,^^ir«I;^  "''""  "i;^  '•"^^t^^  chickens, 
motherlv^Esond^L:^  en.nnoratod  thorn,  with  the 

-Heav4  bless  tInH?k'   I  wtt  !    "\^ ''''''.  ?""^  ^^«  "'^"^^^t 
'Lis  banquet  as  it  do"™   Id^  n      '*    ""'^    '"^'  *°  ^'^^"""^ 

Hil.ner  and  ever  ■  other  rL.fr    ".  *'  ^"^^  "^  ^^^  ^an 

ns  the  harvest  moon      H^,*  '"    ^^m ''""^^^'  "'^""^  and  jolly 

Hnt  expressive  Wco^fi;e^;o^l'^l\"*^7*r^  ^'^^^  ^^'^^ 
on  the  shoulder,  a  lo^l  h  1^"  V^'^  of  the  hand,  a  slap 
"  fall  to.  and  help  themselves  -  ^''''^"^  invitation  to 

or  ^n::::zzr^'^zr'^^:i:  ^!^^ "™  -- 

yrav-headed  nerrro    who  hnTh^      'he  mnsician  was  an  old 
the-nei..hborhooTfor  mo^'?j,,^n, If     '^'T'"*  '''^''^^  ^' 

of  the  t.me  he  scraped  on  two  or  thrrstrinr    ^''^''  P^^* 
ever,  movement  of  the  bow  with  ;';:orn^;^eTe:d^^^^^^^^ 
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aJmofit  to  the  jrround  and  Btamping  wit^  his  foot  whenever  a 
fresh  couple  were  to  start. 

Ichabod  prided  himself  upon  hi"  dnncinj^  as  much  as  upon 
his  vocal  powers.     Not  a  limb,  not  a  fibre  about  bim  was  idle; 
aiid  tohave  seen  his  loosely  hunj,'  frame  in  full  motion,  and 
clattering  about  the  room,  you  would  have  thouirbt  St.  Vitus 
himself,  th&c  blessed    atron  of  the  dance,  was  figurine  before 
you  in  person.     He  was  the  admirnt'on  of  all  the  no<,M-oes 
who,  having  gathered,  of  all  ages  arid  sizes,  from  tbo^fanii 
and  the  neighborhood,  stood  formiiir  a  pyramid  of  shinins; 
black  faces  at  every  door  and  window,  gazing  with  deliglit  at 
the  scene,  rollin,?  their  white  eyeb-.lls,  and  sh..wing  irrinnin-r 
rows  of  ivory  from  ear  to  ear.     Tlow  could  the  flof'.rcr  o? 
urcliins  be  oth(  .-wise  than  animated  and  joyous.     The  lady 
of  his  heart  wa.s  his  partner  in  tlio  d.mce,  aiid  smilin"  "raci 
ously  in  reply  to  all  his  amorous  oglings;  while  liroiirRoiios 
sorely  smitten  with  lovo  ami  jealousy,  sat  brooding  by  himself 
in  one  comer. 

When  the  dance  was  at  an  end,  Ichabod  w;h  attracted  to  a 
knot  of  the  sager  folks,  who,  with  old  VanTasscl,  snt  sinokin- 
at  one  end  of  the  piazza,  trossii.im:  ov.-r  former  timo^  and 
drawing  out  long  stories  about  the  war. 

This  neighborhood,  at  the  time  o?  whi(h  f  am  sooakin.- 
was  one  of  those  highly  favored  places  -.rhic'i  abound  with 
chronicle  and  groat  men.  The  Briti.],  and  American  lin.- 
bad  run  near  it  during  the  war:  it  hnd,  therefore,  been  the 
scene  of  marauding,  and  infestnd  witli  refn-ees,  cow-boy« 
and  all  kinds  of  bordei;  chivalry.  Just  suffLMent  time  l,ad 
elapsed  to  enable  each  story-teller  to  dress  up  bis  Uh  with  i 
ittle  becoming  fiction,  and,  in  tbe  indistinctness  of  his  recol- 
lection,  to  make  himself  the  hero  of  everv  exi'KMt 

There  was  the  story  of  DotTuo  ^lartling,  a  'lar^e  blue- 
bearded  Dutchman,  who  had  noarlv  taken  a  British  fri<rnt.> 
with  an  old  iron  nine-nounder  from  a  mud  breastwork,  onlv 
that  b,s  gun  burst  nt  the  sixth  discharge.  And  there  was  an  old 

fr^,.  r  T.i''''''  '^;'^^  ^^  nameless.  l>oing  too  rich  a  m^•nheer 

to  be  lightly  mentioned,  who.  in  the  battle  of  Wl.ite  Pl-iins 

bnng  an  excellent^  master  of  defence,  porried  a  musket  ball 

v-ith  a  small  gword,  insomuch  that  he  absolutely  foU  it  whiz 
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round  the  blade,  and  glance  off  at  the  hilt;  *  i  proof  of  which 

Kreat  .n  the  fiold,  not  one  of  whom  but  was  persuaded  that  he 
ha.I  a,conHnlerable  hand  in  bringi...  th.  war  to  a  Imr^  t^ 

But  all  these  were  nothing  to  the  tales   of   irhost*   ui<f 
«ppant.onH  that  sucoet-ded.     The  neighborhood    f  rich    h 
•^'.•ndnrv'   roa-sures  of  the  kind.     Localtales  and  super^Htions 
hnve  ^Kt  ,M  these  sheltered  lon;;-settled  retrea?.^  but  a?" 
t,-amnled  under  foot  by  the  shifting  throng  that  forms  tl. 
population  of  most  of  our  country  places.     Besides   there    • 
no  encouragement  for  ghosts  i ,  m^st  of  our  villa.^es   for  the' 
have  scarcely  had  tun.  t..  fini.i,  their  first  nap.  and  turn  them 
^^rtl^"  the.r  grares.  before  their  surviving  frienlhre 
travelled  away  from  the  neighhorhoo.I ,  so  that  when  thev  turn 
ou    .t  n.ght  to  walk  their  rounds,  they  have  no  aemVaintanc" 
left  to  call  upon      This  is  porhnr.s  the  reason  whvV?  "o  seT 
t?JC      ^      *''  '""^*  ''"  ""  long-established  Dutch  com 

r^.Z^.I  in'^l^^liate  cause,  however,  of  the  prevalence  of  super- 
nati-ral  stones  m  these  parts,  was  doub  less  owinc.  to  tb-. 
vicuMt.v  of  Sleepy  [lollow.  There  wa.s  a  contagion  hTtle  ver 
ir  t'.a  blew  from  thnt  haunted  ro,.,on;  it  brSthed  f  rth  -  - 
.tn..spboro  of  dreams  nnd  f.,noios  infeotin<r  nil  the  lar  ^ 
Sevvrnl  of  the  Sleepv  Hollow  people  were  "pre  en  nt  Van 
f.      i     n  'r  '  ^^"^'"^'•. "-^^^  ^1"J''"?  ou(  their  wild  nnd  wonder 

raiPs  and  mournmn.  cr.es  a..d  wailin^s  heard  and  seen  nbou 
the  gre.at  tree  where  the  nnforfunate  Maior  Andr^  was  taken 
and  which  .tood  in  the  nei^hborhnoM.     Some  rnentTon   wn, 
-arl,.  niso  of  the  woman  in  white  that  haunted  thl  dark  fden 
at  Raven  Rock,  and  was  rff-n  Menrd  to  shriek  on  winW  niSfn 

narrofVJ'T'  ^'T"  ''''''  '  '^  *^^^^^  ^"  *»^«  snow  ^J^^b  'J 
part  of  the  8  ones  however,  tv.rned  upon  the  favorite  -'.r: 
of  Sleepy  ITollow,  the  headless  nor^eman   who  bn^  hZ  X      _, 

Whored  h„  h„™e  nightlv  .,„„„,.  the  ^,„e,  in'lhe  "h„™' 


TUB    LSUIUID    Of    BLXKPX    HOLLOW. 


67 


Tlie  tiuquetitered  utuatiou  ol  tia»  church  8eem«  always  u> 
huvu  mudti  u  a  iavontu  hauut  oi'  Uoubied  tipiritii.  It  liuuida 
ou  a  knuil  BuiTouudcd  by  iucust-«.reeH  and  iolty  ehiib,  irom 
umouji  wiiicii  lis  dctuui  whitewubhed  walltt  Bluue  modeatly 
loiUi,  iiKu  VJluibUau  punLy  beaiiuiig  tlirough  the  aiiaUfS  oJ£ 
rcurcmcuL.  A  gentle  bio|>e  descends  jrom  it  to  a  silver  bUeai, 
ui  water,  bordered  by  iagu  *rec8,  between  wJiich  peepu  may  be 
caught  at  the  blue  liilia  oi'  tlie  Hudi-on.  To  look  upou  its 
gratis-grown  yard,  where  the  Bunbeatua  seem  to  sleep  so  quietly, 
one  would  tiunk  that  there  at  leai^t,  ihe  deaa  might  rest  'n 
peace.  On  one  side  of  tlie  church  extends  a  wide  woody  deli, 
along  which  raves  a  large  brook  among  broken  rocKs  ana 
trunks  oi  ialleu  trees.  Uver  a  deep  black  pait  of  tlie  stream, 
not  far  from  the  church,  was  formerly  thrown  a  wooden 
bridge;  tiie  road  tliat  led  to  it,  and  the  oridge  iUeli,  we-j 
thickly  shaded  by  overhanging  trees,  which  caat  a  gloom  aboui 
It,  even  in  tlie  daytimci,  but  occasioned  a  fearful  darkness  at 
night,  bucu  was  one  oi  the  iavoiiie  haunts  of  tlie  heauiess 
liorseiiian,  and  tiie  place  where  he  was  most  irequemly  eucoun- 
lered.  The  tale  was  told  oi  old  Liouwer,  a  most  heretical 
Jisbeliever  in  ghosts,  how  ne  met  Uie  i0J>eman  leLuiuing  iiom 
his  ioray  uilo  oieepy  iiouuvv,  auul  was  uoiigeU  to  j^el  up  Ue- 
iiind  him;  how  they  galloped  over  bush  and  brake,  over  hill 
and  swamp,  until  they  reached  the  bridge;  when  the  hoisemaji 
suddenly  turned  into  a  skeleton,  threw  jld  iJrouwer  into  the 
brook,  and  sprang  away  over  the  tree-topa  with  a  clap  of 
thunder. 

This  story  was  immediately  matched  by  a  thrice  marvelloufl 
adventure  of  Brom  Bones,  who  made  light  of  tlie  Galloping 
Hessian  as  an  arrant  jockey.  He  .ithrmed  that,  on  returning 
one  night  from  tlie  neighboring  village  of  Sing-Sing,  he  had 
been  overtaken  by  this  midnight  trooper;  that  he  had  offered 
to  race  with  him  for  a  bowJ  ot  punch,  and  should  have  won  ic 
too,  for  Daredevil  beat  the  goblin  horse  all  hollow,  but,  just  as 
they  came  to  the  church  bridge^,  the  Hessian  bolted,  and 
vanished  in  a  flash  of  fire. 

All  these  tales,  told  in  that  drowsy  unaertone  with  whicn 
men  talk  in  the  dark,  the  countenancos  of  the  listeners  only 
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now  and  tJicn  rewiiinfr  n  ,  >  ,    i     i         , 
P.pe,  Hank  deep T    e  n.fnd       tf  ?"".'  ^T  "^"  ^'^  <>'  « 
kind  Willi  kZ  av  'uc  '■     ^'  '"'P'^"'  ^^^«"^  "• 

•n"tl.er.  and  add^    nuim"  .'."-r.  .'I'Tf '"';'".?""r'  ^'°^^« 
Pi'uv  in  his  natice  S  a  !^f     ^''^  .^'''^^  ^^'^^  taken 

vHiicli  ho  had  seen  in  itr    .  ■    f'.  Ti ''"^f  ^'^^  ^^"^^"^  "^K^*- 
^'i'he  revel  no'w  gVad-  a  i    '  V^^'"  ^hout  Sleepy  IJoli. 
gathered  together  their  f  r  .  .  .  1^'-      ^°^    °^*^    farmers 

heard  for  some  time  rattii',  id";  •  !'  ■'  ': 'Sgons  and  were 
the  distant  hills.  Some  ^''hc^  '■  i.  ^"^  f°^<^8  and  over 
I't'hind  their  favorite  .wL.  ^i^w  '  /r  "TT^^  '^^  P"^^^^ 
"""i,^'ing    with    the  cX    .'.f     o  '^'^ '^T^^'' ^^"ghter, 

'Ji^"J  awaj,-and   the      e  hcI  "e  of  n       "''^   ^1''^  ^^^^^^^l^ 

to  .the  custom'o/^coun  V  I  er?"^-  ^T^^^'^^A  ^^^^^^^^ 
heiress,  fully  convinced  'In    h.  «^  tete-a-tete  with  the 

--cess.  .  wLt  pS'at  1  Tn^vieri'^if  L'/^'^  T.^  *° 
8'iy,  <or  in  fact  I  do  not  knnw  Z^Zi  '''^\^ot  Pretend  to 
'ne,  mrst  have  irone  w?om.  ^  Ji  ^°T^-*^','°^'  however.  1  fear 
^'o  vcrv  great  tZryTl^!''  ^'^  '"'^'""'^^  '^^^^^  f^rth,  after 

fai.^-n/(fthie"r;:l;A",l^;-^^ 

' »  P'^yin-  oil-  any  of  her  couuetfish  f rS^  1.    .?r*  ^?^  ^^^« 

;"'nag..nu.nt  of  the  ^oor  Z.^'^  a  nt'e  ^h^^  ^''  ''" 
her  corKiiiest  of  his  rivW  9    rr..^  ^       7  ^    ^^^  ^"^ra  to  secure 

I "    slicing   a   hcnroo"t   rSr   H  ''/•"',™<'"l'<>l'ad 

I"  ll-  »t.l,l,..  n„,l  wUhsovtniS.'cut^r.' ""«''« 
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waters,  with  here  and  there  the  tall  mast  of  a  sloop,  riding 
quiotiy  at  anchor  under  the  land.  In  tne  dead  huflh  of  mid- 
night he  could  even  hear  the  barking  of  the  watch-doK  from 
tne  opposite  shore  of  tlie  Hudson,  but  it  was  so  vague  and 
faint  as  only  to  give  an  idea  of  his  distance  fr  )m  tliis  faithful 
companion  of  man.  Nott  and  theu,  too,  i.he  long-drawn  crow 
ing  of  a  cock,  accidentally  awakencl,  would  sound  far,  far  off 
from  some  farmhouse  away  among  the  hills ;  but  it  was  like  a 
dreaming  sound  in  his  ^ar.  No  ngiis  of  hie  occurred  near 
him,  but  occasionally  the  melancholy  chirp  of  a  cricket,  or 
perhaps  the  guttural  twang  of  a  buli-lro«  from  a  neighborirg 
marsh,  as  if  slw^pin^'  uncomfortab!v,  an''  turning  suddenly  in 
his  bed.  . 

All  the  etorios  of  ghosts  .tnd  goblins  that  he  'ad  heard  m 
the  afternoon  now  cfune  crowding  uiK»n  his  recolkvtiou.-  Tlit» 
night  grew  darker  >vnd  darker;  the  btars  seemed  to  sink  deeper 
in  the  sky,  and  driving  clouds  occasionally  hid  them  from  his 
sight.  He  had  never  felt  so  lonely  anr,  dismal.  He  wa», 
moreover,  approacliiiig  the  verv  place  There  many  of  the 
scenes  of  tlip  ^^ho6t-stori"8  had  been  laid,  hi  Uie  centre  of  th  • 
road  stood  an  enormous  tulip-tree,  which  towered  like  a  giant 
above  all  the  othor  trees  of  tho  na  pnborhood,  aud  formed  a 
kind  of  landmark.  Its  limbs  were  gnarled  and  fantastic, 
large  enough  to  form  trunks  for  ordinary  trecf,  twistinj.  down 
almot«t  to  the  earth,  and  rising  again  into  the  air.  It  was  c  n 
nected  with  the  tragical  story  o.  the  uu-fortunate  Andr6  who 
liad  be*'n  taken  prisoner  hard  by,  and  was  uni/eirsall'^  ^nown 
bv  the  name  of  Major  Andre's  tree.  The  conimor  people 
regarded  it  with  a  mixture  of  respect  and  supcr^MtJi  ,  partly 
out  of  sympathy  for  th^  fate  f  its  ill-starred  n  mf'sake  and 
f  tly  from  the  talen  of  strange  sights  and  dolt  ul  lamenta 
tions  told  concerning  it 

As  Ichabod  approached  this  fearful  tre*  he  hogan  to 
whistle;  he  thought  his  whistle  was  answerpo  .  it  was  but  a 
blast  sweeping  sharplv  through  the  dry  branch  ^.  As  h^ 
aporoached  a  litt'e  nearer,  he  thought  he  saw  Bonnf  '>g  white 
h-  iging  in  the  mi  ist  of  the  tree ;  he  paused  an  erased  whist- 
Uiig;  but  on  looking  more  narrowly,  perceived  th  ^  it  was  a 
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ciiatterea  an.i  hi^  iJmL    ^"^'^^J^  ^e  ^eard  a  groan;  his  teeth 
the  Sln^ol  one  C^^^^^  ^^  f^^^  ^^  ^«*^ 

but  new  perilB  iyZZT^Ln        ^"^  "^^  ^^  "^  ^"^^^^ 

glen,  known  ^t!SiZ  TmSt:^^  "T^^  ""^'^t 
iogs,  Imd  side  by  side  served  fnr  o  ^  ^T  P*  ^  ^^^  ^^^S^ 
On  tJiat  side  of  U,e  roSTXre  S^e  hrnnf^'  T!!,  *^  «^^^- 
group  of  oaks  aaid  S^Jute   m^tt^^^^^^^^^  ^?7°<>^'  » 

vines  thr^w  a  eavemor^rom  over  it  To^'nS-Ti^  f  "P"" 
was  the  severest  trial  itJ^Jlthil'^  \  ^^^  ***"  '^"^S" 
unlbitunate  Andr"  was  can?^r!^  this  identical  spot  that  the 

those  ciie.tnute  ^d  Zs7ere1he  ^17^''  "^^  '''''''  '' 
who  surprised  him  ThL  hl^  ..1  ^'-^^^^  J^^men  concealed 
haunted  stream,^ifirful\'?,'!?/T  ^^  ^^^^idered  « 
who  ha3  to  pass  Talonel^te/Vark        °^  '^  *''  ^'^^'^^^ 

sun^lnLl^j^Totte^'^r^^^  ^^-  ^^  ^^--Pi  ^^e 

a  score  of  kicks  T  the  ribs    anZn '"'^!?"'  ^'''  ^^^'^  '^^^f 
across  the  bridge  •?ntiLS«H   T.  l^^mpted  to  dash  briskly 

old  animal  made  i  Lte  ^  mov;it'''^f  '^T^*^'  ^^^  P«^^«"« 
the  fence.     IchabodwhZ  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^°*^'^e  Against 

jerked  the  reins  r'the'o'rr     dT  and'Sd  f 'IV'^^^^^^' 

a  thicket  ofTitc  rxter^'jhi 'rr  ^^" 

now  bestowed  both  whiu  nnH  hnli    "®^®^-     -^^^  schoolinajster 

old  Gunpowder,  Ihl'dL^'  Wrsn^fflin^'l"^  "'^  ^^ 
but  came  to  a  sfcrnd  iust  bv  H,p  k!;?     ^^"™'°g  and  snorting, 
had  nearly  sent  hfs  ri  ler  surauS^  ^^u^  suddemiess  that 
this  mome'nt  a  pla^hy  t^T;  re'siYeVrhe^^^^^^^     ''''  ^* 
the  sensitive  ear  of  Ichabod.   ^In  the   dLk«F   T^''  T^^'^ 
grove,  on  the  margin  of  the  brook  J,«  k  u^  "^"i"^    "^   ^ht 
misshapen,  black,  ^aiid  tower w''' if  b^^^  '^T?^'^^  huge, 
gathered  up  in  the  gloom   Hkf-nrnl  '^''^..^o*.  but  seemed 
to  8pring  nU  the  tSSr  ^^"'^'^  "'^^^^^  '^'^f 
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The  hair  of  the  affriffhtfid  pedagoome  rose  upon  hiB  heafi 
with  terror.     What  was  to  be  done?    To  turn  and  fly  wan 
now  too  late;  and,  besides,  what  chanee  was  there  of  escapin? 
phost  or  poblin.  if  such  it  was.  which  could  ride  upon  the 
wings  of  the  wind?     Snmmoningr  un.  therefore,  a  show  of 
courage,  he  demanded    in    stammering   accents.    "  Who    aro 
you?"    Fe  received  no  rcp1v.     Fe  repeated  bis  demand  in  a 
still  mo'c  agitated  voice.     Still  there  was  no  answer.     Once 
more  he  cudgelled  the  sides  of  tbo  inflexible  flunpowder.  and, 
shuttiuff  bis  eves,  broke  forth  witb  invohintnrv  fervor  into  a 
nsalm-tune.    Just  then  the  sbidowv  object  of  alarm  put  itself 
in  mo+ion.  nnd  witb  a  scnmbTip  and  a  bound  stood  at  once  in 
ihe  middle  of  the  road.     Tboiifrh  the  nirbt  wag  flnrk  and 
dismal,  vet  tbe  form  of  ihe  unlcnown  miirbt   now   in   nome 
deerep  be  ascertained.     Fe  nnpeared  to  be  a  borsemnn  of  larire 
dimiension<!.  and  mourted  on  a  black  borse  of  pnwerfnl  frame. 
Fe  made  no  offer  of  molestation  or  socinbilitv.  but  kent  aloof 
on  one  side  of  the  road,  loorgin'--  alon?  on  tbe  blind  side  of  old 
Ounpowder.  wbo  had  now  got  over  bis  fright  and  wa^-ward- 
ness. 

Tcbabod.  wbo  bad  no  relish  for  this  strange  midnight  com- 
nanion.  and  betbounrbt  bim^self  of  tbe  adventure  of  Brom 
Bonr<5  witb  t^-e  Oalloning  Fespinn.  now  quickened  bis  steed 
in  bone<!  of  leaving  him    bebind.     Tbe    stranjrer.    bowever. 
ouickened  bis  borse  t/>  an  eoual  pace.     Tcbabod  pulled  up  and 
fell  into  n  walk.  thinkin<r  to  la.^  bebind:  the  other  did  tbe 
same      Fis  benrt  hesrnn  to  sink  witbin  birr, ;  ]ip  enrlp-rored  to 
resume  bis  psnlm-ture.  but  bis  parched  tonmie  clave  to  tbe 
roof  of  bis  month,  and  be  could  not  utter  a  stave.     Tbere  was 
some^bincr  in  tbe  moodv  and  dogrred  silence  of  this  pertinaci- 
ous companion  that  was  m^-jsterious  and  appalling.     Tt  wa.s 
soon  fearfullv  accounted  for.     On  monnting  a  rising  ground, 
wbicb  bron<Tbt  the  figure  of    bis    fellow-traveller    in    relief 
ajrainct  tbe  skv.  gigantic  in  heicht   and  muffled  in  a  cloak. 
Tcbabod  wng  borror-stnick  on  perceiving  tbat  he  was  beadless! 
Bnt  bis  bor'-or  was  st,ill  more  increased  on  observing  tbat  tbe 
biead.  wl'icb  sbould  have  rested  on  his  shoulders,  was  carried 
before  him  on  the  pommel  of  tbo  saddle:  bis  terror  rose  to 
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desperation ;  he  rained  a  shower  of  kickii  and  hloyn  upon  Chin- 
powder,  hopinsr  by  a  audden  movement  to  ^ve  hia  companion 
the  Blip,  hnt  the  spectre  started  full  jump  with  Wm.  Away 
then  thev  dashed,  throu<!:h  thick  and  thin,  atones  flyinjf,  and 
sparks  flashing,  at  every  bound.  Tohabod*s  flimsy  puroents 
fluttered  in  the  air,  as  he  stretched  his  lonff  lank"  body  away 
over  his  horse's  head  in  the  eagerness  of  his  flight. 

Thev  had  now  reached  the  road  which  turns  off  to  Sleepy 
Hollow ;  hnt  Gunpowder,  who  seemed  possessed  with  a  demon, 
instead  of  keepinc:  up  it.  made  an  opposite  turn,  and  plun^d 
headlong  down  the  hill  to  tlie  left.  This  road  leads  through 
a  sandy  hollow,  shaded  by  trees  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
where  it  crosses  the  bridge  famous  in  goblin  story;  and  just 
beyond  swells  the  green  knoll  on  which  stands  the  whitewashed 
church. 

As  yet  the  nanio  of  the  steed  had  givon  his  unskilful  -^irlpr 
an  apparent  advanta^re  in  the  chase;  but  just  as  he  had  got 
half-wav  through  the  hollow,  the  girths  of  the  saddle  gave 
war.  and  he  felt  it  slipping  from  under  him.     He  seized  it  by 
the  pommel,  and  endeavored  to  hold  it  firm,  but  in  vain;  and 
had  lust  time  to  save  himself  bv  clasping   old    Gunpowder 
round  the  neck,  when  the  saddle  fell  to  the  earth,  and  he  heard 
it  trampled  under  foot  by  his  pursuer.     For  a  moment  the 
terror  of  Hans  Van  Ripper's  wrath  passed  across  his  mind, 
^'or  it  wq5  his  Rundav  saddle ;  but  this  was  no  time  for  petty 
fears:  the  goblin  was  hard  on  his  haunches,  and  (unskilful 
rider  that  he  was!)  ho  had  much  ado  to  maintain  his  seat, 
pometimrs  slipping  on  one  side,  sometimes  f  n  the  other,  and 
sometimes  jolted  on  the  high  ridge  of  his  horse's  backbone 
with  a  violence  that  he  verily  feared  would  cleave  him  asunder. 
An  opening  in  the  trees  now  cheered  him  with  the  hopes 
thfit  the  church  bridge  was  at  hand.     The  wavering  reflection 
of  a  silver  star  in  the  bosom  of  the  brook  +old  him  that  he  was 
not  mistaken.     He  saw  thp  walls  of  the  church  dimlv  glarinj. 
under  the  trees  bevond.     He  recollected  the  place  where  Brom 
V,nnn':'  ffhostlv  compelitor  had  disappeared.     "  Tf  I  can  but 
reach  that  bridge."  thought  Ichabod.  "  T  am  safe.*'    Just  then 
he  heanl  the  black  st^ed  panting  and  blowin/r  close  behiud 
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him:  he  e^nen  fancied  that  he  felt  his  hot  hreath.  Another 
convulsive  kick  in  the  ribs,  and  old  Gunpowder  sprang  npon 
the  bridge;  be  thundered  over  the  resounding  nlanks;  he 
gained  the  opposite  side;  and  now  Tchabod  cost  a  look  behind, 
to  see  if  his  pursuer  should  vanish,  jiccording  to  rule,  in  a  flash 
of  fire  and  brimstone.  Just  then  l-e  saw  the  goblin  rising  in 
his  stirrups  and  in  the  very  art  of  hurling  his  head  at  him. 
Tchabod  endeavored  to  dodge  the  horrible  missile,  but  too  late. 
Tt  encountered  his  cranium  with  a  tremendous  crash :  he  wa^ 
tumbled  headlong  int/)  the  dust,  and  Gunpowder,  the  black 
steed,  and  the  goblin  rider  passed  by  like  a  whirlwind. 

The  next  morning  the  old  hor.«e  was  found,  without  his 
saddle,  and  with  the  bridle  under  his  feet,  soberlv  cropping 
the  grass  at  his  master's  gate.     Tchabod  did  not  make  his 
appearance  at  breakfast.     Dinner-hour  came;  but  no  Tcha- 
bod!    The  bovs  assembled  at  the  school-houpe.  and  strolled 
idly  about  the  banks  of  the  brook :  but  no  schoolmaster.     Fans 
Van  Ripper  now  began  to  feel  some  uneasiness  about  the  fate 
of  TX)or  Tc':nhod  and  his  saddle.     An  inquiry  was  set  on  foot, 
and  after  dilieent  investigation  thev  came"  upon  his  traces.' 
Tn  one  part  of  the  road  leadincr  to  the  church  was  found  the 
saddle  trampled  in  the  dirt ;  the  tracks  of  horses'  hoofs,  deeplv 
d»^nted  in  the  road,  and    evidentlv   at    furious    speed,    wer* 
traced  to  the  bridge,  beyond  which,  on  the  bank  of  a  broad 
part  of  the  brook  where  the  water  ran  deep  and  hla/^k.  was 
found  the  hat  of  the  unfortunate  Tchabod.  and  close  beside  it 
a  shattered  pumpkin. 

Th»e  brook  wns  searched  but  the  bodv  of  the  «chool mister 
was  not  t/>  be  discovered.  Fans  Van  l?ippe-.  as  eyerutor  nf 
his  estate,  examined  the  bundle  which  contained  ill  his 
worldlv  effects.  Thoy  consisted  of  two  shirts  and  a  half,  two 
stocks  for  the  neck,  a  pair  or  two  of  worsted  stocking?».  an  old 
pair  of  corduroy  small-clothes,  a  rush'  razor,  a  book  of  psalm- 
tunec  fnll  of  dos^s-earc.  and  a  bTokrn  pitch-pine.  As  to  the 
books  and  furniture  of  the  school-houpe.  thev  helonffed  to  the 
eommunitv.  excepHnir  Cotton  Mather's  Fi«?torvof  Witehcraft 
a  New  England  Almanac,  and  a  hook  of  dreams  and  fortune- 
telling;  m  which  last  was  a  sheet  of  foolscap  much  scribbled 
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find  hhiti^  in  BPveral  fniithm  aftempfe*  to  make  a  nnn^  n# 
verses  ,n  ho.or  of  the  heiress  of  Van  TaSel  Thie  iSLSJ 
hooks  an<I  the  pontiV  Bofawl  wem  fAr+T,w,-T  •  ^  x  "^^^ 
flames  hv  Ran?  V„n  C  r    wTo  torn  Lrti^^^^  *"  ^^Z 

Presonf  e„<,e  tl-TSc  fW  1,7^*^    *^/    svmpfoms   of   the 
.o,v.,.^  ,.^  ^,.,  ;;,;7'  "^  *^*^  ^^"''^.  «Tifl  another  pe(7a^ffne 

on  .^l:^'^^;:!  tt':xivf  ''"V"^  t^  ^^-  ^-^ 

eon,i..fo^  Vo  Moo^  n.^T    .'        '^\'^  ""^^'''  ^f««T>r>ear,T,ee 
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the  mention  of  the  pumpkin;  which  led  some  to  suspect  thdt 
he  knew  more  about  the  matter  than  he  choee  to  telL 

Tlie  old  country  wives,  however,  who  are  the  best  judges 
of  these  matters,  maintain  to  this  day  that  Ichabod  was 
spirited  away  by  superntural  means;  and  it  is  a  favorite  story, 
often  told  about  tlie  neigliborhooa  round  the  winter  evening 
fire.  Ihe  bridge  became  more  than  ever  an  object  of  super- 
stitious awe,  and  that  may  be  the  reason  why  the  road  has 
been  altered  of  late  years,  so  as  to  approach  the  church  bj 
the  border  of  the  mill-pond.  The  school-house,  being 
deserted  soon  fell  to  decay,  aud  was  reported  to  be  haunted 
by  the  ghost  of  the  unfortunate  pedagogue;  and  the  plough- 
boy,  loitering  homeward  of  a  still  summer  evening,  hi  often 
xancied  his  voice  at  a  distance,  chanting  a  melancholy  psahn- 
tune  among  the  tranquil  solitudes  of  Sleepy  Hollow 


POSTSCKIPT. 

FOUND  IN  THE  HANDWRITING  OP  MR.  KNICKERBOCKER. 

The  preceding  tale  is  given,  almost  in  the  precise  words  in 
which  I  lieard  it  related  at  a  Corporation  meeting  of  the  an- 
cient city  of  Manhattoes,  at  which  were  present  many  of  its 
sagest  aud  most  illustrious  burghers.  The  narrator  wae  a 
p  easant,  sl.abhy,  geritlemanly  old  fellow,  "n  pepper-and-salt 
clothes  with  a  sadly  humorous  fiice,  and  one  whom  I  strongly 
Puspected  of  being  poor,— he  made  such  efforts  to  be  enter- 
taming.  When  his  story  was  concluded,  there  was  much 
laughter  and  approbation,  particularly  from  two  or  three 
oeputy  aldermen,  who  had  been  asleep  the  greater  part  of  the 
time.  There  was,  however,  one  tall,  djy-looking  old  gentle- 
niaji,  with  beetling  eyebrows,  who  maintained  a  grave  and 
rather  a  aovere  fa/^e  throughout;  now  and  then  folding  his 
arms,  inclining  his  head,  and  looking  down  upon  the  floor,  ns 
If  turmng  a  doubt  over  in  his  mind.    He  wac  one  of  yiur 

S 1,™^°'  ""^^  "^""^i"  '*"^^   ^"<^  "P^°  good  ^und8,-when 
they  have  reeaon  and  the  law  on  their  ride.  When  th^  mS^ 
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of  the  rest  of  the  company  had  subsided,  and  ailenoe  was  re- 
Btort'd,  lie  leaned  one  arm  on  the  elbow  of  hia  chair,  and,  stick- 
ing the  otlier  a-kimbo,  demanded,  with  a  slight  but  eieeed- 
ingly  sage  motion  of  the  head,  and  contraction  of  the  brow, 
what  was  the  moial  of  the  story,  and  what  it  went  to  prove? 

The  story-teller,  who  was  just  putting  a  glass  of  wine  to 
his  lips,  as  a  refreshment  after  his  toils,  paused  for  a  moment, 
looked  at  his  inquirer  with  an  air  of  infinite  deference,  ind, 
lowering  tliC  glass  slowly  to  the  table,  observed  that  the  story 
was  intended  most  logically  to  prove : — 

"  That  there  is  no  situation  in  life  but  has  its  advantages 
and  pleasures, — provided  we  will  but  take  a  joke  as  we  find  it: 

"  Tlirtt,  therefore,  he  that  runs  races  with  goblin  troopers 
is  likely  to  have  rough  riding  of  it. 

"  Ergo,  for  a  coimtry  schoolmaster  to  be  refused  the  hand 
of  a  Dutch  hsireas  is  a  certain 'step  to  high  preferment  in  the 
state/' 

The  cautious  old  gentleman  knit  his  brows  tenfold  closer 
after  this  exphination,  being  sorely  puzzled  by  the  ratiocin- 
ation of  the  syllogism :  while,  methought,  the  one  in  pepper- 
and-salt  eyed  him  with  something  of  a  triumphant  leer.  At 
length  ho  observed  that  all  tliis  was  very  well,  but  still  he 
tluniglit  tho  Ptnry  a  little  on  the  extravagant, — there  were  one 
or  two  points  on  which  ho  had  his  doubts. 

"  Faith,  sir,"  replied  the  story-teller,  "  as  to  that  matter, 
I  don't  believe  one-liaJf  of  it  myself.** 
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[The  following  Tale  was  found  among  the  papers  of  the 
late  Diedrich  Knickerbocker,  an  old  ppntloman  of  Now  York, 
who  was  very  curious  in  the  Dutch  historv  of  the  province,  and 
the  manners  of  the  descendants  from  its  primitive  settlers. 
TTis  historical  researches,  however,  did  not  lie  so  much  amon» 
hooks  as  among  men ;  for  the  former  are  lamentably  scanty  o« 
his  favorite  topics;  whereas  he  found  the  old  burehers,  and 
Rtill  more  their  wives,  rich  in  thnt  legendary  lore  so  invaluable 
to  true  history.  Whenever,  therefore,  he  happened  upon  a 
srenuine  Dutch  family,  snugly  shut  up  in  its  low-roofed  farm- 
house, under  a  spreadin?  sycamore,  he  looked  upon  it  as  a 
little  clasped  volume  of  black-letter,  and  studied  it  with  the 
zeal  of  a  bookworm. 

The  result  of  all  these  resoarchos  was  a  history  of  the  pro- 
vince during  the  reign  of  the  Dutch  governors,  which  he  pub- 
lished some  years  since.  There  have  been  various  opinions  as 
to  the  literarv  character  of  his  work.  and.  to  tell  the  truth,  it 
is  not  a  whit  better  than  it  should  be.  Tts  chief  merit  is  its 
scrupulous  accuracv.  which  indeed  was  a  little  questioned  on 
its  first  appearance,  hut  has  since  been  completely  established : 
and  it  is  now  admitted  into  all  historical  collections,  as  a  book 
of  unquestionable  authoritv. 

The  old  gentleman  died  shortly  after  the  nublication  of  his 
work,  and  now  that  he  is  dead  and  gone,  it  cannot  do  much 
harm  to  his  memorv  to  sav.  that  his  time  might  have  been 
Tnnr'h  better  employed  in  weightier  labors.  He.  however,  was 
nnt  to  ride  his  hobby  his  own  wav;  and  thoujrh  it  did  now  and 
then  kick  up  the  dust  a  little  in  the  eyes  of  his  neiehbors.  and 
pm'eve  the  spirit  of  some  frierds,  for  whom  he  felt  the  truest 
deference  and  afFection ;  vet  his  errors  and  follies  are  remem- 
bered "more  in  sorrow  than  in  anerer,"  and  it  besrins  to  be 
suspected  that  he  never  intended  to  iniure  or  offend.  "Rut 
however,  his  memory  may  be  appreciated  by  critics,  it  is  still 
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held  dear  by  many  folk  whose  good  opinion  is  well  worth  hav- 
ing; particularly  by  certain  biscuit-makers,  who  have  gone  so 
far  as  to  imprint  his  likeness  on  their  new-year  cakes;  and 
have  thus  giveu  him  a  chance  for  immortality,  almost  equal 
to  the  being  stamped  on  a  Waterloo  Medal,  or  a  On<>«n  Anne's 
.r+hing  1 
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•By  Worlcn.  fJod  of  Saironn. 

From  whence  comes  Wensdnv.  tli:it  in  Wo  Iiu-silay . 
Truth  19  a  thinn  that  ever  I  will  keep 
Unto  thylilce  day  in  which  I  creep  into 
My  sepulchre." 

— CARTWRIGIIT. 

WnoRVER  has  made  a  voyage  up  the  Hudson,  must  remem- 
bor  thp  Kafltskill  Mountains.  Th«»v  are  a  dismpmbored 
branch  of  thp  groat  Appalachian  family,  and  are  seen  away 
to  the  west  of  the  river,  swellinsr  up  to  a  noble  height,  and 
lording  it  ovpr  the  surrounding  countrv.  Every  change  of 
season,  evorv  change  of  weather,  indeed  every  hour  of  the 
dav,  prodncps  some  change  in  the  magical  hues  and  shapes  of 
these  mountains,  and  they  are  regarded  bv  all  the  good  ^ives, 
far  and  near,  as  perfect  barometers.  When  the  weather  is 
fair  and  settlpd.  thev  are  clothed  in  blno  and  purplo.  and  print 
their  bold  outlin.'s  on  thp  clpar  evening  skv;  but  sometimes, 
when  tbo  rest  of  the  landscape  is  cloudless,  they  will  gather 
a  hood  of  gray  vapors  about  their  summits,  which,  in  the  last 
ravs  of  tlie  setting  sun,  will  glow  and  light  up  like  ft  crown  of 
glory. 

At  the  foot  of  these  fairy  mountains  the  voyager  may  have 
descried  the  lieht  smoke  curlinsr  up  from  a  village,  whose 
eh  ingle-roofs  irleam  among  the  trees,  just  where  the  blue  tints 
of  the  upland  melt  awav  into  the  fresh  green  of  the  nearer 
landscape.  It  is  a  little  village  of  great  antiquity,  having 
been  founded  by  some  of  the  Dutch  colonists  in  the  early 
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times  of  the  province^  just  about  the  beginning  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  good  Peter  Stuyvesaut,  (may  he  rest  in  peace  1) 
and  there  were  some  of  the  houses  of  the  original  settlers 
standing  within  a  few  years,  built  of  small  yellow  bricks 
brought  from  Holland,  having  latticed  windows  and  gable 
fronts,  surmounted  with  weatliercocks. 

In  that  same  village,  and  in  one  of  tliese  very  houses, 
(which,  to  tell  the  precise  truth,  was  sadly  time-worn  and 
weather-beaten,)  tliere  lived  many  years  since,  while  the 
country  was  yet  a  province  of  Great  Britain,  a  simple  good- 
Uiitured  fellow,  of  the  name  of  Kip  Van  Winkle.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  the  Van  Winkles  who  figured  so  gallantly  in 
the  chivalrous  drys  ol'  Peter  Stuyvesaut,  and  accompanied 
him  to  the  siege  of  Port  Christina.  Ho  inherited,  however, 
but  little  of  the  martial  character  of  his  ancestors.  1  have 
observed  that  he  was  a  simple  good-natured  man;  he  was, 
moreover,  a  kind  neighbor,  and  an  obedient  hen-pecked  hus- 
band. Indeed,  to  the  latter  circumstance  might  be  owing  that 
meekness  of  spirit  which  gained  him  such  universal  popularity ; 
for  those  men  are  most  apt  to  be  obsequious  and  conciliating 
abroad,  who  are  under  the  discipline  of  slirews  at  home.  Their 
tempers,  doubtless,  are  rendered  ]iHant  and  malleable  in  the 
fiery  furnace  of  domestic  tribulation,  and  a  curtain  lecture  is 
worth  all  the  sermons  in  the  world  for  teaching  the  virtues  of 
patience  and  long-sulTering.  A  termagant  wife  may,  there- 
fore, in  some  respecte,  be  considered  a  tolerable  blessing;  and 
if  so,  Rip  Van  Winkle  was  thrice  blessed. 

Certain  it  is,  that  he  was  a  great  favorite  among  all  the 
good  wives  of  the  village,  who,  as  usual  with  the  amiable  sex, 
took  his  part  in  all  family  squabble*! ;  and  never  failed,  when- 
ever they  talked  those  matters  over  in  their  evening  gossipings, 
to  lay  all  the  blame  on  Dame  Van  Winkle.  The  children  of 
the  village,  too,  would  shout  with  joy  whenever  he  approached. 
He  assisted  at  their  sports,  made  thoir  playthings,  taught 
them  to  fly  kites  and  shoot  marbles,  and  told  them  long  storiea 
of  ghosts,  witches,  and  Indians.  Whenever  he  went  dodging 
about  the  village,  he  was  surrounded  by  a  troop  of  them,  hang- 
ing on  his  skirts,  clambering  on  his  back,  and  playing  a  thou- 
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8an<l  tricks  ou  him  with  impunity;  and  not  a  dog  would  bark 

at  liiiu  thruugliout  tlie  neighborhood. 

The  great  error  in  Rip's  composition  was  an  insuperable 
aversion  to  all  kinds  of  prolitabie  labor.  It  could  not  be  from 
tike  want  ol'  assiduity  or  parseverauce ;  for  he  would  sit  on  a 
\\ct  ruck,  with  a  rod  as  long  and  heavy  as  a  Tartar's  lance, 
and  lish  all  day  witliout  a  murmur,  even  tliough  he  should  not 
be  encouraged  by  a  single  nibble.  Ke  would  carry  a  fowling- 
piece  ou  his  shoulder  for  hours  together,  trudging  through 
woods  and  swamps,  and  up  liill  and  down  dale,  to  shoot  a  few 
squirrtils  or  wilil  pigeons.  He  would  never  refuse  to  assist  a 
neighbor  even  m  the  roughest  toil,  and  was  a  foremost  man 
at  ull  Country  frolics  for  husking  Indian  com,  or  building 
stone  fences;  the  women  of  the  village,  too,  used  to  employ 
him  to  run  their  errands,  and  to  do  such  little  odd  jobs  as 
their  less  obliging  husbands  would  not  do  for  them..  In  a 
word,  Hip  was  ready  to  attend  to  anybod/s  business  but  his 
own;  but  as  to  doing  family  duty,  and  keeping  his  farm  in 
order,  he  found  it  impossible. 

In  fact,  he  declared  it  was  of  no  use  to  work  on  his  farm ; 
it  was  the  most  pestilent  little  piece  of  groimd  in  the  whole 
country ;  ever^-thing  about  it  went  wrong,  and  would  go  wrong, 
in  spite  of  lum.  His  fences  were  continually  falling  to  pieces; 
his  cow  would  either  go  astray,  or  get  among  the  cabbages; 
weeds  wore  sure  to  grow  quicker  in  his  fields  than  anywhere 
else;  the  rain  always  made  a  point  of  setting  in  just  as  he  had 
some  out-door  work  to  do;  so  that  though  his  patrimonial 
ep,i&ie  had  dwindled  away  under  his  management,  acre  by 
acre,  until  tJiere  was  little  more  left  than  a  mere  patch  of 
Indian  corn  and  potatoes,  yet  it  was  the  worst  conditioned 
farm  in  the  neighborhood. 

His  cliildren.  too,  wore  as  ragged  and  wild  as  if  they 
bolongrd  to  nobody.  His  son  Rip,  an  urchin  begotten  in  his 
own  likenos?.  promised  to  inherit  the  habits,  with  the  old 
clotlies  of  i  is  fatiier.  He  wis  ^renorally  seen  trooping  like  a 
colt  at  his  mother's  heels,  equipped  in  a  pair  of  his  father's 
ca^ofT  galliLTaskins.  which  he  had  much  ado  to  hold  up  with 
one  hand,  ar  a  fine  lady  /'oeg  Ji^r  train  in  bad  weather. 
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Kip  Van  Winkle,  however,  wm  one  of  those  happy  mortal*, 
of  foolish,  well-oiled  diapositiona,  who  take  the  world  eaay,  eat 
white  bread  or  brown,  whichever  can  be  got  with  least  thought 
or  trouble,  and  would  rather  starve  on  a  penny  than  work  for 
a  pound.  If  left  to  himself,  he  would  have  wlustled  life  away 
in  perfect  cuntentment ;  but  his  wife  kept  continually  dinning 
in  hiB  ears  about  his  idleness,  his  carelessness,  and  the  rum 
he  was  bringing  on  his  family.  Morning,  noon,  and  night 
her  tongue  was  incessantly  going,  Jind  everjiJung  he  said  or 
did  was  sure  to  produce  a  torrent  of  household  eloquence. 
Kir  had  but  one  way  of  replying  to  all  lectures  of  Uie  kind, 
and  that,  by  frequent  use,  had  grown  into  a  habit.  He  shrug- 
ged his  shoulders,  shook  his  head,  cast  up  his  eyes,  but  said 
nothing.  This,  however,  always  provoked  a  fresh  volley  from 
his  wife,  so  that  he  was  fain  to  draw  oft  his  forces,  and  take  to 
the  outside  of  tlie  house,— tlie  only  side  which,  in  truth, 
belongs  to  a  hen-pecked  husband. 

Rip's  sole  domestic  adherent  was  his  dog  Wolf,  who  was  as 
much  hen-pecked  as  his  master;  for  Dame  Van  Winkle  re- 
garded them  as  companions  in  idleness,  and  even  looked  upon 
Wolf  with  an  evil  eye,  as  the  cause  of  his  master's  going  so 
often  astray.  True  it  is,  in  al?  points  of  spirit  befitting  sa 
honorable  dog,  he  was  as  courageous  an  animal  m  ever  scoured 
the  woods ;  but  what  courage  can  withstand  the  ever-during 
and  all-besetting  terrors  of  a  woman's  tongue?  The  moment 
Wolf  entered  the  house  his  crest  fell,  his  tail  drooped  to  the 
ground  or  curled  between  his  legs,  he  sneaked  about  with  a 
gallows  air,  casting  many  a  sidelong  glance  at  Dame  Vsn 
Winkle,  and  at  the  least  flourish  of  a  broomstick  or  ladle,  he 
would  fly  to  the  door  with  yelping  precipitation. 

Times  grew  worse  and  worse  with  Kip  Van  Winkle  as 
years  of  matrimony  rolled  on;  a  tart  temper  never  mellows 
with  a.ffe,  and  a  sharp  tongue  is  the  only  edged  tool  that  grows 
keener  with  constant  use.  For  a  long  while  he  used  to  con- 
sole himself,  when  driven  from  home,  by  frequenting  a  kin  J  ol 
perpetual  club  of  the  sages,  philosophers,  and  other  idle  per- 
sonages of  the  village,  which  held  its  sessions  on  a  bench  be- 
frn  9  small  inn,  designated  by  a  rubicund  portrait  of  his 
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Alujt'stj  licoigo  tiie  Third,     liere  Uiey  uaed  to  sit  in  the  shade 
tliiuugii  a  loug  lazy  buiuiner'a  day,  talking  liitloisly  over  vil- 
uge  yo.sMp,  or  teiiing  eadlew  sleepy  stories  about  nothing 
but  u  would  iiHVo  ueeu  worth  auy  statcaman's  money  to  have 
heard  tije  i-rolound  discussions  tliat  sometimea  took  place 
wheu  by  chaiice  an  old  newspaper  fell  into  tlieir  hand*  from 
boiii.'  pji^hiiig  tnivuiliT.    How  solenmiy  Uiey  would  listen  to 
the  couteiits,  as  liruwled  out  by  Derrick  Van  Bummel,   the 
scJjuolin..i.stLr,  a  dap].er,  learned  Uttle  man,  who  wan  not  to  be 
uaunlod  by  the  luu^t  gigantic  woiV    >  tlie  dicUonary :  and  how 
sagely  liiey  would  ileliberate  upon       blic  events  some  months 
alter  tJie^  Juui  laken  phiee! 

Tlie  opinions  of  iJiis  junto  were  completely  controlled  by 
.Nuljoli.^  \ed(iir,  a  paLriaieh  of  the  village,  and  landlord  of 
the  inn,  at  the  door  ol  wliicli  ho  took  his  seat  from  momini: 
till  niglu,  ju.st  moving  suiheieiitly  to  avoid  Uie  sun  and  keep 
m  t  le  sha.ie  ol  a  huge  tree;  so  that  the  neighbors  could  tell 
tne  iioiu-  l,y  his  niovenieuts  as  act-urately  as  by  a  sun-dial     It 
It  true  he  u:iis  rarely  heard  to  speak,  but  smoked  hi«  pipe  in- 
ec-ssaiitly.    Ihs  adherents,  however,  (for  every  great  m^has 
las  adherents.)  pertoctly  understood  him,  and  knew  how   to 
gaUier  his  opinions.     When  anything  that  was  read  or  related 
dhsphase.!  iiini,  he  w:is  observed  to  smoke  his  pipe  vehemently, 
and  U>  «end  lorth  short,  ir,.quent,  and  angry  puffs;  but  wh4 
please.!,  Le  would  inhale  the  smoke  slowly  and  tranquilly,  and 
emit  It  m    ight  and  placid  clouds;  and  sometimes,  taking  the 
pipe  IroMi  his  mouth,  and  letting  the  fragrant  vapor  curl  about 

batioiT'"'  '^         '  """^  ^'''  '''■'"'^  '"^  ^^^"^  ""^  ^'^^^  *PP^o. 

rnnlTT  7^"  tl.is  stronghold  the  unlucky  Rip  was  at  length 
routed  by  hi.  tennag,int  wife,  who  would  suddenly  break  in 
upon  tL..  tranquility  of  the  a^^semblage  and  call  thJ  SeS 
a^l  to  aught :  nor  wa^  that  august  personage,  Nicholas  Vedder 
him-^elf.  .acre,   from  the  daring  tongue  of  this  terrible  virago 

::aui:^':^i:il^.  '"^'°'*  ^^^^  ^"^^^^^  ^^^  ^-^^^^^ 

nnlf  Tf  ^'P  .^^\^*  ^^t  reduced  almost  to  despair;  and  his 
onlv   alternative,  to  escape  f/om  the  labor  of  the  fkrm  and 
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clamor  of  his  wifp,  wm  i)  tab'  ^n  in  hand  an*!  itroll  away 
into  the  woodn.  Hare  he  would  Bometimea  R«at  himwlf  at 
tho  foot  of  ft  tren,  and  sharp  the  conientt  of  hit  wnllcrt  with 
Wolf,  with  whom  ho  gyfopatlnz^d  aa  a  fellow-anfferer  in  per- 
fircution.  **  P"or  Wolif."  he  would  aay,  "  thv  miatreBS  leads 
thpe  a  do/s  life  of  it;  but  nev< m-  mind,  inv  lad,  whilst  1  live 
thou  shftlt  nevpr  want  a  friend  t>  stand  bv  thty  !*'  Wolf  would 
wajj  his  tail.  lm>k  wistfully  in  hi«  mastpr'p  face,  and  if  dopi 
can  feol  pity.  I  Terily  beliovp  be  recipr- <:  ited  the  Ben'iment 
with  all  hifi  h«irt. 

In  a  long  ramble  of  the  kind  on  a  fino  nutnmnal  day.  Hip 
had  unroTiBciously  Bcrambled  to  orn  of  the  hipbrgt  par  s  of 
the  Kaat«kill  Mountains.  He  was  ff'^r  his  favorite  !«jv>.t  of 
Bquirrel  phooting:,  and  th<'  still  solinif^es  bad  w'loed  and  re- 
echoed witli  the  reports  of  his  jnin.  I^aiitinir  iin<i  f.itipuei,  he 
thfPNv  himsf  If.  late  in  the  afternoon,  on  a  ^t""!  knoll,  covered 
with  moiiniiin  herbafje.  that  crowned  the  hrow  of  ri  precipice. 
From  an  'ipening  hotw«'OTi  the  trees  he  rouM  .vcrjool:  nil  t:he 
lower  eoiintr  for  manv  a  mile  of  rieh  v.oodlanfl.  He  saw  at 
a  distaner  the  lordly  Hudson,  far,  far  below  him,  moving  on 
it,«  silent  hnt  maie)=fie  course,  with  the  •ofleotiorv  of  n  purple 
cloud,  or  the  sail  of  a  laffcrinfr  hark,  here  and  there  sleeping 
on  its  jrlassy  b^tsom,  and  at  last  loainjr  iti*''lf  in  the  blue  high- 
lands. 

On  the  other  side  he  looked  down  into  a  deep  mountain 
?len.  wild,  lonely,  and  shagged,  the  bottr>m  tilled  with  frag- 
ments from  the  impending  cliffs,  and  scarrelv  lighted  hv  the 
reflected  ravs  of  the  settin£r  sTin.  For  some  time  "Rip  lay 
musipff  on  this  =cene:  evening  was  gradunllv  advancing;  the 
mountains  began  to  throw  their  Ion?  blue  shadows  over  the 
vallevs:  he  saw  that  it  would  be  dark  long  before  he  could 
reach  the  villacf  a^i"!  he  heaved  a  heaw  sigh  when  he  thought 
of  encountering-  the  "-errors  of  "Dame  "Van  Winkle, 

As  he  was  aS-^iif  to  descend,  he  heard  a  voi'  *«  from  a  dis- 
tance, hallooine.  "Pin  Van  Winkle!  "Rip  Vw,  Vfinkle!'*  He 
looked  round,  hut  conl.!  see  nothinsr  but  a  crow  winirinc  it'' 
politarv  flight  acrocg  the  momitain.  He  thousrht  his  fancy 
must  have  deceived  him,  and  turned  amrain  to  descend,  when 
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he  heard  the  same  cry  rin^  through  the  still  eveninif  air;  -flip 
Van  Winkle!  Rip  Van  Winkle!"— at  the  same  time    Wolf 
bristled  up  his  back,  and,  dvinp  a  loud  jrrowl,  skulked  to  his 
nifl<»t''r'p  Bide,  lookinp  fearfully  down  into  the  )?len.    Rip  now 
felt  a  vfljnie  apprehension  etealinsr  over  him ;  he  looked  anxi- 
ously in  the  same  direction,  and  perceived  a  strange  figure 
sloTTlv  t-oiling  up  the  rocks,  and  bending  under  the  weight  of 
something  he  carried  on  his  back.    He  was  surprised  to  see 
anv  huT.iHn  hein?  in  this  lonelv  and  unfrequented  place,  hut 
sunnnsiTig  it  to  he  some  one  of  the  noicrhhorhood  in  need  of  his 
aasiPtince.  he  hastened  down  to  yield  it. 

On  nearer  approach  he  wan  still  more  surprised  at  the 
««iTirmlfl-,fr  of  the  stranger's  npnearaiioe.     He  was  a  short 
squarp-hnilt  old  fellow,  wifh  thick  hushv  hair,  and  a  grizTiled 
Wrrl.     F,R  rlress  was  of  the  antique  Dutch  fashion.— a  cloth 
le-km  «5trftnT>M  round  the  waist,  several  pairs  of  breeches,  the 
ontor  onn  of  ample  voThttip,  decorated  with  rows  of  buttons 
flnrrr.  ^ho  gidoR.  and  hunches  at  the  knees.     He  bore  on  his 
shonlr^pr  a  stout  keff.  that  seemed  full  of  liquor,  and  made 
mr"  V'''   ^J^  ^   anpropch   and   a.Rsist   him   with   the  load 
TTiou-T,  rcfhor  shv  and  distnmtful  of  this  new  acquaintance. 
Rip  pomnliPd  with  his  usual  alncritv:  and  mutuallv  relierine 
nnc  another,  thev  clambered  up  a  narrow  eully.  apparent^  the 
dr^'  bed  of  a  n^ountain  torrer^t.     As  thev  ascended.  Rip  every 
no^  nn<l  t^Pr,  heard  lonf.  -oiling  peals,  like  distant  thunder, 
fhpt  ,poTT,nd  to  issue  out  of  s  dceo  raviue.  or  rather  cleft  he- 
j^eo.  loftv  rocks,  toward  which  their  rugged  path  conducted. 
Tie  n.n,ed  for  an  instant,  but  snnpo«in?  it  to  he  the  mutterin*' 
nf  one  of  those  transient  thunder-showers  which  often  take 
vUn.  ,n   n^mmtain   heirrhfs.  bo  proceeded.     Passing  fbrou-rb 
the  rnnne^  thev  came  to  a  hollow,  like  a  small  amphitheatt^e 
,.r.onyled  bv  poTPendicnlar  precipices,  over  the  brinks  e^ 
wh,eb  imner,din<r  tree,  .hot  their  branches,  so  that  you  only 

Dun.,  the  whole  t^me  Rip  and  his  companion  had  lahor^' 

con]^  JeTr\-\*^?^^  ^^r  ^^^^'^  "'"^--"'^  ^^atlv  what 
conld  he  the  oh,ecf  of  carrvin^r  a  ke?  of  liquor  up  this  wild 
mounfam.  yet  there  was  something  •tranee  and  inmmpJeW 
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sible  abcHil  the  unknown,  that  inspired  awe  and  checked 
familiarity. 

On  pnterine  the  amphitheatre,  new  ohjects  of  wonder  pre- 
sented themselves.  On  a  level  spot  in  the  centre  wa«  a  com- 
pany of  odd-lookiner  persoraees  ■plavins'  nt  nine-pins.  Thev 
were  dressed  in  a  quaint  outlandish  fashion;  some  wore  short 
doublets,  others  jerkins,  with  Ion?  knives  in  their  belts,  and 
most  of  them  had  enormous  breeches,  of  similar  style  with 
that  of  the  srnide.  Their  visajGres.  too.  were  peculiar:  one  had 
a  larsre  head,  broad  face,  and  small  pisrpn?h  eyes:  the  face  of 
arother  seamed  to  consist  entirely  of  nose,  and  was  sur- 
mounfed  bv  a  white  sujrar-loaf  hnf.  sot  off  with  a  little  red 
enck's  tail.  Thev  all  had  beards,  of  various  shapes  and  colors. 
There  was  one  who  seemed  to  be  the  commander.  He  was  a 
stout  old  prentleman.  with  a  weather-bentpn  countenance:  he 
worp  a  Inced  doublet,  broad  belt  and  banker,  bisrh-crowned  hat 
and  feather,  red  ptnckinjrs,  and  bisrh-beeled  shoes,  with  roses 
in  them.  The  whole  jronn  reminded  Bin  of  the  fiqrures  in  an 
olfl  Flemish  paintincf.  in  the  parlor  of  "Dominie  Van  Shaick, 
the  villace  parson,  and  which  had  been  broujybt  over  from 
Hollnnfl  nt  the  time  of  the  settlement. 

What  spemed  partioularlv  odd  tn  "Rip  was,  that  thousrh 
thpsp  folks  were  evidpntlv  amusincr  themselves,  vet  they  main- 
■tainpd  the  sravest  faces,  the  most  m>  terious  silence,  and  were. 
withal,  tbp  most  melancholy  party  of  nleasure  he  bad  ever  wit- 
nossod.  TTotbincr  intemmted  the  stillness  of  tbp  bc^up  but 
fbo  xioitio  of  the  bolls,  which,  whenever  thev  were  rolled,  echoed 
alon<?  tbo  moiintains  like  rumbline  peals  of  thunder. 

A="  T?ir»  lud  bis  companion  approached  them,  they  sud- 
donlv  dfsistf^d  from  their  plav.  and  stared  at  him  with  such 
fixed  stntue-liV'*  f»n7P,  and  sueb  stra.n'»e.  nnroiitb.  ^^pV-lnst"^ 
connte^nnoes.  tbnt  bis  heart  tnmed  within  him.  and  hi«  knees 
oTTintp  tofTotbc".  His  companion  now  emptied  the  contents  of 
<bo  kc*  into  lar<TP  flncnns.  nnd  mndp  siorpq  to  him  to  wait  unon 
fbc  poTYinnnv  Fr>  obeyed  with  fear  and  tremblincr:  thev 
ouflffed  fhe  liquor  in  profound  silonce.  and  tbpn  retnrTind  to 
tbeiT  srnmes. 

■Rv  decrees  "Rip's  awe  and  nnprehensiou  subsided.  He 
evpn  vontured,  when  no  eye  was  fi^ed  upon  him.  to  taste  the 
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beverag^.  wluch  he  found  lind  much  of  the  flavor  of  excellent 
Hollamis  He  wa.«^  naturally  a  thirsty  soul,  and  was  soon 
tomptod  to  repeat  the  draught.  One  tast»  provoked  another- 
nnd  he  reiterated  his  visits  to  tlie  flagon  so  often  that  at  length 
his  senses  were  overpowered,  his  eves  swam  in  his  head  his 
head  gradually  docliued,  and  he  fell  into  a  deep  sleep 

On  waking  lie  found  himself  on  the  green  knoll  whence  he 
had  first  seen  the  old  man  of  the  glen.  He  rubbed  his  eyes  — 
It  was  a  bright  sunny  morning.  The  birds  were  hopping  md 
twittering  among  the  bushes,  and  the  eagle  was  wheeling  aloft 
nnd  hre^wting  the  pure  mountain  breeze.  «  Surelv/'  thought 
l?i...  T  have  not  slept  here  all  night.-  He  recalled  the  occur- 
jenoes  before  he  fell  ai^leep.  The  strange  man  with  a  keg  of 
liqiior— the  mountain  ravine— the  wild  retreat  among  the 
rocks— the  woe-hegone  party  at  ninepins— the  flagon— "Oh ' 
that  flagon!  that  wicked  flagon!"  thought  Rip;  "what  excuse 
shall  T  make  to  Dame  Van  Winkle?" 

Tfe  looked  round  for  his  gun,  but  in  place  of  the  clean, 
^cll-oiled  fmvling-nieee.  he  found  an  old  firelock  Iving  bv  him 
the  barrel  inc-usted  with  rust,  the  loek  falling  oflP.  and  the 
stnok  worm-eaten  He  now  suspected  that  the  £n-ave  ro^'ster8 
nf  tho  monntain  had  put  a  trick  upon  him,  and.  having  dosed 
him  with  linuor.  had  robbed  him  of  his  gim.  Wolf  too  had 
dis,pTH>nred.  but  he  miffht  hnve  straved  away  after  a  squirrel 
or  r.n-fnd.e.  He  whistled  after  him  and  shouted  hi«  name, 
hut  nil  in  vain  :  the  echoes  repeated  his  whistle  and  shout  but 
no  (inrr  WO"?  to  be  seei.. 

He  determinod  to  revisit  the  scene  of  the  last  evening^s 
.I..!  nnd  ,f  ho  mot  with  anv  of  the  partv.  to  demand  his 
■^-o-  nnd  crnn.  As  he  rose  to  wnlk,  he  found  himself  stifT  in  the 
Tl  1  •^"'l^""^'"^!"  ^"'''  ;;^"^1  «^tiWtv.  "These  mountain 
horl.  ,1o  not  .rrroo  with  me"  thou«rht  T?ip.  "and  if  this  frolic 
.honldlnvmeun  with  n  fit  of  rheumatism.  T  shall  have  a 
hWd  tim.  with  p.me  V.n  Winkle."  With  some  difficulty 
bo  rot  do^vn  into  the  .].n:  he  found  the  ^illv  up  which  he 
ond  his  eomnnnion  bad  n<=cended  the  preceding  evening;  but 
to  hi.ns  omshment  a  mountain  stream  wa.,  now  foaming 
fm-  ■  ""'""^  ^^'^^rnck  to  roek.  and  filling  the  den  with 
•^••hblmjr  murmurfl.    He.  however,  m^a  shift  to  scramble  np 
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its  sides,  workiug  his  toilsome  way  through  thickets  of  birch, 
sassafras,  and  witchliazel,  and  sometimes  tripped  up  or  en- 
tangled by  the  wild  grapevines  that  twisted  their  coiU  or  ten- 
drils from  tree  to  tree,  and  spread  a  kind  of  network  in  hii 
path. 

At  length  he  reached  to  where  the  ravine  had  opened 
through  the  cliffs  to  the  amphitheatre;  but  no  traces  of  such 
cponing  remained.  The  r(x;ks  presented  a  high  impenetrable 
wall,  over  which  the  torrent  came  tumbling  in  a  sheet  of 
leatliery  foam,  iind  fell  into  a  broad  deep  basin,  black  from 
the  shadows  of  the  surrounding  forest.  Here,  then,  poor  Kip 
was  brought  to  a  stand.  He  again  called  and  whistled  after 
his  dog;  he  was  only  answered  by  the  cawing  of  a  flock  of  idle 
crows,  sporting  high  in  air  about  a  dry  tree  that  overhung 
a  sunny  precipice ;  and  who,  secure  in  their  elevation,  seemed 
to  l«x)k  down  and  scoff  at  the  poor  man's  perplexities.  What 
was  to  be  done  ?  the  morning  was  passing  away,  and  Kip  felt 
famished  for  want  of  his  breakfast.  He  grieved  to  give  up 
his  dog  and  gun;  he  dreaded  to  meet  his  wife;  but  it  would 
not  do  to  starve  among  tlie  mountains.  He  shook  his  head, 
shouldered  the  rusty  firelock,  and,  witli  a  heart  full  of  trouble 
and  anxiety,  turned  his  steps  homeward. 

As  lie  approached  the  village  he  met  a  number  of  people, 
but  none  whom  he  knew,  wliicli  somewhat  surprised  him,  for 
he  had  thcmght  himself  acquainted  with  every  one  in  the  ooim- 
try  round.  Their  dress,  too,  wa^  of  a  different  fashion  from 
that  to  which  he  was  accustomed.  They  all  stared  at  him 
with  equal  marks  of  surprise,  and  whenever  they  cast  their 
eyes  upon  him.  invariably  stroked  their  chins.  The  constant 
recurrence  of  this  gestui'^  ijiduccd  Rip,  involuntarily,  to  do 
the  same  when,  to  his  astonishment,  lie  found  his  beard  had 
grown  a  foot  long ! 

He  had  now  entered  the  skirts  of  the  village.  A  troop  of 
^trange  children  ran  at  his  heels,  hooting  after  him,  and  point- 
ing at  his  gray  beard.  The  dogs,  too,  not  one  of  which  he 
recognized  for  an  old  acquaintance,  barked  at  nim  as  he  passed 
The  very  village  wnj?  altered;  it  was  larger  and  more  populous. 
There  were  rows  of  houses  which  he  had  never  seen  before, 
and  those  w^^ich  had  been  his  famil'ar  haunts  had  disappev^ 
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Strange  names  were  over  the  doors— strange  faces  at  the*wm- 
dowd— everything  waa  strange.  His  mind  now  misgave  him  • 
he  began  to  doubt  whether  both  he  and  the  world  around  him 
were  not  bewitched.  Surely  this  was  his  native  village,  which 
he  had  left  but  the  day  before.  There  stood  the  Kaatskill 
Mountains;  tliere  ran  the  silver  Hudson  at  a  distance:  there 
was  every  hill  and  dale  precisely  as  it  had  always  been;  Rip 
was  sorely  perpIcYed.  "  That  flagon  last  night,"  thought  he 
has  addled  my  poor  head  sadly!"  ' 

It  was  with  some  difficulty  tliat  he  /ound  the  way  to  his 
own  house,  which  he  ap|>roathed  with  wlent  awe,  expecting 
ev'er>'  moineut  to  hear  the  shrill  voice  of  Dame  Van  Winide 
He  found  the  house  gone  to  decav,  the  roof  fallen  in  the  win- 
dows shattered,  and  the  doors  off  tn*  hinges.  A  half-starved 
dog  that  looked  like  Wolf  was  skulking  about  it  Rip  called 
him  bv  name,  but  the  cur  snarled,  showed  his  teeth,  and  passed 
on.  1  his  was  an  unkind  cut  indeed.  "  My  very  dog,"  ffldied 
poor  Rip,  "  has  forgotten  me !"  j      5,      «  cu 

.ir-  ff  l^'^f ^.'^  *^^  ^'*"'''''  ^^^^^''  t"  tell  the  truth,  Dame  V^m 
.Vinkle  had  a  ways  kept  in  neat  order.  It  was  empty,  forlorn 
and  appa.rpntlT  abandoned.  This  desolat^nes*  overeame  allhi^ 
connubial  fear8,--he  called  loudly  for  his  wife  and  children; 
th*;  lonely  chambers  rang  for  a  moment  witli  his  voice,  and 
then  all  again  was  silence. 

He  now  hurried  forth,  and  hastened  to  his  old  resort  the 
v.ll..ge  mn:  but  it  too,  wfu.  gone.  A  large  rickety  wooden 
l.ml.hng  strKu]  in  its  plare,  with  great  gaping  windows,  some 
of  them  broken,  and  mended  witli  old  hat«  and  petticoats;  and 
over  thj.  <  .K,r  was  painte<l.  "The  Union  HoteCbv  Jonathan 

.  fr;,     Tl"!*f'"   "^  ^'"^  ^^^  t^^e  that  used  to"  shelter  the 

qu.et  Mt  e  Du^-h  mn  of  yore.  tWe  was  now  reared  a  tall 

naked  pole,  with  son.^hmg  on  the  T.,p  that  looked  like  a  red 

nightenp.  and  from  it  wns  fluttering  a  flag,  on  which  was  a 

singiilar  assPinblage  of  stars  and  stripes:  all  this  was  strang« 

and  incomprehensible.     He  recognized  on  the  sign,  however 

the  rnbv  f ace  o    Kmg  Oe.M-.^e,  under  which  he  had  Smoked  so 

n3/  Piaeeful  p,pe;  hut  even  this  WH*  singularly  metamor- 

phosed^    The  red  coat  was  changed  for  one  of  blue  and  buff. 

a  s^rd  T  >     -M  in  the  h»«d  Josl^d  of  a  smptn,  the  head 
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was  decorated  with  a  cocked  hat,  and  underneath  was  painted 
in  large  characters.  General  Wahiiinoton. 

There  was,  as  usual,  a  crowd  of  folks  about  the  door,  but 
uone  tliat  Rip  recollected.  The  very  character  of  the  people 
seemed  changed.  There  was  a  busy,  bustling,  disputatious 
tone  about  it,  instead  of  the  accustomed  phlegm  and  drowsy 
tranquility.  He  looked  in  viiin  for  the  sage  Nicholas  Vedder, 
with  his  broad  face,  double  chin,  and  fair  long  pipe,  uttering 
clouds  of  tobacco-smoke  instead  of  idle  speeches;  or  Van  Bum- 
mel,  the  schoolnuistfr,  doling  forth  the  contents  of  an  ancient 
newspaper.  In  place  of  these,  a  lean,  bilious-looking  fellow, 
with  his  pockets  full  of  liandbills,  was  haranguing  vehemently 
about  rights  of  citizens — oUctitms — members  of  congress — 
liberty — Hunker's  Hill — heroes  of  scverty-six — and  other 
words,  wiiich  were  a  perfect  Jiabylonish  jargon  to  the  bewil- 
dered Van  Winkle.  — 

The  appearance  of  Rip,  with  his  long  grizzled  beard,  his 
rusty  fowling-piece,  his  uncouth  dress,  and  an  army  of  women 
!Uid  children  at  his  h(H'ls,  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
tavern  politicians.  They  crowded  round  him,  eyeing  him  from 
head  to  foot  witli  great  curiosity.  The  orator  bustled  up  to 
him.  and.  drawing  him  partly  aside,  inquired  "on  which  side 
he  voted."  Itip  stared  in  vacant  stupidity.  Another  short 
hut  busy  little  fellow  p:  lied  him  by  the*"arm,  and,  rising  on 
ti|>t()e,  inquired  in  his  ear  "  whether  he  was  Federal  or  Demo- 
i  :at.'"  Hij)  was  cinmlly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  question; 
wlu'ii  a  knowing,  solf-iinjmrtant  old  genlleman,  in  a  sharp 
cocked  hat,  made  liis  warihrough  the  crowd,  putting  them  to 
the  right  and  h-ft  witli  liis  elbows  a.s  lie  passed,  and  planting 
himself  before  Van  Winkle,  with  one  arm  a-kimbo, 
the  other  resting  on  his  cane,  his  keen  eyes  and 
sliarp  hat  penetrating,  as  it  were,  into  his  very  soul, 
demanded  in  an  austere  t«me,  "  What  brought  him 
to  the  election  with  a  gun  on  his  shoulder,  and  a 
nwh  at  his  heels,  and  whether  lie  Tnea.nt  to  breed  a  riot  in  the 
village?" — "Ala."!  gentlemen,"  cried  Rip.  somewhat  dismayed. 
"  T  am  a  poor  quiet  man.  a  native  of  the  place,  and  a  loya^ 
subject  of  tlie  king,  God  bless  '"m !" 
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Here  a  general  about  burst  from  tbe  bystanders  •  "  A  tnrv  f 
-  tory!  a  .py!  a  refuge..!  hustle  liirn!  awarwiUi  hinTl'^^i 

cocktu  iut  realored  order;  aiid,  buviu-r  aasumed  ».  t^,.f^i 
u^tonty  of  brow,  demanded  agiin  of  Uie^'^otn  c^p^^ 
what  ho  came  Uiere  for,  and  whoiu  he  was  seeking  ^rbeSS.; 
iiian  humbly  assured  hua  that  he  iueant  no  hS*  but  meCv 

^:^ir  ^^;^  --  ^^  ^  neigh.ors:^rst 

CSS  I-i-iS!-^  "  ="-"S? 

'*  Where's  lirom  Uutclier'''" 

Ueres  \an  BumTuel,  the  bcIiooI master?" 
a..d  iit:T„'  l.^et^""™  '°°'  ^-^  ^  =-'  ■"'"««  general. 

trw."  '        "  "  "•'''''  J""''*"-.  I""iing  against  the 

Hip  l.)..|ie.l,  and  bolicM  a  i,rrei>»  miint^,.,..,^    .  i- 
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another  mnn.     Tn  the  midst  of  his  bewiMerment,  ihe  man  in 
the  corked  hat  demanded  who  he  was.  and  what  was  his  name. 

"  nod  knows !"  exclaimed  he.  at  his  wif  s  end ;  "  I'm  not 
myself — I'm  somehody  else — that's  me  vonder — no — that*8 
somehodv  else  pot  into  mv  shoes — T  waa  myself  last  niprht,  btit 
T  fell  asleep  on  the  moxintnin.  and  the^-'ve  changed  mr  pan, 
and  everv'thinjr's  clmncred.  and  I'm  chanjred,  and  I  can't  tell 
what's  mv  name,  or  who  T  am !" 

The  bystanders  hep:an  now  to  look  at  each  other,  nod.  wink 
siirnifioantlv.  and  tap  their  finjrers  atrainst  their  foreheads. 
There  was  a  whisper,  also,  abont  secnrinff  the  {run,  and  keep- 
in?  the  old  fellow  from  doin?  miaehief,  at  the  very  snjrjrestion 
of  which  the  self-important  man  in  the  cocked  hat  retired  with 
some  precipitation.  At  this  critical  moment  a  fresh,  cmnelv 
woman  pressed  throiifh  the  throntr  to  cret  a  t)^V  ^^  the  crav- 
bearded  man.  She  had  a  ohiibbv  child  in  her  arms,  which. 
fri<rhton<d  nt  his  looks,  bcsran  to  crv.  "  Hush.  "Rip,"  cried  she, 
'*hii><h  vo-i  litHo  fool:  the  old  man  won't  hnrt  von."  The 
rntnc  of  th<'  cliiM.  the  air  of  the  mother,  the  tone  of  her  voice. 
nil  awakened  a  frnin  of  reofdlectionf  i-n  his  mind.  "What  is 
voiir  nnme.  mv  cood  wom;in  ?"  asked  ho. 

"Judith  Cardcnier." 

"  .And  voiir  father's  name?" 

"  Ah.  Tioor  man  !  'Rip  Van  Winkle  was  his  name,  bnt  ifs 
fwentA'  A'cnr"  since  he  went  nwnv  from  home  with  his  ^\^^n.  and 
never  has  been  henrd  of  since:  his  doir  came  home  without 
him  :  hilt  whether  he  shot  himself,  or  was  cnrried  awav  by  the 
Indians,  nobody  onn  tell.     T  wap  theri  hut  n  h'Hle  <Tir1." 

■Rip  hnd  bnt  one  qnestiori  Tnore  to  ask  :  bnt  he  pnt  it  with  a 
falterinT  voire: — 

"  Wlierp'q  vonr  mother?" 

"  Oh.  she  too  had  died  Hirt  a  short  time  since;  she  broke  a 
lilrv>d- vessel  in  a  fit  of  'i<»csion  nt  a  ^'%mr  Enrrland  peddler." 

Thero  was  a  drnn  of  pomfort.  nt  least,  in  this  intellicrence. 
Thf  honest  man  conld  rojifain  himsplf  tio  loneer.  TTe  cnnjrht 
his  Hnnffhfer  and  her  child  io  his  arms.  "  T  am  ron'^  fntber !" 
f^T^od  he — "  Yonnsr  T?ir»  Van  Winkle  once — old  T?in  Van 
Wrnkle  now!    Does  nohodv  know  poor  Rip  Van  Winkle?" 
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All  stood  amazed,  until  an  old  woman,  tottering  ont  from 
fimon?  tho  crowd,  put  hor  hand  to  her  brow,  and  peering  under 
it  m  his  faoe  for  a  momnnt.  exclaimed.  "Sure  enough  I  it  U 
Rin  Van  Winkle— it  is  himself!  Welcome  home  again,  old 
loi^hbor!  Why,  where  have  you  been  these  twenty  lone 
rears  ?"  ■'         ^ 

Rip's  stoTv  wag  soon  told,  for  the  whole  twenty  years  had 
bnen  to  him  but  afl  one  nijrbt.  The  neighbors  stared  when 
thev  heard  it:  some  werr  sftr^n  to  wink  at  each  other,  and  put 
their  fongnes  in  their  cheoks:  and  the  self-imporfant  man  in 
thf>  cocked  hat,  who  when  the  alarm  wn»  over  had  returned 
to  the  field,  screwed  down  the  cornc-s  of  bis  month,  and  shook 
his  bead :  unon  which  there  wa.s  a  general  shakinir  of  the  head 
throiigbont  the  a8sembla<re. 

Tt  was  determined,  however,  to  take  the  opinion  of  old 
Peter  Vanderdonk.  who  was  seen  slowlv  advancin<'  up  the 
ron.l.     He  was  a  desoendnnt  of  the  historinn  of  that  name 
who  wrote  one  of  the  earliest  nceounts  of  the  province.     Pefer 
was  the  most  ancient  inbnbitnnt  of  the  v\]h<ro.  nnd  well  versed 
•n  all  tb^  wonderful  oyovh  and  traditions  of  the  n-i"hborbood 
He  renoHectefl  Pip  at  once   and  corroborated  bis  storv  in  the 
mopt  snti^fflofyirv  mnnner.     Fe  nssnred  the  company  that  it 
was  n  fact,  banded  down  from  bis  ancestor  the  historian,  that 
the  Kaa+skill  Monnfains  bad  ahravs  been  bnnnfed  bv  strange 
beiTirrp.  tbnt  it  wrs  nffirTT^o,^  i}^^f  f],^  ^^^f  TTePflrioV  TTnd<;o7i 
the  firsf  diseuvnrer  of  iho  river  and  conntrv.  kent  a  kind  of 
^nrry]  f},orp  ovoTv  twcnh"  ve.ir<^.  mfb  liis  crew  of  the  Half-moon 
J'e.nT  ne-mifted  in  ^^^    wav  to  r^vi^if  the  scones  of  bis  enter- 
nrise.  nnd  keep  t  cninrdian  eve  vnop  the  river,  and  the  rreat 
c,tv  cnlle,!  bv  b'-s  nnn.p :  fl,rt  },i^  f^fbor  bad  once  seep  them 
in  their  ol'^  Dutch  dre..<5o«  plnviprr  at  pipepins  ip  a  hollow  of 
tbe  moiiptnip;  and  tb-,r  be  himself  b^d  beard,  one  summer 
nftomonn.  tb-  sound  of  their  bills,  like  disfant  ne-^lc  of  tbun- 
rer. 

To  TP.nke  a  lonrr  p^orv  «bort  the  cornnnnv  broke  up  apd 
-otiirped  to  the  mo-e  important  copeerps  of  the  election  Pip»q 
^nn-^Mer  took  him  bon.o  to  ifrp  with  ber :  she  ha?:  a  snn«^  well- 
fi.rmsbed  house,  and  a  stout  cheerv  farmer  for  her  husband 
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wlioiii  Kip  recollected  for  one  of  the  urchinfl  that  used  to  climb 
upon  his  back.  As  to  Kip's  sou  and  heir,  who  was  the  ditto  of 
hiuisu't,  seen  leaning  against  tlie  tree,  he  was  employed  to  work 
on  the  iarm,  but  evinced  an  heieditary  disposition  to  attend  to 
anytliing  else  but  his  business. 

Kip  now  resumed  his  old  walks  and  liabits;  he  soon  found 
many  of  his  former  cronies,  though  all  rather  the  worse  for  tlie 
wear  and  tear  of  time,  and  preferred  making  friends  among 
the  rising  generation,  with  whom  he  soon  grew  into  great 
favor. 

Having  nothing  to  do  at  home,  and  being  arrived  at  that 
happy  age  when  a  man  can  be  idle  with  impunity,  he  took  his 
place  once  more  on  Uie  bench  at  the  inn  door,  and  was  rever- 
enced as  one  of  the  patriarchs  of  the  village,  and  a  chronicle 
of  the  old  times  "  before  the  war."  It  waa  some  time  before 
he  could  get  into  thu  regular  track  of  gossip,  or  could  be  made 
to  comprehend  the  strange  events  that  had  taken  place  during 
his  torpor.  How  that  there  had  been  a  revolutionary  wax, 
that  the  country  had  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  old  England,  and 
that,  instead  of  being  a  subject  of  his  Majesty  George  the 
Third,  he  was  uow  a  free  citizen  of  the  United  (States.  Rip, 
in  fact,  was  no  politician;  the  cliauges  of  states  and  empires 
made  but  little  impression  on  him;  but  there  was  one  species 
of  dtt-potipui  under  which  he  had  long  groaned,  and  that  was — 
petticoat  government.  Happily  that  was  at  an  end;  tie  had 
got  hid  neck  out  of  the  yoke  of  inatriutony,  and  could  go  in  and 
out  whenever  he  pleased,  without  dreading  tlie  tyranny  of 
Dame  Van  Winkle.  Whenever  her  name  waa  mentioned,  how- 
ever, he  shook  his  head,  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  cast  up 
his  eyes;  which  might  pass  eitlier  for  an  expression  of  resig- 
nation to  his  fate,  or  joy  at  his  deliverance. 

He  used  to  tell  his  story  to  every  stranger  that  arrived  at 
Mr.  Doolittle's  hotel.  He  was  observed,  at  first,  to  vary  on 
some  points  every  time  he  told  it,  which  was,  doubtless,  owing 
to  his  having  so  rcccmtly  awakened.  It  at  last  settled  down 
precisely  to  the  tale  I  have  related,  Jind  not  a  man,  woman,  or 
child  in  the  neighborhood,  but  knew  it  by  heart.  Some  always 
pretended  to  doubt  the  reality  of  it,  and  insisted  that  Rip  has 


been  out  of  his  head,  wid  that  tUs  wa«  one  point  on  which  h« 
always  rcMuainod  flighty.  The  old  Duteh  iSmbiinU.  tj! 
ever,  almost  imivemlly  gave  it  full  credit.    Kven  to  thig  dTv 

t  K^y  rr,  1^^"-'--^-  ol  a  sununer  afternoon  ab^{ 
uie  Ji^aatflkill.  but  they  say  Hendrick  Jludson  and  hii  crew  are 


NOTE. 

fo  Mfi-^'T''!.^  ^^^'  °"^  ""^"''^  «»«P«ct>  had  been  suggested 
to  Mr.  Knickerbockor  by  a  little  GeJ-niai  superstition^ 

"The  story  of  Rip  Van  Winkle  n.av  seem  incredible  to 
'"any  h„  n.-vertheless  I  give  it  ,ny  full  r,eiiof.  for  I  know  the 
VKMn,,v  01  our  old  DutH,  settlen.ent.  t)  have  been  very  sfb! 
ex,.t  to  iuarvdlous  event,  and  appearuuceH.  In.leed  7  have 
.eard  many  s  r.mgor  stories  than  this  in  the  villagl^  alon! 
the  Hudson;  al  of  which  were  too  well  authenticateTto atdt 
who  Ifo,      'r'  ''V'"  ^""^'"'^  "'tJ'  '^'-P  Vnii  Winkle  nusdf 

so  perfecth  rational  and  consistent  on  every  other  point  that 
I  th.nk  no  conse.entio),.  person  conld  refui  to  takfthis  into 
1.J  bargain  :  nay,     have  .vn  a  certi(icat.>  on  the  .Object  taken 
hpfore  a  country  justice.  n,.d  signed  with  a  cross,  hi  the  jus 
"^^^r:^''-     '•''--^^the.fon.is'b^^;/;^ 
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POSTSCBIPT. 

The  following  ftre  travelling  riotos  from  a  rnornornndiim- 
l)ook  nf  Mr.  Knirkerbocker : — 

The  Kaab*bortr.  or  Cntskill  Mountains,  havo  always  been 
a  roffinn  full  of  fablo.  The  Indians  coniiidrT'**!  tb'Mn  the  abode 
of  spirits,  vrho  influpnced  the  weiithor.  spronrlinir  sunshine  or 
clourls  over  the  landscape,  and  sending  so\^  or  bnd  huntinc 
seasons.  They  were  ruled  by  an  old  squaw  spirit,  said  to  be 
their  mother.  She  dwelt  on  the  highest  peak  of  the  Catskills. 
and  had  charpe  of  the  doors  of  day  and  nipht.  to  opon  and 
4iiit  them  at  tho  proper  hour.  She  hunir  up  thr  new  moons 
in  the  skies,  and  rut  xip  the  old  ones  into  stars.  Tn  times  of 
drouffht.  if  properlv  propitiated,  she  would  spin  liffht  summer 
clouds  out  of  robwobs  and  morninjr  dew.  and  snnd  them  off 
from  the  crest  of  the  mountain,  flake  after  flnke.  likp  flakes 
of  cnrdod  cotton,  t^  float  in  the  air:  imtil,  dissolved  by  the 
heat  of  the  sun,  tbev  would  fall  in  pPTitle  Rhowcr".  cmisinff  the 
grass  to  spring,  the  fruits  to  ripen,  and  the  corn  to  srrow  an 
inch  nn  hour.  Tf  di«pleaJ5ed.  however,  she  would  brew  ip 
clouds  black  as  iTik.  sittinsr  in  the  midst  of  them  like  a  hottle- 
bellicd  spider  in  tlie  midst  of  its  web;  and  when  these  clouds 
broke,  woe  bctido  the  vallevs ! 

Tp  old  times,  sav  the  Indian  traditions,  there  was  a  kind  of 
ATanitou  or  Spirit,  who  kept  about  the  wildest  recesses  of  the 
Catskill  Mountains,  and  took  a  mischievous  pb.oc-.,ro  in  Tr»-Pik- 
iiiir  all  kinds  of  evils  nnd  vexations  upon  the  red  men.  Some- 
times he  would  assume  the  form  of  a  bear,  a  panther,  or  a 
(^ooT.  lend  the  bewildered  hunter  a  wearv  chase  tbroufh  tan- 
jrled  forests  and  among  rajrged  rocks,  and  then  snrinp'  off  with 
a  loud  bo!  ho!  leavin?  him  asrhast  on  the  brink  of  n  beetlinsr 
precipice  or  rasrinc  torrent. 

The  favorite  abode  of  this  Manitou  is  still  sboiru.  It  is  a 
Treat  rock  or  clifF  on  the  loneliest  part  of  the  Tnmip+itnjs.  and. 
from  thp  floweriujEr  vines  which  clamber  about  it.  and  tbA  wild 
flowers  whieb  abound  in  its  neiehborhood.  :«  known  bv  the 
name  of  +he  Oarden  I?ock.     Near  the  foot  of  it  is  a  small  laVp. 
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the  haunt  of  the  solitary  bittern,  with  water-snakes  baukin^  in 
tlie  sun  on  the  leaves  of  tlie  pond-lilies,  which  lie  on  thelur- 
lace     This  pla<)e  was  held  in  ^eat  awe  by  tlie  Indians,  inso- 
niiuOi  that  the  boldost  Imnter  would  not  purme  his  game  with- 
in it.s  precincts.     Once  upon  a  time,  however,  a  hunter  who 
m.l  lest  his  way,  penetratod  to  the  garden  rock,  where  he  be- 
held a  niimber  of  gourds  placed  in  the  crotches  of  trees      One 
of  these  he  seized,  and  made  off  with  it;  but  in  the  hurry  of 
his  rctii^t  he  let  it  fall  among  the  rocks,  wlien  a  great  stream 
mishod  forth    which  washed  hin,  awav  and  swept  him  do^ 
procpices.  where  he  was  dashed  to  pieces,  and  the  stream  made 
Its  wav  to  the  Hudson,  and  continues  to  flow  to  the  present 
day:  being  tne  identical  stream  known  by  the  name  of  the 
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.Sjiint  Krjtu-is  aii.l  S.iiiit   Umi-- li'lit 
Klesso  tins  iiouse  from  wicked  wii,'li(  • 
^rom  the  niKlitm;itv  aiul  the  g„l)ljn  ;' 
lliiit  IS  liiKlit  Koo  I  tclliiw  K.)l)ii,  • 
Kft-I)  it  from  ail  evil  spirits, 
I'aines,  wtM-^les,  rats  ami  ferrets  : 

l^roiu  eurfew  tiir- 

To  the  next  prime." 

— C'artwrioht. 

^hJl  ""'f -""i  ^^'"''^^t  moonlight  night,  but  extremely  cold :  our 
.haise  whirled  rapidly  over  the  frozen  ground;  the  postboy 
smacked  his  whip  incessantly,  and  a  part  ot  the  time  Ws  hora^ 
were  on  a  gailop.     "He  knows  where  he  is  goL^-  saM ^^^ 
companion,  laughing.  "  and  is  eager  to  arrive  in  time  for  some 
?athor  "!r"^^^*  ^^^^  S?od  cheer  of  the  servants'  hall      aTv 
ather.  you  must  knr,,-,  is  a  bigoted  devotee  of  the  old  school 
nnd  prides  himse  f  upon  keeping  up  something  of  old  English 
hosp.  tal, ty.     He  IS  a  tolerable  specimen  of  what  you  will  rfrely 
mpe    with  nowadays  in  its  purity,-the  old  EngHsh  counS 
genlleman;  for  our  men  of  fortune  spend  so  much  of  their 
tnne  in  town,  and  fashion  is  carried  so  much  intothe  coun^ 
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that  the  strons:  rich  pecnliaritiee  of  ancient  rural  life  are 
almoRt  polished  nway.  My  father,  however,  from  early  years, 
took  honest  Peachnm  for  his  text-book,  instead  of  Chesterfield: 
he  determined  in  his  own  mind,  that  there  was  no  condition 
more  truly  honorable  and  enviable  than  that  of  a  country  gen- 
tif^man  on  his  patomal  lands,  and  therefore  passes  the  whole 
of  his  time  on  his  estate.  He  is  a  strenuous  advocate  for  the 
revival  of  the  old  rural  ^ames  and  holiday  observances,  and  is 
deeplv  read  in  tho  writers,  ancient  and  modern,  who  have 
treated  on  the  subiect.  Indeed,  his  favorite  ransre  of  reading 
is  amon<r  the  authors  who  flourished  at  least  two  centuries 
since ;  who,  he  insists,  wrote  and  thought  more  like  true  Eng- 
lishmen than  anv  of  their  sucoesso-s.  He  cvrn  rogrois  some- 
timos  that  he  had  not  been  born  a  few  centuries  earlier,  when 
England  was  itself,  and  har  its  peculiar  manners  and  customs. 
As  he  livos  at  some  distance  from  the  main  road,  in  rather  a 
lonelv  part  of  the  coimtrv.  without  any  rival  gentrv  near  him, 
he  has  that  most  enviable  of  all  blessings  to  an  Englishman,  an 
opportunitv  of  indulging  the  bent  of  his  own  humor  without 
molestation.  Being  representative  of  the  oldest  family  in  the 
noiirhborhood,  and  a  jn-eat  nart  of  the  peasantrv  being  his  ten- 
ants, be  is  much  Irokpd  up  to  and,  in  general,  is  known  simply 
bv  tho  appellation  of  '  the  Squire,'  a  title  which  has  been 
of^poT-dpd  to  the  head  of  the  familv  since  time  immemorial.  T 
think  it  best  to  give  von  these  hints  about  my  worthy  old 
father,  to  prepare  von  for  any  eccentricities  that  might  other- 
wise appear  absurd." 

We  bad  pa.«sed  for  some  time  along  the  wall  of  a  park,  and 
nf  Ipno+h  the  chaisp  stopped  at  the  gate.  Tt  was  in  a  hearv, 
maen^ficpnt  old  stvle.  of  iron  bars,  fancifully  wrought  at  top 
into  flourishes  and  flowers.  The  husre  squarp  columns  +hat 
crppor+ed  the  ^ate  were  surmounted  bv  the  familv  crest.  Close 
adjoining  wr<s  the  porter's  lodge,  sheltered  under  dark  fir-trees, 
opd  "imoct  buried  in  shrubbprv. 

Tbp  postbov  rnncr  a  large  porter's  hell,  which  resounded 

fLT-oprrh  tTip  ptill  fro=:tr  !\W.  Pud  was  anowprcd  bv  the  distant 

bnrVin--  of  dn<Ts.  with  which  the  mansion-house  spemed  ^nTr\. 

poned.     An  old  woman  immediately  appeared  at  the  gate.     As 
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V  I n  r  I'T  ^I"''"'^  ''^^  ^^^^  i°  t^«  a^tiq^e  taste, 
n  *  frlT  1  ''^'"^  ^"/  stomacher,  and  her  silver  hair  peep- 
n?  from  undor  a  cap  of  snowy  whiteness.  She  came  court^ 
r-  forth,  with  many  expro.sions  of  simple  joy  at  seeinyhJr 
koenTn'n''";    ""''  '"^^S"^-  ''  -^-«^'  -ai  u'p  at  the  house 

th'weho^.'^^  ''  ""''  *'^  '''''  ^^^^  ^^  ^  --^^  -^  «t-  •: 
Mv    friend    proposed    that   we   should    nbVht   and    walk 
fhou.h  the  park  to  the  hall,  which  wa.  at  no  ^eat  distance 
"Inle  t1,e  chaise  should  follow  on.     Our  road  wound  xhrS 
H  nohle  avenue  of  tree.   amon..  the  naked  hranche.  of  wS 
the  moon  ^liftered  ns  she  rolled  through  the  deep  vault  of  a 
oloudjess  sky.     Tlu>  Inwn  beyond  was  sheeted  with  a  sH^ht 
roverm?  of  snow,  .hich  he^e  and  there  sparkled  as  the  rno^n 
hoams  cau^rht  a  frosty  c  rvstal :  and  at  a  distance  ml^ht  b^^n 

and  threatenin;?  prndunllv  fo  shroud  the  landscape 
.fj»  companion  looked  around  him  with  transport.     «  How 
often."  said  he.  "have  T  scampered  up  this  avenue,  on  return 
in.,  home  on  school  vacations !     How  often  have  T  played  u^- 
der  these  trees  when  a  hov!     T  feel  a  decree  of  filirrev"?- 

cl^lh^'od      MrfnTh'"^'  "'  \'  ^'"^  "^"^  '^^^  cherished  uITn 
ch  Idhood.     My  father  wn.s  alwnvs  scrupulous  in  exactin-  our 

holidays  and  havin;:  ns  around  him  on  familv  festivals  '  He 

n^d  to  direc^t  and  superintend  our  games  with  the  strictness 

hat  some  parent,  do  the  stndies  of  their  children.     Hrwa. 

^orv  particular  that  we  should  play  the  old  Endish  ffam^Tc- 

cordinir    o  their  onVi^ial  form,  and  consulted  old  hoZ  ?or 

p-ccedent  and   authority  for  everv  '  merrie  disport  > -vet  T 

nssiire  you  there  never  was  nedantn^  so  delightful      It  was  the 

nolicv  of  the  good  old  gentleman  to  make  his  children  feTthat 

home  was  the  hapniost  plrce  in  the  world:  and  T  vdue  this 

'^^^"h^t'r""'"'"^^  "  "^^  '''  ''''  ^^^'"^-^  ^''^  ^  A-nt 

We  were  interrupted  hv  the  clamor  of  a  troop  of  dogs  of  all 

'orts  and  sizes,  «mo    .el.  nuppy,  whelp  »nd  hound,  and  curs 
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oi  low  degree,"  that,  disturbed  by  the  ring  of  tlie  porter's  bell 
aud  the  rattling  of  the  cliaisie,  caiuo  boujitUng,  opcu-mouilied, 
ii  cross  the  lawn. 

"  -The  little  dogs  aud  all, 
Tra} ,  lilancli,  aud  bweuUieart,  see,  tliey  bark  at  me !'  " 
cried  ±>racebridge,  laugtuug.     At  the  sound  of  his  voice,  the 
bark  was  changed  into  a  yelp  of  deligiit,  aud  in  a  moment  he 
waa  surrounded  aud  almost  overpowered  by  the  caresses  of  the 
faithful  animiils. 

We  had  now  come  in  full  view  of  the  old  family  mansion, 
partly  thrown  in  deep  shadow,  and  partly  lit  up  by  tlie  cold 
uioonshine.  It  was  an  irregular  building,  of  some  magmtude, 
and  seemed  to  be  of  the  architecture  of  di^erent  periods.  One 
wing  was  evidently  very  ancient,  with  heavy  stone-shaftod  bow- 
windr^'""  'Utting  out  and  overrun  with  ivy,  from  aiuong  the 
foliage  of  which  the  small  diamond-shaped  paues  of  glaaa  glit- 
troo  vi^h  the  moonbeams.  The  rest  of  the  house  was  in  the 
French  caate  of  Charles  the  iSecond's  time,  liaviug  been  re- 
paired and  altered,  as  my  friend  told  me,  by  one  of  his  ances- 
tors, who  returned  with  that  monarch  at  tiie  Ifestoration.  The 
grounds  about  the  house  were  laid  out  in  ilie  old  lurmal  man- 
ner of  artificial  flower-beds,  clipped  slirubberies,  raised  ter- 
races, and  heavy  stone  balustrades,  oruaiiicuted  witli  urns,  a 
leaden  statue  or  two,  and  a  jet  of  water.  The  old  geutleman, 
i  was  told,  was  extremely  careful  to  preserve  tins  obsolete 
linery  in  all  its  original  state,  lie  auiiured  tliis  fashion  in 
gardening;  it  had  an  air  of  maguilicence,  was  courtly  and 
noble,  and  befittiug  good  old  family  stylo.  The  boasted  imi- 
tation of  nature  in  modern  gardening  had  sprung  up  with 
modern  republican  notions,  but  did  not  suit  a  monarcliical 
government;  it  smacked  of  the  leveilijig  s\stem.  1  could  not 
iielp  smiling  at  this  introduction  of  puiitich  luto  gardening, 
though  1  expressed  some  appielieusiou  Lliai  i  siiould  find  the 
old  gentleman  ratlier  intolerant  in  his  creed.  Franli  assured 
me,  however,  that  it  w;'*  almost  the  only  iiiiiunce  in  which 
he  had  ever  heard  his  father  meddle  w  ith  politics ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  he  had  got  this  notion  from  a  meml>er  of  parliar 
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ineut  wlio  once  puaaod  a  lew  weeka  with  hmi.  The  aqmre  wa» 
giad  01  auj^  arguiueiit  to  deleud  lii6  clipped  yew-treea  and 
ioruial  t^iraceti,  wiiich  kad  beeii  oecawoiially  attacked  ov 
moUei-n  landscape  gardenurs. 

Ati  we  approached  tlie  iiouse,  we  aeaiu  the  sound  of  muaic 
aud  now  auu  then  a  burst  of  laughter,  from  one  end  of  the' 
building      lhis,l5racebridge  said,  must  proceed  from  the  ser- 
vants nail,  where  a  great  deal  of  revelry  wa«  permitted,  and 
even  encouraged,  by  lUe  squire,  tlixoughout  the  twelve  dayg  of 
Christmas,  provided  everything  was  done  conformably  to  an- 
cient usage.     Here  were  kept  up  the  old  games  of  hoodman 
blind,  shoe  the  wild  mare,  hot  cockles,  steal  the  white  loaf, 
bob-apple,  and  snap-dragon;  the   i'ule  clog  and  Christmas 
candle  were  regularly  burnt,  and  the  mistletoe,  with  its  white 
berries,  hung  up,  to  the  imimnent  peril  of  all  the  pretty  house- 
maids. *^      •' 

So  intent  were  the  ser\-ants  upon  their  sports,  that  we  had 
to  ring  repeatedly  before  we  could  make  ourselves  heard  On 
our  arrival  bemg  announced,  the  squire  came  out  to  receive 
us,  accompamed  by  hi«=  two  other  sous;  one  a  young  officer  in 
the  army,  home  on  leave  of  a!  .ence;  the  other  an  Oxonian. 
just  Irom  the  universxty.  The  squire  was  a  tine  healthy- 
looking  old  gentleman,  with  silver  hair  curling  lightly  round 
an  open  liorid  countenance;  in  which  the  physiognomist,  with 
the  advantage,  like  myself,  of  a  previom-.  hint  or  two,  iiight 
discover  a  smgular  mixture  of  whim  and  benevolence. 

The  family  meeting  was  warm  and  affectionate;  as  the 
evening  was  far  advanced,  the  squire  would  not  permit  us  to 
change  our  travelling  dresses,  but  ushered  us  at  once  to  the 
cmupany,  which  was  assembled  in  a  large  old-faahioned  hall. 
It  was  composed  of  dilferent  branches  of  a  numerous  family 
counection,  where  there  were  the  usual  proportion  of  old  uncles 
and  aunts,  comfortable  married  dames,  superannuated  spin- 
sters   blooming  country  cousins,  half-fledged  striplings,  and 
oright-eyed  boarding-school  hoydens.     They    were    variously 
occupied:  some  at  a  round  game  of  cards;  others  conversing 
Around  the  fireplace;  at  one  end  of  the  hall  was  a  group  of  th« 
young  foUcs,  some  nearly  grown  up,  others  of  a  more  tender 
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and  budding  age,  fully  engrossed  by  a  merry  game;  and  a 
profusion  of  wooden  horses,  penny  trumpets,  and  tattered 
dollfi,  about  the  floor,  showed  traces  of  a  troop  of  little  fairy 
beings,  who,  having  frolicked  through  a  liappy  day,  had  been 
carried  off  to  slumber  through  a  peaceful  night. 

While  the  mutual  greetings  were  going  on  betveen  young 
Braoebridge  and  his  relatives,  I  had  time  to  scan  the  apart- 
ment. 1  have  called  it  a  hall,  for  so  it  had  certainly  been  in 
old  times,  and  the  squire  had  evidently  endeavored  to  restore 
it  to  something  of  its  primitive  state.  Over  the  heavy  project- 
ing fireplace  was  suspended  a  picture  of  a  warrior  in  armor, 
ptanding  by  a  white  horse,  and  on  the  opposite  wall  hung  a 
helmet,  buckler,  and  lance.  At  one  end  an  enormous  pair  of 
antlers  were  inserted  in  the  wall,  the  branches  serving  as  hooks 
en  which  to  suspend  hats,  whips,  and  spurs :  and  in  the  corners 
of  the  apartment  were  fowling-pieces,  fishing-rods,  and  other 
sporting  implements.  The  furniture  was  of  the  cumbrous 
workmanship  of  former  days,  though  some  articles  oi  modem 
convenience  had  been  added,  and  the  oaken  floor  had  been 
carpeted;  so  that  the  whole  presented  an  odd  mixture  of  par- 
lor and  hall. 

The  grate  had  been  removed  from  the  wide  overwhelming 
fireplace,  to  make  way  for  a  fire  of  wood,  in  the  midst  of  which 
was  an  enormous  log  glowing  and  blazing,  and  sendirg  .*  rth  a 
vast  volume  of  light  and  heit.  This  1  understood  waa  the 
Yule  clog,  which  the  squire  was  particular  in  having  brought 
in  and  illumined  on  a  Christmas  eve,  according  to  ancient  cus- 
tom. 

It  was  really  delightful  to  see  the  old  squire  seated  in  his 
liereditary  elbow-chair,  by  the  hospitable  fireside  of  his  ances- 
tors, and  looking  around  him  like  the  sun  of  a  system,  beaming 
warmth  and  gladness  to  every  heart.  Even  the  very  dog  that 
lay  etretchcd  at  his  feet,  as  he  lazily  shifted  his  position  and 
yawned,  would  look  fondly  up  in  his  master's  face,  wag  his  tail 
against  the  floor,  and  stretch  himself  again  to  sleep,  confident 
of  kindness  and  protection.  There  is  an  emanation  from  tha 
hoart  in  genuine  hospitality  which  cannot  be  described,  but  is 
immediately  felt,  and  puts  ^he  stranger  at  once  at  his  ease     I 
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Jiad  not  been  seated  many  uunutetj  by  the  comfortable  hearth 
of  the  worthy  old  cavalier,  before  1  found  myself  as  much  at 
Jiome  ut:  if  1  had  been  one  of  the  family. 

{Supper  wad  announced  shortly  after  our  arrival.  It  was 
served  up  in  a  spacious  oaken  cuamber,  the  panels  of  which 
shone  with  wax,  and  around  which  were  several  family  por- 
traits decorated  with  holly  and  ivy.  Besides  the  accustomed 
iJifhts,  two  great  wax  tapers,  called  Christmas  candles, 
wreatlicd  with  greens,  were  placed  on  a  highly  polish'^d  bullet 
among  the  family  plate.  Tiie  table  was  abundantly  spread 
with  suustautial  laie;  but  the  squire  made  his  supper  of  fru- 
menty, a  dish  made  of  wheat  cakes  boiled  in  milk,  with  rich 
ijpices,  being  u  standing  disli  in  old  times  for  Cliristmas  eve 
1  was  happy  to  find  juy  old  friend,  minced  pie,  in  the  retinue 
of  the  feast;  and  hnding  him  to  be  perfectly  orthodox,  and 
tiiat  1  iieed  not  be  ashamed  of  my  predilection,  1  greeted  him 
with  all  the  warmth  wherewith  we  usually  greet  an  old  and 
very  genteel  acquaintance. 

Tiie  mirth  of  tlie  company  was  greatly  promoted  by  the 
humors  of  an  eccentric  personage  whom  Mr.  liracebridtje 
always  addressed  with  the  quaint  appellation  of  Master  Simon 
He  was  a  tight,  brisk  little  man,  with  the  air  of  an  arrant  old 
bachelor  ilis  nose  was  shaped  like  tlie  bill  of  a  parrot;  Ids 
fac-e  slightly  pitted  with  the  small-pox,  with  a  dry  perpetual 
biooin  on  It,  like  a  frost-bitt«n  leaf  in  autumn.  He  had  an 
eye  of  great  quickness  and  vivacity,  with  a  drollery  and  lurk- 
ing waggery  of  expies.sion  tliat  was  irresistible.  He  was  evi- 
dently the  wit  of  tlie  fainily,  dealing  very  mucli  in  sly  jokes 
and  inuendoes  with  the  ladies,  and  making  infinite  merriment 
by  harping  upon  old  themes;  whicii,  unfortunately,  my  ignor- 
ance of  the  family  chronicles  did  not  permit  me  to  enjoy  It 
seemed  to  be  his  great  delight  during  supper  to  keep  a  v'oung 
girl  next  him  m  a  continual  agony  of  stifled  laughter,  in  spite 
of  her  awe  of  tiie  reproving  looks  of  her  mother,  who  sat  oppo- 
site. Indeed,  he  was  the  idol  of  the  younger  part  of  the  coni- 
pany,  wIk,  lauglied  at  everything  he  said  or  did.  and  at  every 
turn  of  h]s  countenance.  1  cou'd  not  wonder  at  it,  for  he 
must  have  been  a  miracle  of  act-  iplisliments  in  theu-  eyes. 
He  could  imitate  Punch  and  Judy;  make  an  old  woman  of 
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his  hand,  with  the  assistnnco  of  a  hvmt  cork  and  pockct-hand- 
korchicf ;  and  cut  an  ornn^.'e  into  s«ucli  a  ludicroiH  caricature, 
that  the  younp  folks  Averc  ready  to  die  witli  lau^hini*. 

I  wn/«  let  briefly  in'o  his  hi^ory  hy  Frank  Rracobridge.  H« 
was  an  old  bachelor,  of  a  smnll  independent  income,  which, 
by  careful  management,  waa  sufficient  for  all  his  wants.  He 
revolved  through  the  family  svFfom  like  a  vagrant  comet  in  its 
crbit;  sometimes  visiting  one  brancli,  and  sometimes  another 
quite  remote, — as  is  oft^n  tlm  case  with  gentlemen  of  exten- 
sive  conneetio'is  and  small  fortimes  in  England.  He  had  a 
chirping,  buoyant  disposition,  always  enjoying  the  present 
moment:  and  his  frequent  change  of  scene  and  company  pre- 
vented his  acquiring  tho-e  rusty  unj^ceommodating  habits  with 
which  old  bachelors  are  so  uncliaritably  charged.  ITe  was  a 
complete  family  chronicle,  being  versed  in  the" genealogy,  his- 
tory, and  intermarriages  of  the  whole  house  of  Bracebridge, 
which  mnde  him  a  great  favorite  with  the  old  folks;  he  was 
the  beau  of  all  the  elder  ladies  and  superannnated  spinsters, 
among  whom  he  was  habitually  con.-idered  rather  a  yonng  fel- 
low, nnd  he  \ya.s  master  of  the  revels  among  the  children;  so 
that  there  was  not  a  more  popular  bein?  in  the  spbore  in  which 
he  ■' "  than  Mr.  Simon  ?>rnre))ridcre.  Of  late  years  he  had 
re,'  ost  entirely  with  the  squire,  to  whom  he  had  be- 

«^(>  ^otum.  and  whom    he    particularly    delighted    hy 

ju  .vith  Ms  humor  in  respect  to  old  times,  and  bv  having 

;i  .scrap  of  ar  old  song  to  sint  every  occasion.  We  had  pre- 
sently n  specimen  of  his  last-mentioned  talent,  for  no  sooner 
wrs  supper  removed,  and  spired  wines  and  other  beverages 
peeuli.nr  to  the  season  introduced,  than  Master  Simon  was 
called  on  fo^-  a  good  old  Christmas  song.  He  bethought  him- 
self for  a  moment,  and  then,  with  a  sparkle  of  the  eve,  and  a 
voinp  that  was  by  no  moans  bad.  excepting  that  it  ran  occa- 
sionallv  into  a  falsetto,  like  the  notes  of  a  split  reed,  he  qnav- 
ered  forth  a  quaint  old  dittv. 


M  OHBIBTliAS    IVir.  '^ 

TIio  supper  had  disposed  eyerv  one  to  gayety,  and  an  old 
harper  was  summoned  from  the  servantn'  hall,  where  he  had 
been  strumming  all  the  eveniiif;,  and  to  all  appearance  com- 
forting himself  with  some  of  tlie  squire's  honie-brewad.  He 
was  a  kind  of  hanger-on,  I  was  told,  of  the  ostabliahmenl^  and, 
though  ostensibly  a  resident  of  the  village,  was  oftener  to  be 
found  in  the  squire's  kitchen  than  his  own  home,  the  old  gen- 
tleman being  fond  of  the  sound  of  "  harp  in  hall.'* 

The  dance,  like  most  dances  after  supper,  was  a  merry  one; 
some  of  the  older  folks  joinofl  in  ib,  and  tlie  squire  himself 
figured  down  several  couple  with  a  partner,  with  whom  he 
affirmed  he  had  danced  at  every  Christmas  for  nearly  half  a 
century.  Master  Simon,  w^o  seemed  to  he  a  kind  of  connect- 
ing link  between  the  old  times  and  the  n^^w,  and  ^o  bo  withal 
a  little  antiouated  in  the  taste  of  his  accomplishments,  evi- 
dently piqued  himself  on  his  dancing,  and  was  endeavoring  to 
gain  credit  by  the  heel  and  toe,  ligadoon,  and  other  graces  of 
the  ancient  school ;  but  he  had  unluckily  assorted  himself  with 
a  little  romping  girl  from  boarding-school,  who,  by  her  wild 
vivacity,  kept  him  continually  on  the  stretch,  and  defeated  all 
his  sober  attempts  at  elegance :— such  are  the  ill-assorted 
matches  to  which  antique  gentlemen  are  unfortunately  prone ! 

The  voung  Oxonian,  on  the  contrary,  had  led  out  one  of  his 
maiden  aunts,  on  whom  the  rogue  played  a  thousand  little 
knaveries  with  impunity ;  he  was  full  of  practical  jokes,  and 
his  delight  was  to  tease  his  aunts  and  cousins ;  yet,  like  all 
madcap  youngsters,  he  was  a  universal  favorite  among  the 
women.    The  most  interesting  couple  in  the  dance  was  the 
young  officer  and  a  wa,Td  of  the  squire's,  a  beautiful  blushing 
girl  of  seventeen.     From  several  shv  glances  which  T  had 
noticed  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  I  suspected  there  was  a 
little  kindness  growing  up  between  them;  and,  indeed,  the 
young  soldier  was  just  the  hero  to  captivate  a  romantic  girl. 
He  was  tall,  slender,  and  handsome,  and,  like  most  young 
British  officers  of  late  years,  had  picked  up  various  small  ac- 
complishments on  the  continent;  ho  could  talk  French  and 
Ttalit.n.  draw  landscapes,  sing  vqtj'  tolorablv,  dance  divinely, 
l.ut  ahove  all.  ho  had  been  wounded  at  Waterloo.     What  girl 
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of  seventficn,  well  rear!  in  pootrv  and  Tomanoe,  could  retiit 
Biich  n  mirror  of  cliivalrv  and  perfection? 

Tlip  momont  tho  diinoo  was  ovor  he  oniiiht  up  a  cniitar, 
nnd.  loUinp  a<rainf»t  tho  n  I  rmrhlo  fireplncf.  in  an  nttihid*^ 
which  T  nm  half  inclined  t'»  snsnoot  \v!\a  st'idicd.  hccran  the 
little  French  air  of  flic  Trouhadoiir.  The  squire,  however, 
rxd.'iimed  against  h.-nin'r  !invthin<;  on  riiriptinas  eve  hut  p'ood 
old  Enjrliph;  upon  whifh  tl'c  vonn<r  mii'strel.  castinir  up  hifl 
ove  for  a  moment,  as  if  in  an  rfTort  of  mcmorA'.  ftrnek  into 
another  strain,  and,  with  a  charniinir  air  of  gallantry,  jrave 
Tl.rnVk's  "Night-Piece  to  Julia." 


'Her  eyes  tlie  flow  woi'in  k'nd  (hcc 
The  nhootlna:  etar'i  a*fon<1  thoe, 
And  theplves  iilno, 
Whose  little  ey»«  srlnw 
Hks  th"»  siarkiof  flrr,  Ic^frit'ii  1  lh'>'.  • 

'  No  wlllo'-the-wUp  ral«!ielit  tlii>p ; 
Nor  snake  nor  8lo»v-wonn  bile  thoe ; 
But  on,  on  thy  way, 
Nr  ':  mnkinK  (v  stay, 
Since  ghost  there  isnone  to  affriplit  tli  »■ 

"Then  let  not  the  dark  th  •  ■  cmubfr  ; 
What  thouorh  the  moon  does  slumber 

The  stars  of  the  nisrht 

Will  lend  thee  their  Heht, 
Like  tapers  clear  without  number. 

'  Then,  Julia,  let  me  woo  thee. 
Thus. 'thus "to'come  unto  me; 
And  when  I  shall  meet 
Thy  silvery  feot, 
My  soul  I'll  pour  into  thee." 

The  song  might  or  might  not  have  been  intended  in  com- 
pliment to  the  fair  Ji-  'a,  for  so  T  found  his  partner  was 
called;  she,  however,  wa.-<  certainly  unoon;^(iou.<«  of  any  such 
application,  for  clie  never  lof^  ed  at  the  singer,  but  kept  her 
eye-  cnst  upon  the  floor.  Her  face  wa.-^  rfufpsiscd,  it  is  true, 
witli  a  beautiful  blush,  and  there  wa.^  a  gentle  heaving  of  the 
bosom,  but  all  thai  wns  doubtless  caused  by  the  e.-rercife  of  the 
dance;  indeed  so  great  waii  her  indifference,  that  she  amused 


M 


ORBiencAfl  xnL 


hn«e\{  with  pfrkfnfr  H  piocwA  a  cLoioe  ho.iquet  of  hoi-hotiw 
flowers,  and  by  the  t.mo  the  ronp  wns  concluded,  the  noiemiT 
Inv  in  niin««  on  tl-e  floor,  "^ 

The  T>.irtv  nou'  hroko  un  for  tho  nijrht  with  the  kind- 
licnrfpd  old  niafom  of  shnkinir  hnr.*l«  .A«  T  m-od  fhroncrh 
nio  hnll.  on  mv  wnv  to  m.-  chamber  fbe  dvin-  ombor«  of  the 
Tnin  cloc  ptill  sent  forth  n  duskv  fflow.  nnd  hnd  it  not  been  the 
jnn.on  when  "no  «pirif  dnres  stir  abroad."  T  should  have  been 
>-nlf  temptod  to  steal  from  mv  roon,  nt  midnight,  and  xmp 

beartr  ''"  ""^  ^'"  "^  *^'^'''  '•'^'^^^'"'^<>"t  the 

Mv  rhnmbpr  wna  in  tbo  old  part  of  fbe  mnnsion.  the  pon- 
domns  fur.  tnro  of  whioh  miffbt  hnvo  1  oen  fnbnVntpd  in  the 
j'av.  of  the  u  nnffl.  Tbo  room  wa.«  panellerl.  with  rornicpfl  of 
bonvv  curved  r-ork.  n  which  fiower«  .nd  ^oto^nne  fnce,  wero 
«trnn-olr  intprmindcd :  and  a  row  of  hlnck-lookine  porfmits 
«tnrPd  monrnfnllv  at  me  from  the  wall.,.  The  hod  wn8  of  rich 
tboMeh  fndcd  dnmnsk.  with  a  loft  yfo!.for.  nnd  .tood  in  n  niche 
opposifp  a  bow-wmdow.  T  bad  scnrpnlv  -of  into  bed  when  a 
Ptram  of  miiRic  ^^comcd  to  break  fort',  in  tl  o  nir  vM  below  the 
window^    T  lisfoncd.  and  found  if  proroorlcd  f.om  n  bnnd 

SVrL  S!r''"'^'''V"  K*^:'  ^^''^'  ^'•""^  ^^^  neiffhborine 
vinnem.     Thcv  went  round  the  honpo.  r.lnvinrr  nndor  the  win- 

r  n  r^r""  ''"''^  *^''  ^"'*'''*"^  ^'^  ^•^'"'  ^^^  TnorP  di«- 
tmcflv.  The  moonbeams  fell  thron-b  the  unncr  part  of  thp 
on.emont.  pnrtfallv  h>htine  np  fb.  opfinn3  TJIo^!" 
The  PonndB,  as  thev  receded,  became  more  soft  and  eerial  nnd 
peemed  to  nrcor-rl  with  the  qni-.f  and  moonlight.  T  listened 
ond  ],.fpTiod :  fhov  became  morr  nnd  more  tender  and  remote, 
and  as  thev  cradually  died  a-  mv  head  .nnk  nnon  the  piU 
[ow  nnri  T  fell  asleen. 
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THE  ADVENTURES  OF  ULYSSES 

Charles  Lamh. 


CUAPTEK  I. 
The   Cicons. — The   Fittu'   op   the   Lotus-tbeb. — Polt- 

THEMUS    AND    THE    CyCLOPS. — TUB    KlNODOM    OP     TUB 

Winds,  and  God  Bolus's  Fatal  Present. — The  LiES- 

TRYUONLAN  MaN-EaTERS. 

This  history  tella  of  the  wanderings  of  UlyBsea  and  his 
followers  in  their  return  from  Tioy,  after  the  destructicn  of 
that  famous  city  of  Asia  by  the  Grecians.  He  was  inflamed 
with  a  desire  of  seeing  again,  after  a  ten  years"  absence,  his 
wife  and  native  country,  Ithaca.  He  -as  king  of  barren 
spot,  and  a  poor  coimtry  in  comparison  ox  the  fruit  plains 
of  Asia,  which  he  was  leaving,  or  the  wealthy  Idngdo  which 
he  touched  upon  in  his  return;  yet,  wherever  ne  caoue,  he  could 
never  see  a  soil  which  appeared  in  his  e}'e8  }.3lf  so  sweet  or 
desirable  as  his  country  earth.  T  -  made  \i\a  refuse  the 
offers  of  the  goddess  Calypso  to  staj  ,  :th  her,  and  partake  of 
her  immortality  in  the  delightful  island;  and  this  gave  him 
strength  to  break  from  the  enchantments  of  Circe,  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  Sun. 

From  Troy,  ill  winds  cast  Ulysses  and  his  fleet  vpon  tlia 
coast  of  the  Cicoiis,  a  people  hostile  to  the  Grecians.  Landing 
his  forces,  he  laid  sie^^e  to  their  chief  city,  Ismarus,  which  he 
took,  and  with  it  much  spoil,  and  slew  many  people.  But 
success  proved  fatal  to  him;  for  his  soldiers,  elated  with  the 
spoil,  and  the  good  store  oi  provisions  which  they  found  in 
that  place,  fell  to  eating  and  drinking,  forgetful  of  their 
safety,  till  the  Cicons,  who  inhabited  the  coast,  had  time  to 
assemble  their  friends  and  alliee  from  the  interior;  who,  mus- 
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tenug  m  prodigious  force,  set  upon  the  Greciani,  while  thev 
iicgJigeutly  revelled  and  fea^ied,  and  slew  ma'xv  of  them,  and 
rucovercd  the  spoil.    They,  dispirited  and  chinned  in  theii- 
uumbers,  wiLJi  diiUculty  made  tlieir  retreat  good  to  the  ships 
llioncu  Uiey  sot  sail,  sad  at  heart,  yet  something  cheered 
tliai  Willi  such  ieurf  ul  udds  against  them  they  had  not  all  been 
utUirJy  dosuoyed.    A  dreadiul  tempest  ensued,  which  for  two 
iiiglits  and  two  days  tossed  them  about,  but  the  third  day  the 
weather  cleared,  aud  they  had  hopes  of  a  favorable  gJe  to 
cuiry  them  to  Ithaca;  but,  as  they  doubled  the  Cape  of  Malea. 
suddenly  a  nortli  wiud  arising  drove  them  back  as  far  as 
Lythera.        Alter  that,  lor  Uie  space  of  nine  days,  contrajy 
rt  luds  eoutinuLd  to  drive  them  in  an  opposite  direction  to  the 
j'omt  to  wmch  they  were  bound;  and  the  tenth  day  they  put 
m  at  u  shore  wlieie  a  race  of  men  dweU  tliat  are  sustained  by 
L.  ,0  Iruit  ol  tile  lotos-tree.     Here  Ulysses  sent  some  of  his  men 
iw  land  lor  iiesii  water,  who  were  met  by  certain  of  the  inhab- 
iiMiUs,  tiiat  gave  tlien.  some  of  the  country  food  to  eat— not 
wiUi  any  ill  mtentiou  towards  them,  though  in  the  event  it 
laovod  pormcious;  for,  having  eaten  of  this  fruit,  so  pleasant 
i    proved  to  tlieir  appetite  tliat  tiiey  in  a  minute  quite  forgot 
ail  thoughts  01  home,  or  of  their  countrymen,  or  of  ever  re- 
tunimg  bacl<  to  the  ships  to  gi\e  an  account  of  what  sort  of 
inhabitaius  dwelt  tiieie,  but  tliey  would  needs  stay  and  Uvfi 
ii.ore  amoug  them,  and  eat  of  that  precious  food  forever:  and 
ui.en  Uiysses  sent  other  ol  Lis  men  to  look  for  them,  aid  to 
i.....|,^  theni  back  by  force,  they  strove,  and  wept,  and  would 
.ut  leave  thcar  food  lor  heaven  itself,  so  much  the  pleasure  of 
Lliat  enchanting  iruit  had   bewitched    them.     But    Ulvsses 
<'aused  them  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  cast  under  the 
natches;  and  set  sail  with  all  possible  speed  from  that  bane- 
nil  coast,  IcsL  others  after  tliem  might  taste  the  lotos,  which 
lui.l  sue,  strange  qualities  to  make  men  forget  theiJ  native 
•  ountry  and  the  thoughts  of  home. 

Coasting  on  all  that  night  by  unlmown  and  out-of-the- 
way  shores,  they  came  by  daybreaJc  to  the  land  where  the 
(.yclops  dwell  a  .^rt  of  giant  sliepherds  that  neither  sow  nor 
plougli  but  the  earth  untilled  produces  for  them  rich  wheat 
and  barley  and  grapes;  yet  they  have  neither  bread  nor  wine 
nor  know  the  arts  of  cultivation,  nor  care  to  know  thii^' 
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they  live  etuih  man  to  himself,  without  laws  or  trovemment,  or 
nnvthing  like  a  state  or  kingdom ;  but  their  dwellinj^s  are  in 
caves,  on  the  steep  ]  cads  of  mounlains;  every  man's  household 
governed  by  his  own  eaprice,  or  not  governed  at  all ;  their 
wives  and  children  as  lawless  a«  themselves,  none  caring  for 
others,  but  each  doincr  as  he  or  she  thinks  good.  Ships  or 
boats  they  have  none,  nor  artifirors  to  make  them,  no  trade  or 
commerce,  or  wish  to  visit  otluT  shores;  yet  thev  have  conve- 
nient places  for  harbors  and  for  shipping.  Here  Ulysses  with 
a  chosen  partv  of  twelve  followers  landed,  to  explore  what 
sort  of  men  dwelt  there,  whether  hospita,ble  and  friendlv  to 
strangers,  or  altogether  wild  and  savage,  for  as  yet  no  dwellers 
appeared  in  sight. 

The  first  sisrht  of  habitation  which  thev  came  to  was    a 
giant's  cave  nidely  fashioned,  but  of  a  size  which  betokened 
the  vast  proportions  of  it.«  owner;  the  pillars  which  supported 
il  being  the  bodies  of  huge  onks  or  pines,  in  the  natural  state 
nf  the  tree,  and  all  about  showed  more  marks  of  strength  than 
skill  in  whoever  built  it.     Tlvsseg.  entering  in,  admired  thf 
«avage  contrivances  and  artless  structure  of  the  place,  and 
longed  to  see  the  tenant  of  so  outlandish  a  mansion;  but  well 
conjecturing  that  gifts  would  have  more   avail    in  extractinir 
courtesy  than  stnmgth  would  succeed  in  forcine  it.  from  such 
a  one  as  he  expect/^d  to  find  the  inhabitant,  he  r(«solvod  to  flnt- 
ter  his  hospitalitv  with  a  present  of  Creek  wine,  of  which  he 
had  store  in  twelve  great  vessels,  so  stroncr  that  no  one  ever 
drank  it  without  an  infusion  of  twenty  parts  of  water  to  one 
of  wine,  yet  the  fragrance  of  it  was  oven  then  so  delicious 
that  it  would  have  vexed  a  man  who  smelled  it  to  abstain  from 
ta.sting  it:  but  whoever  ta.sted  it.  it  wa.s  able  to  raise  his  cour- 
r.?c  to  the  hei-rht  of  Imroic  deeds.     Takiiiir  with  them  a  goat- 
skin flagon  full  of  this  precious  liquor,  thev  veTihirerl  into  tho 
recesses  of  the  cave.     Here  they  pleased  themselves  a  whol^ 
dav  with  beholding  the  giant's  kitchen,  where  the  flesh  of 
sheep  and  goats  lav  strewed;  his  dnin-.  where  (^o;tt-milk  stood 
Tanged  in  trouThs  and  pails;  his  pons,  where  he  kept  his  live 
animals;  but  those  he  had  driven  forth  to  pasture  with  him 
w  hen  he  went  out  in  the  morning.     While  thev  were  feasting 
their  eves  with  a  sight  of  these  curiosities,  their  ears  were 
suddenly  deafened  with  a  noise  like  the  falling  of  a  house. 
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Tl  wiis  the  owner  of  the  cave,  who  had  been  abroad  all  day 
feedina:  his  flock,  as  his  custom  was,  in  the  mountains,  and 
now  drove  them  home  in  the  evening  from  pasture.  He 
tlirew  down  a  pile  of  fire^wood.  which  he  had  been  gathering 
flffainst  snpper-tinie,  before  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  which  occa^ 
sioned  the  crash  they  heard.  The  Grecians  hid  themselves  in 
tlie  remote  parts  of  tho  cave  at  si^jht  of  the  uncouth  monster. 
II;  was  Polyphemus,  the  largest  and  savagest  of  the  Cyclops, 
who  boasted  himself  to  be  the  son  of  Neptune.  He  looked 
niore  like  a  mountain  crag  than  a  man.  and  to  his  brutal  body 
ho  had  a  brutisli  niiiid  answerable.  He  drove  his  flock,  all 
that  gave  milk,  to  the  interior  of  the  cave,  but  left  the  rams 
and  the  hc-goat«  wit^^out.  Then,  taking  up  a  stone  so  massy 
that  twenty  oxen  could  not  have  drawn  it,  he  placed  it  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  to  defend  the  entrance,  and  sat  him  down 
to  milk  his  ewes  and  his  goats;  which  done,  he  lastlv  kindled 
a  fire,  and  throwing  his  great  eye  round  the  cave  (for  the 
Cyclops  have  no  more  than  one  eye.  and  that  placed  in  the 
midst  of  thoir  forehead),  by  the  glimmering  light  he  dis- 
cornod  some  of  Ulysses's  men. 

"Ho!  fnieBt«!,  what  are  you?  Merchant's  or  wanderin? 
tbiovps?"  be  bellowed  out  in  a  voice  which  took  from  them 
all  power  of  replv,  it  was  so  astounding. 

Onlv  TTlvsses  summoned  re.solution  to  answer,  that  they 
caino  neither  for  plunder  nor  traffic,  but  were  Grecians  who 
bad  lost  tlieir  wav.  returning  from  Trov;  which  famous  city, 
imdor  the  conduct  of  Agamemnon,  the  renowned  son  of 
AtreiiP.  tbev  had  sackefl.  nnd  laid  level  with  the  ground.  Yf>t 
now  tbev  prostrated  themselves  humbly  before  his  feet  vhom 
tbev  arlcnowled^ed  to  be  mightier  than  tbev,  and  besougbt  him 
tint  be  would  bastow  the  rites  of  hospitality  upon  them,  for 
that  .Tove  was  the  aveTT^er  of  wrnn<rs  done  to  strangers,  and 
wonVl  flercelv  recent  anv  injurv  which  tbev  might  suffer. 

''  Fool !"  said  the  Cvolop.  "  to  come  so  far  to  preach  to  me 
t^c  fonr  nf  the  gods.  We  Cyclops  care  not  for  your  Jove, 
whom  von  fable  to  be  nursed  bv  a  goat,  nor  anv  of  vour  blessed 
ones.  We  nre  stronger  than  tbev.  and  dn^e  bid  open  battle  to 
•Tore  ln'm=elf .  tbousrh  vou  and  all  vour  fellows  of  the  earth  join 
with  him."    And  he  bade  them  tell  hira  where  their  ship  wu 
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in  which  they  came,  aud  whether  they  liad  any  companions. 
But  Ulysses,  with  a  wise  caution,  made  auswur  that  they  had 
uo  ship  or  companions,  but  were  unfortunate  men,  whom  the 
sea,  splitting  tiieir  ships  in  pieces,  iiad  dashed  upon  liis  coast, 
and  they  alone  had  escaped.  He  replied  nothing,  but  grip- 
ping two  of  the  earest  of  them,  as  if  they  hud  been  no  more 
than  children,  ho  dashed  their  brains  out  against  the  earth, 
and,  shocking  to  relate,  tore  in  pieces  their  limbs,  and  de- 
voured them,  yet  warm  aud  tiembling,  making  a  lion's  meal 
of  them,  lapping  the  blood;  for  the  Cyclops  are  man-eaters, 
aud  esteem  human  Uesh  to  be  a  delicacy,  far  above  goat's  or 
kid's;  though  by  reason  of  their  abhorred  customs  few  men 
approach  their  coast,  except  some  stragglers,  or  now  and  then 
a  shipwrecked  mariner.  At  a  sight  so  horrid,  Ulysses  and  his 
men  were  like  distracted  people.  He,  when  he  had  made  an 
eud  of  his  wicked  sup^xir,  drained  a  draught  of  goat's  milk 
down  his  prodigious  throat,  and  lay  down  and  slept  among  his 
goats.  Then  Ulysses  drew  his  sword,  and  half  resolved  to 
thrust  it  with  ail  his  miglit  in  at  the  bosom  of  the  sleeping 
monster;  but  wiser  thoughts  restrained  him,  else  they  had 
there  without  help  all  perished,  for  none  but  Polyphemus  him- 
self could  have  removed  that  mass  of  stone  which  he  had 
placed  to  guard  the  entrance.  So  they  were  constrained  to 
abide  all  that  night  in  fear. 

When  day  came,  the  Cyclop  awoke,  and  kindling  a  fire, 
made  his  breakfast  of  two  other  of  his  unfortunate  prisoners; 
then  milked  his  goats  as  hu  was  accustomed,  and  pushing  aside 
the  vast  stone,  and  shutting  it  again  when  he  had  done,  upon 
the  prisoners,  witli  as  nmch  ease  as  a  man  opens  and  shuts  a 
quiver's  lid,  he  let  out  liis  flock,  and  drove  tiiem  before  him 
with  whistlings  (as  sharp  as  winds  in  storms)  to  the  moun- 
tains. 

Then  Ulysses,  of  whose  strength  or  cunning  the  Cyclop 
seems  to  have  had  as  little  heed  as  of  an  infant'*,  being  left 
alone,  with  the  remnant  of  liis  men  which  the  Cyclop  had  not 
devoured,  gave  manifest  proof  how  far  manly  wisdom  excelt 
brutish  force.  He  chose  a  stake  from  among  the  wood  which 
the  Cyclop  had  piled  up  for  firing,  in  len^  and  thickness 
like  a  mast,  which  he  sharpened  and  hardened  in  the  fire* 
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and  selected  four  men,  and  instructed  them  what  they  should 
do  with  tJiis  atake,  and  made  tliem  perfect  in  their  parts. 

Wlieu  the  evening  was  come,  the  Cjclop  drove  home  his 
sheep;  and  as  fortune  directed  it,  either  of  purpose,  or  that 
his  menioiy  was  overruled  by  tlie  gods  to  his  hurt  (as  in  the 
issue  It  proved),  he  drove  the  males  of  his  flock,  contrary  to 
liis  custom,  along  with  the  dams  into  the  pens.    Then  shut- 
ting to  the  stone  of  tlie  cave,  lie  fell  to  his  horrible  supper. 
When  he  had  despatched  two  more  of  the  Grecians,  Ulysses 
waxed  bold  with  the  contemplation  of  his  project,  and  took 
a  bowl  of  Greek  wine,  and  merrily  dared  the  Cyclop  to  drink. 
*'  Cyclop,"  he  said,  "  take  a  bowl  of  wine  from  the  hand 
of  )X)ur  guest;  it  may  serve  to  digest  the  man's  flesh  that  you 
have  eaten,  and  show  what  drink  our  ship  held  before  it  went 
down.    All  I  ask  in  recompense,  if  you  find  it  good,  is  to  be 
dismissed  in  a  whole  skin.     Truly  you  must  look  to  have  few 
visitors,  if  you  observe  tliis  new  custom  of  eating  your  guests." 
The  brute  took  and  drank,  and  vehemently  enjoyed  the 
taste  of  wine,  wl.ich  was  new  to  him,  and  swilled  again  at  the 
ilagon,  and  entreated  for  more,  and  prayed  Ulysses  to  tell  him 
his  name,  that  he  might  bestow  a  gift  upon  the  man  who  had 
given  him  such  brave  liquor.    Tiie   Cyclops,   he   said,   had 
grapes,  but  this  rich  juice,  he  swore,  was  simply  divine.    Again 
Ijlysses  ].Iied  him  with  the  wine,  and  the  fool  drank  it  as  fast 
ns  he  poured  it  out,  and  again  he  asked  the  name  of  his  bene- 
fa*itor,  which  Ulysses,  ciimiingly  disscTn[)ling  said,  "  Mv  name 
IS  Noinan :  my  kindred  and  friends  in  my  own  country  call  me 
\  oinan."    "  Then.''  said  the  Cyclop,  "  this  is  the  kindness  I 
will  sliow  tliee,  Noinan:  I  will  eat  thee  last  of  all  thy  friends  ' 
lie  liarl  scarce  expressed  his  savage  kindness,  when  th$  fumes 
:>f  the  strong  wine  overcame  him,  and  he  reeled  down  upon 
the  floor  and  sank  into  a  d«ad  sleep. 

Ulysses  watched  his  time,  while  the  monster  lay  insensible- 
and,  heartening  up  his  men,  they  placed  tlie  sharp  end  of  the 
stake  m  the  fire  till  it  was  heated  red-liot;  and  some  god  gave 
them  a  courage  beyond  that  which  they  were  used  to  have  and 
the  four  men  with  difficulty  bored  the  sharp  end  of  the  huge 
stoke,  winch  they  had  heated  red-hot,  right  into  the  eye  of  th« 
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drunken  cannibal ;  and  Ulysses  helped  to  thrust  it  in  with  all 
his  might  still  fiwther  and  further,  with  effort,  as  men  bore 
with  an  auger,  till  the  scalded  blood  pushed  out,  and  the  eye- 
ball smoked,  and  the  strings  of  the  eye  cracked  as  the  burn- 
ing rafter  broke  in  it,  and  the  eye  hissed  as  hot  iron  hisses 
when  it  is  plunged  into  water. 

lie,  waking,  roared  with  the  pain  so  loud  that  all  tb« 
Ccvvern  broke  into  claps  like  thunder.  They  tied,  and  dis- 
persed into  torn*,  rs.  He  plucked  the  burning  stake  from  his 
eye,  and  hurled  the  woK)d  inwdly  about  the  cave.  Then  he 
cried  out  with  a  mMjfhty  voice  for  his  breth  n  the  Cyclops, 
tliat  dwelt  hard  by  in  caverns  upon  hills,  1  ey,  hearing  five 
terrible  shout,  came  flocking  from  all  parts  to  inquire  what 
ailed  Polyphemus,  and  what  cause  he  had  for  making  such 
horrid  clamors  in  the  niglit-time  to  break  tlieir  sleeps;  if  his 
fright  proceeded  from  any  mortal;  if  strengtii  or  craft  had 
given  him  his  death-blow.  He  made  answer  from  within, 
that  Neman  had  hurt  him,  Neman  had  killed  him,  Neman 
was  witli  him  in  the  cave.  They  replied,  "  If  no  man  has 
hurt  thee,  and  no  man  is  with  tliee,  then  tliou  art  alone;  and 
the  evil  that  af^icts  thee  is  from  the  hand  of  heaven,  which 
none  can  resist  or  help."  So  they  left  him,  and  went  their 
way,  thinking  that  some  disease  troubled  him.  He,  blind, 
and  ready  to  split  with  the  anguish  of  the  pain,  went  groaning 
up  and  down  in  the  dark,  to  find  the  door-way;  which  when 
he  found,  he  removed  the  stone,  and  sat  in  the  threshold,  feel- 
ing if  he  could  lay  hold  on  any  man  going  out  with  the  sheep, 
which  (the  day  now  breaking)  were  beginning  to  issue  forth 
to  their  accustomed  pastures.  But  Ulysses,  whose  first  artifice 
in  giving  himself  that  ambiguous  name  had  succeeded  so  well 
with  the  Cyclop,  was  not  of  a  wit  so  gross  to  be  caught  by  that 
palpable  device.  But  casting  about  in  his  mind  ad  the  wt  ys 
which  he  could  contrive  for  escape  (no  less  than  all  their  liv/is 
depending  on  the  success),  at  last  he  thought  of  this  expe- 
dient. He  made  knots  of  the  osier  twigs  upon  which  the 
Cyclop  commonly  slept,  with  which  he  tied  the  fattest  and 
fleeciesl  jf  the  rams  together,  three  in  a  rank ;  and  under  the 
middle  ram  he  tied  a  man,  and  himself  last,  wrapping  himself 
fast  with  both  his  hands  in  the  rich  wool  of  one.  the  fairest 
of  the  flock. 
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And  now  the  cheep  began  to  isaue  forth  very  fast;  tho 
imiies  went  first,  tlie  feniaiec,  uniuilked,  stood  by,  bleating 
ami  requiring  the  hand  of  their  shepherd  in  vain  to  milk  them, 
their  full  bags  sore  with  being  unemptied,  but  he  much  sorer 
with  the  loss  of  sight.     Still,  as  the  males  pasied,  lie  felt  the 
hacks  of  those  Hei-cy  fools,  never  droaiiiiiig  that  dioy  carried 
hie  enemies   under  them;  so  they  p?us.«cd  on  till  the  last  ram 
came  loaded  with  his  wool  and  Ulysses  together.     He  stopped 
that  ram  and  felt  him,  and  had  his  hand  once  in  tlie  hair  of 
Ulvsses,  yet  knew  ii  not;  and  he  chid  the  ram  for  being  last, 
and  spoke  to  it  as  if  it  understood  him,  and  asked  it  whether 
It  did  not  wish  that  its  master  had  his  eye  again,  which  tha^ 
abominuble  Noniiin  with  his  execrable  rout  had  put  out,  when 
they  had  got  him  down  with  wine;  and  he  willed  the  ram  to 
tell  him  whereabouts  in  the  cave  his  enemy  lurked,  that  ho 
might  dci*«h  liis  brains  and  strew  them  about,  to  ease  hit  heart 
of  that  tornieiiting  revenge  which  rankled  in  it.     After  a  deal 
of  such  foolish  talk  to  the  beast,  he  lot  it  go. 

When  Ulysses  found  himself  free,  be  lot  go  his  hold,  and 
assisted  in  disengaging  his  friends.     The  rams  which  had 
befriended  them  they  carried  off  with  tliem  to  the  ships,  where 
their  companions  with  tears  in  their  eves  received  them,  as 
men  escaped  from  death.     They  plied  tlieix  oars,  and  set  their 
sails,  and  when  they  wore  got  as  far  off  from  shore  as  a  voice 
could  reach,  Ulysses  cried  out  to  the  Cyclop:     "  Cyclop,  thou 
shouldst  not  have  so  much  abused  thy  monstrous  strength  as 
to  devour  thy  guests.     Jove  by  my  hand  sends  thee  requital 
to  pay  tliy  savage  humanit-."     The  Cyclop  heard,  and  came 
forth  enraged,  and  in  his  anger  he  i)luckod  a  fragment  of  a 
rock,  and  throw  it  with  blind  fury  at  tho  ships.     It  narrowly 
escaped  lig'nti'  r  upon  the  bark  in  which  Ulvsses  sat,  but  with 
the  fall  it  raised  so  fierce  an  ebb  as  bore  back  tlie  ship  till  it 
almost  touched  the  shore.     «  Cyclop,"  said  Ulvsses,  "  if  any 
ask  thee  who  imposed  on  thee  that  unsightlv  blemish  in  thine 
eye,  say  it  was  Ulysses,  son  of  Laertes :  the  king  of  Ithaca  am  I 
called    the  waster  of  cities."    Then  they  crowded  sail,  and 
beat  the  old  sea,  and  forth  they  went  with  a  forward  gale;  sad 
for  fore-past  losses,  yet  glad  to  have  escaped  at  any  rate;  till 
they  came  to  the  isle  where  ^olus  reigned,  who  is  god  of  the 
winds. 
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Here    Ulysses   and    men    were   courteously    r(xvivod    by 
the  monarch,  who  showed  him  his  twelve  children  which  have 
rule  over  the  twelve  winds.     A  niontli  they  stayed  and  feasted 
with  him,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  he  dismisiied  them 
with  many  presents,  and  pruve  to  Ulysses  ut   partinj;   an  ny'^ 
hide,  in  which  were  enclosed  all  the  wind? :  only  ne  left  abroad 
the  western  wind,  to  play  upon  their  sails  and  waft  Inem 
gently  homo  to  Ithaca.     This  ba;r,  bound  in  a  glittering  silver 
band  so  close  that  no  breath  could  escape,  Ulysses  hung  up  at 
the  mast.     His  companions  did  not  know  its  contents,  but 
guessed  that  the  monarch  had  given  to  him  some  treasures  of 
or  silver. 
Nine  days  they  sailed  smoothly,  favored  by  the  western 
wind,  ajid  by  the  tenth  they  approached  so  nigh  <as  to  discern 
lights  kindled  on  the  shores  of  their  country  earth ;  when,  by 
ill-fortune.  Ulysses,  overcome  with  faii.'.nio  of   walchimr   the 
helm,  fell  asleep.     The  mariners  seized  tlie  opportunity,  and 
one  of  them  said  to  the  rest,  "  A  fine  time  has  tl   s  leader  of 
ours;  wherever  he  goes  he  is    ure  of  presents,  when  we  come 
away  empty-handed ;  and  s^e  what  king  ^^ilus  has  given  him, 
store  no  doubt  of  gold  and  silver."     A  word  was  enough  to 
those  coveteous  wretches,  wi.o  quick  as  thought  imtied    the 
bag.  and,  instead  of  gold,  out  rushed  with  mighty  noise  all 
th(>  winds.    Ulysses  with  the  noise  awoke,  and  saw  their  mis- 
talce  but  too  late:  for  the  ship  wa*  driving  with  all  the  winds 
back  far  from  Tthaca,  as  far  to  the  ishind  of  v^lus  from  which 
thev  had  parted,  in  one  hour  measuring  back  what  in  nine 
davs  they  had  scarcely  tracked,  and  in  sight  of  home  too!    Up 
he  flew  amazed,  anrl.  ravins,  doubted  whcthor  he  should  not 
fling  himself  into  the  sea  for  grief  of  his  bitter  disappoint- 
ment.    At  last  he  hid  himself  under  the  hatches  for  shame. 
And  scarce  could  he  he  prevailed  upon,  when  he  was  told  he 
was  arrived  again  in  the  harbor  of  kinj?  .^olus.  to  go  himself 
or  send  to  that  monarch  for  a  second  succor;  so  much  the  dis- 
grace of  havinT  \  isused  his  rov^l  bounty  (thousrh  it  was  the 
crime  of  his  followers,  and  not  his  own),  weighed  upon  him  ; 
and  when  at  last  he  went,  and  took  a  herald  with  him,  and 
eqme  where  the  god  sat  m  his  throne  feaiting  with  his  chil- 
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If Tiniri^  n«   thrust  in  among  them  at  their  meat,  hut 
«t  himRolf  down  like  one  nnworthv  in  the  threghold 

Tndijniation  seized  ^oIub  to  behold  him  in  that"  manner 
retnrnnd:  and  he  .aid.  "TJl.vs^s,  what  haa  hrouVt^u  bTk? 

nlrJ^  •  ??i  ^o"""^^*  "^^  ^*'^   '^^^^  .V""   a  Ifindv  pass, 

port  Ulysses  made  answer:  «My  men  have  done  this  ill 
^-rhef  to  me:  thev  did  it  while  T  slept."  "Wreteh!"  S^d 
.^oln.  «  avannt.  and  quit  our  shores !  it  fit.  not  4  to  oonv"y 
men  whom  t.he  grods  hate,  and  will  have  perish  '»  ^ 

Forth  they  sailed,  hut  with  far  different  hopes  than  when 
thov  Kft  the  .ame  harbor  the  first  time  with  all  the  winds 

o  wnft  t/"  -*^'  T*  ^^'"^  ""^^^^^  ^  T>lay  upon  their  ails 
to  wnft  t^Pm  ,n  gentle  murmurs  to  Ithaca.  Thev  were  now 
^■0  .port  of  overv  gale  that  blew,  and  despaired  of  ever  ^ng 
.  .  ^  ro  \  ow  thosP  r-ovotous  mariners  were  cured  of  their 
surfeit  [or  gold,  and  would  not  have  touched  it  if  H  had  lain 
in  ""<old  bonps  bofore  them. 

Sir  dav.  and  nightw  thev  drove  along,  and  on  iJie  seventh 
.Inv  thov  nut  into  Lamos.  a  port  of  th?  T^tr^^Ls      So 

nhioh  rode  at  nnchor.  safe  from  anv  storms,  all  but  the  sHp 
m  wh.rb  Tnv.sP«  was  embarked.  Fe  a^  if  nronhetiV  nf  fl^- 
mi.chanee  which  followed,  kept  still  witJTout  rhalVmlk! 

r  t"1  ^M  ^^'^  ^  "  '""'^  ^*  *^«  ^*"^'«  point  which  be 
climhpd  w,th  purpose  to  survev  the  country    Fe  saw  a  cit^ 

me  nor  oven  yoked,  nor  ajiv  si^m  of  agricultural  worC 
KaVinjT  oho,.e  of  two  men  he  sent  them  to' the  citv  to  exnlow 
rhnt  .o^  of  inhabtnnts  dwelt  there.  Fis  messenrers  had  n^ 
^one  far  before  thov  met  a  damsel,  of  atat.T™'^^rp«.sW 
human  who  wa^  coming  to  draw  waW  from  a  spriZ  Th^ 
nsked  her  who  dwelt  in  that  land.  She  made^  reply^S 
led  them  in  silence  to  her  father's  naJace  F-  «--  -  ^^'  v 
and  named  Antipbas       Fp  nr^d  ^«1T^-  7"*  *  monarch, 

AnhphM.    He  cm..  a„d  .n-fcHng  „p  ,„e  of  Ih,  two  mw' 
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made  as  if  he  would  devour  him.  The  other  fled.  Antiphat 
raised  a  mighty  shout,  and  instantly,  this  way  and  thai  mult!  • 
tudos  of  jfipantic  people  issued  out  at  the  ^ates,  and,  making 
for  the  harbor,  tore  up  hnge  pieces  of  the  rocks  and  flung 
them  at  the  ships  which  lay  there,  all  which  they  utterly 
overwhelmed  and  sank:  and  the  unfortunate  bodies  of  men 
which  floated,  and  which  the  sea  did  not  devour,  these  canni- 
halfl  thrust  through  with  harpoons,  like  fishes,  and  bore  them 
off  to  their  dire  feast.  Ulysses,  with  his  single  bark  that  had 
never  entered  the  harbor,  escaped ;  that  bark  which  was  now 
the  onlv  vessel  left  of  all  the  gallant  navy  that  had  set  sail 
with  him  from  Trov.  He  pushed  off  from  the  shore,  cheering 
the  sad  remnant  of  his  men  whom  horror  at  the  sight  of  their 
ponntrvnien's  fate  had  almost  turned  to  marble. 


CHAPTER   IT. 


Tttk  HonsE  OF  Ctrce. — Men  THAWGEn  iwro  Beasts. — ^Thb 
VoTAOE  TO  Hell. — The  Banquet  of  the  Dead. 

On  went  the  single  sln'p  till  H  eame  to  the  Island  of  MtstL^ 
where  Oiree.  the  dreadful  dau?hter  of  the  Sun.  dwelt.  She 
was  doeplv  skilW  in  masrie.  a  hau<»htv  heautv.  and  had  hair 
like  the  Sun.  The  Sun  wrs  her  father,  and  Perse,  daughter 
to  Oeeanus.  her  mother. 

Horp  a  dispute  arose  am  on  or  TTIvsses's  men.  whieh  of  them 
should  ro  ashore  and  errplore  the  oountrv:  for  there  was  a 
neee?sitv  that  some  should  ffo  to  procure  water  and  provisions. 
their  stork  of  both  hoinsr  nierh  spent:  hut  their  h*»a.rf.s  faileid 
them  when  thev  called  to  mind  the  s^oclnnsr  fate  of  their  fel- 
lows whom  tlip  L^strygoniins  had  eaten,  and  those  which  the 
foul  Cvelop  PolvphemuR  had  f rushed  between  his  ■faws;  which 
moved  them  so  tenderlv  in  the  recoljection  that  fhey  wftpt. 
Rut  te^T=  nerer  vet  sur»r>lied  anv  man's  wante:  this  TTlrsses 
kupw  full  well,  and  rlividinsr  his  men  fall  that  were  leftV  into 
two  eorppanles.  n^  t^e  head  of  o^^e  of  which  was  himself,  and 
at  the  hfad  qf  the  other  Enrvlochus.  a  rpfln  of  tried  conrnfre. 
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he  cast  lots  whiVh  of  them  should  po  up  into  the  country;  and 
the  lot  fell  upon  Eiirvlochus  and  his  oonipany,  ivro  and  twenty 
in  number,  who  took  their  Ifave.  with  tears,  of  Ulysses  and  his 
men  that  staved,  whose  eves  wore  the  same  wet  badges  of  weak 
humanity;  for  thev  surely  thoujjht  never  to  8«  these  their 
companions  again,  but  that  on  every  coast  where  they  should 
come,  they  should  find  nothing  but  savages  and  cannibals. 

Eurylochus  nnd  his  [inrty  proceeded  up  the  country,  till  in 
a  dale  they  descried  the  house  of  Circe,  built  of  bright  stone, 
by  the  roadside.  Before  her  gate  lay  many  beasts,  as  wolves, 
lions,  leopards,  which.  l)y  her  art,  of  wild,  she  had  rendered 
tame.  These  arose  when  they  saw  strangers,  and  ramped 
upon  their  hinder  paws,  nnd  fawned  upon  Eurylochus  and  his 
men,  who  dreaded  the  effects  of  8uch  monstrous  kindness;  and 
staying  at  the  gate  they  heard  the  enchantress  within,  sitting 
at  her  loom,  singing  sueh  strains  as  suspended  all  mortal 
faculties,  while  she  wove  a  web.  subtile  and  glorious,  and  of 
texture  inimitable  on  earth,  as  all  "the  housewiferies  of  the 
deities  are.  Strains  so  ravisliingly  sweet  provoked  even  the 
sagest  and  prudente^t  heads  among  the  party  to  knock  and  call 
at  the  gate.  TTe  shining  gate  the  enchantress  opened,  and 
bade  them  come  in  and  feast.  They  unwise  followed,  all  but 
Eurylochus.  who  stayed  without  the  gate,  suspicious  that  some 
train  was  laid  for  them.  Being  entered,  she  placed  them  in 
chairs  of  state,  and  set  before  them  meal  and  honey  and 
Smyrna  wine,  but  mixed  with  baneful  drugs  of  powerful  en- 
chantment. Wl'cn  they  had  enten  of  these,  and  drunk  of  her 
cup,  she  touched  them  with  her  charming-rod,  and  straight 
they  were  transformed  into  swine,  having  the  bodies  of  swine, 
the  bristles  and  «nout  and  gninting  noise  of  that  animal ;  only 
they  still  retained  the  minds  of  men,  which  made  them  the 
more  to  lament  their  brutish  transforination.  Having  changed 
them,  she  shut  them  up  in  her  sty  with  many  more  whom  her 
wicked  sorceries  had  formerly  changed,  and  gave  them  swine's 
food — mast,  and  acorns,  and  chestnuts — to  eat. 

Eurylochus.  who  beheld  nothing  of  these  sad  changes  from 
where  he  was  stationed  without  the  gate,  only  instead  of  his 
companionfl  that  entered  (who  he  thought  had  all  vanished  by 
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witchcraft)  behelJ  a  herd  of  awiue,  hurried  back  to  the  thip,  to 
give  au  aei;ount  of  what  he  had  ueuu;  but  so  frighted  and  per- 
plexed, that  he  could  give  uo  distiuct  report  of  au^tliing;  ouly 
lie  remembered  a  palace,  and  a  woman  singing  at  her  work, 
and  gateii  guarded  by  iiona.  But  hiu  companions,  he  itaid, 
were  ail  vaniuhed. 

Then  Ulyise*,  suspecting  some  foul  witchcraft,  snatched 
I  is  Bword  and  his  bow,  and  couunanded  Eurylochus  instantly 
to  lead  him  to  the  place.  But  Eurylochus  feli  down,  and,  eiu- 
bruciug  his  kntea,  besought  him  by  tlie  name  of  a  man  whom 
the  gods  had  in  their  protection,  not  to  expose  his  safety,  and 
the  safety  of  them  all,  to  certain  destruction, 

"Do  you  then  say,  Eurylochus,"  answered  Ulysses;  "eat 
thou  and  drink  in  the  sliip  in  safety,  while  1  go  alone  upon 
this  adventure :  necessity,  from  whose  law  is  no  appeal,  com- 
pels me." 

80  saying,  he  quitted  the  ship  and  went  on  shore,  acco*.!- 
panied  by  none;  none  had  tlie  hardihood  to  olTcr  to  part-ike 
that  perilous  adventure  with  him,  so  much  tliey  dreaded  the 
euchantment  of  the  witch.  Singly  he  pursued  his  journey 
till  he  came  to  the  shining  gates  which  stood  before  her  man- 
sion ;  but  when  he  essayed  to  put  liis  foot  over  her  threshold, 
he  was  suddenly  stopped  by  the  apparition  of  a  pung  man, 
bearing  a  golden  rod  in  his  hand,  who  was  the  god  Mercury. 
He  held  Ulvsses  by  the  wrist,  to  stay  his  entrance;  and 
•'  Whither  wouldest  thou  go,"  he  said,  "  0  thou  most  erring 
of  the  sons  of  i.-3n  ?  Knowest  thou  not  thai  this  is  the  house 
of  great  Circe,  where  she  keeps  thy  friends  in  a  loathsome  sty, 
changed  from  the  fair  forms  of  men  into  the  detestable  and 
ugly  flhupes  of  swine?  Art  thou  prepared  to  share  tiieir  fate, 
from  which  notliing  can  ransom  thoe?"  But  neither  his 
words  nor  his  coming  from  heaven  could  stop  the  daring  foot 
of  Ulysses,  whom  compassion  for  the  misfortune  of  his  friends 
had  remdered  careless  of  danger:  which  when  the  god  per- 
ceived, he  had  pity  to  see  valor  so  misplaced,  and  gave  him  the 
flower  of  the  herb  moly,  which  is  sovereign  against  encliant- 
ments.  The  moly  is  a  small  unsightly  root  its  virtues  but 
little  known  and  in  low  estimation;  the  .epherd  treads 

on  it  every  day  with  his  clouted  shoe*;     ■     .;  bears  a  small 
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«rhite  flower,  which  is  medicinal  against  chamw,  blighte,  mil- 
dews and  damps.  "  Takelhis  in  thv  hand,"  said  Mercui^, 
'  F  .d  with  It  boldly  enter  her  gates ;  when  she  shall  strike  theo 
with  her  rod,  thiukiiig  to  change  thou,  as  she  has  changed  thy 
friends,  boldly  rush  in  upon  her  with  thy  sword,  and  e«tort 
from  her  the  dreadful  oath  of  the  gods  that  she  will  use  no 
enchantments  ap'iinst  thee;  then  force  her  to  restore  thy 
abused^ companions."  He  gave  Ulysses  the  little  white  flower, 
and,  instructing  him  how  to  use  it,  vanished. 

Wlien  the  god  wm  dcparte«l,  Ulysses  with  loud  knockinga 
beat  at  the  gate  of  tho  palace.    The  shining  gates  were  opened 
as  before,  and  great  Circe  with  hospitable  cljeer  invited  m  her 
guest.     She  placed  him  on  a  throne  with  more  distinction 
than  she  had  used  to  his  fellows,  she  mingled  wine  in  a'costly 
bowl,  and  he  drank  of  it,  mixed  with  those  poisonous  drugs 
When  he  had  drunk,  she  struck  him  with  her  charming-rod. 
and     To  your  sty !»  she  cried;  "  out,  swine !  mingle  with  your 
companions!"    But  those  powerful   words  were  not   proof 
against  the  preservative  which  Mercury  had  given  to  Ulysses  • 
he  remained  unchanged,  and.  as  the  god  had  directed  him! 
boldly  charged  tho  witch  with  his  sword,  as  if  he  meant  to  take 
her  life;  wh»jh  when  she  saw,  and  perceived  that  her  charms 
were  weak  against  the  antidote  which  Uh-sses  bore  about  him 
Phe  cried  out  and  bent  lier  knees  beneath  his  sword,,  embrac- 
ing his  and  said,  "  Who  or  what  manner  of  man  art  thou? 
Never  drank  any  man  before  tliee  of  this  cup  but  he  repented 
It  in  sonie  brute's  form.     Thy  sliape  remains  unaltered  as  thv 
niind.    Thou  canst  be  none  other  than  Ulysses,  renowned 
above  all  the  world  for  wisdom,  whom  the  Fates  have  long 
since  decreed  that  I  must  love.     This  haughty  bosom  bends 
to  tJiee.     0  Ithacan,  a  goddess  woos  thee." 

"0  Circe,"  he  replied,  "  how  canst  thou  treat  of  love  or 
marriage  with  one  whose  friends  thou  hast  turned  into  beasts? 
and  now  offerest  him  thy  hand  in  wedlock,  only  that  thou 
mightest  have  him  in  thy  power,  to  live  the  life  of  a  beast 
with  thee,  naked,  effeminate,  subject  to  thy  will,  nerhaps  «o 
be  advanced  in  time  to  the  honor  of  a  place* in  thy  sty.  What 
pleasure  canst  thou  promise  which  may  tempt  the  soul  of  a 
reasonable  man,— thy  me'  \,  spiced  with  poison;  or  thy  wjne^ 
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dnijrgpd  with  death?    Thou  must  swear  to  me  that  thou  wilt 
never  attfiiipt  again4  iric  (ho  tromons  wliich  thou  ha*<t  prac- 
tised ii|M.ii  my  Irt'ud-."     Tlio  (>nol;iiiilies-<.  won  hy  the  torr<»r 
of  Ills  threats,  or  by  the  violence  oflhut  new  love  which  ihe 
folt  kindling'  in  her  veins  for  him,  swore  by  Styx,  the  great 
oiith  of  tlif  >,'o(Ih.  that  >l:o  nicditatctl  no  injury  to  him.    Then 
Ulysses  uiiulo  show  of  gentler  fiiMtment,  which  gave  her  hopei 
of  inspijiiig  him  with  a  pnssion  ('(pial  to  that  which  she  felt. 
She  called  lior  haudmaius.  four  thi.t  served  her  in  chief,_  who 
wore  dauiditera  to  hof  silver  fountains,  to  hor  sacred  rivers, 
and  to  liei'  conb('c:alcd  woods,  t<t  deck  her    apartments,    to 
rtpnvid  rich  carpels,  and  set  out  her  silver  fcibles  with  dishes 
of  the  purest  gold,  and  meat  a.s  |treciou8  as  that  which  the 
^•ods  i"at   to  entertain  her  jjiKvt.     One  l»rou;,dit  water  to  wash 
hiri  f«-et ;  iind  on(~ltroii',dit  wiie  to  cliase  away,  with  a  refiesh- 
ing  sweeini'ss,  the  sorrows  tli:it  had  come  of  late  bO  thick  upon 
him,  and  hurt  his  noble  mind.     They  strewed  perfumes  on 
his  liciid;  and,  after  ho  had  bathed  in  a  bath  c'  the  choicest 
aromatics,  they  brought  him  rich  and  costly  apparel  to  put  on. 
Then  he  was  conducted  to  a  throne  of  massy  silver,  and  a 
regale,  (it  for  Jove  when  he  biUKiuets,  was  placwl  before  him. 
But  the  fe.;st  which  IJlys-^es  desired  was  t^»  s<  e  hirf  friends  (the 
partners  of  his  voyatie)  once  iin»re  in  the  shapes  of  n'.-.r,  and 
the  food  whicli  could  .uive  him  nourishment  must  be  taken  in 
at  his  eyes.     BcCiUii=(!  he  misse  I  tliis  sitrht.  he  snt  melancholy 
and  thoiiglitful,  and  would  tast^  of  none  of  the  rich  delicaciea 
placed  before  him.     Win- h    when    Cirrto    noted,    she    easily 
divined  the  cause  of  his  sadness,  ancl  leavin";  the  seat  in  which 
she  sat  tlironcd.  went  to  her  siy.  and  let  abroad  his  men,  who 
came  in  like  swme,  and  fdloil  the  ample  hall,  whore  UlyBsea 
sat,  with  grnnliiifrs.     Hardly  had  he  time  to  let  his  sad  eye 
run  over  their'altgred  forms  and  brutal  metamorphosis,  when, 
with  an  ointnient  which  she  smeired   over    them,    suddenly 
their  brisileslell  o^.  and  they  s-tarted  up  in  their  ovra  shapes, 
men  a-s  before.      They    knew  their  lead<'r  a^ain,   and   clung 
about  him,  v^'ilh  joy  nt  tl  eir  late  restoration,  and  some  shame 
for  their  late  change ;  and  wept  so  loud,  blubbering  out  their 
joy  in  broken  accents,  that  the  palace  was  filled  with  a  sound 
of  pleasing  mourmng ;  and  the  witch  herself,  great  Circe,  was 
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not  unmoxed  at  the  sight.  To  make  her  atonement  complete, 
she  sent  for  the  remnant  of  Ulysses's  men  who  stayed  behind 
at  the  ship,  giving  u]>  their  great  commander  for  lost:  who 
when  tJiey  came,  and  saw  him  again  alive,  circled  with  their 
fellows,  no  expression  can  tell  what  joy  they  felt;  they  even 
cried  out  with  rapture,  and  to  have  seen  their  frantic  expreg- 
eions  of  mirth  a  man  might  have  supposed  that  tliey  were  liist 
m  sight  of  their  country  earth,  the  cliffs  of  rocky  lu/aca. 
Unly  Lur3lochus  would  hai-dly  be  persuaded  to  enter  that 
palace  oi  wonders,  for  he  remembered  with  a  kind  oi  horror 
how  his  comi)anions  had  vanished  from  liis  sight. 

Tlien  great  Circe  spake,  and  gave  order  that  there  should 
be  no  more  sadness  among  them,  nor  remembering  of  past  iuf- 
fcrings.  For  as  yet  tliey  feared  like  men  that  are  exiles  from 
their  country;  and  if  a  gleam  of  mirth  shot  among  them  it 
was  siuldenly  quenched  with  the  thought  of  their  helpless  and 
homeless  condition.  Her  kind  persuasions  wrought  upon 
L  lysses  and  the  rest,  that  they  spent  twelve  month*  in  all  man- 
ner of  deh-ht  with  her  in  her  palace.  For  Circe  was  a 
powerliil  magician,  and  could  command  tlie  moon  from  her 
i^phcre,  or  unroot  the  solid  oak  from  its  place  to  make  it  dance 
for  tlieir  diversion ;  and  by  the  help  of  her  illusions  she  could 
vary  tlie  taste  (.f  ple;usures,  and  contrive  delights,  recreations 
and  jolly  pastimes,  to  '*  fetch  tlie  day  about  from  sun  to  sun' 
and  rock  the  tedious  year  as  in  a  delightful  dream."  ' 

At  length  Ul3'sses  awoke  from  the  trance  of  the  faculties 
into  whicii  her  charms  had  thrown  him,  and  the  thought  of 
home  returned  with  tenfold  vigor  to  goad  and  sting  him- 
that  liome  where  ho  had  loft  his  virtuous  wife  Penelope    and 
us  voung  son  Telomaehus.     One  da?  when  Circe  had  been 
lavish  of  Iter  caressoa,  and  was  in  her  kindest  humor,  he  moved 
to  her  subtly,  and  as  it  wore  afar  off,  the  question  of  his  home- 
return;  to  which  she  answered  firmly,  "  0  Ulysses,  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  dcfain  ono  whom    the  gods   have   destined   to 
further  tiials.     But  leaving  me,  before  you  pursue  your  jour- 
ney homo  vv^u  tmist  visit  the  house  of  Hades,  or  Death,  to  con- 
sult the  shade  of  I  iresias,  the  Thoban  prophet;  to  whom  alone, 
of  all  the  .lead,  Proserpine,  queen  of  hell,  has  committed  the 
secret  of  future  events :  it  ir  he  that  jiust  inform  you  whether 
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vou  shall  ever  see  again  your  wife  and  country.         0  Circe, 
he  cried,  « that  is  impossible:   who  shall   steer  my  course  to 
riuto's  kingdom?     Nevi9  ship  had  strongth  to  make  that 
voyage."    «  Seek  no  guide,"  she  replied ;  "  but  raise  you  your 
mast;  and  hoist  vour  white  sails,  nrd  sit  in  your  ship  m  peace : 
the  north  wind  shall  waft  you  through  the  seas,  till  you  shall 
crass  the  expanse  of  the  ocean  and  come  to  v  here  grow  tho  pop- 
lar groves  an  J  willows  pale  of  Proserpine:  whore  Pyriphlege- 
thon  and  Cocytus  and  Acheron  min_-le  their  waves.     Cocytus 
is  an  arm  of  Stvx,  the  forgotful  rivOT-.      TTere  dig  a  pit.  and 
make  it  a  cubit  broad  and  a  ciiljit  long ;  and  pour  m  milk  and 
honey  and  wine,  and  the  blood  of  a  ram,  and  the  blood  of  a 
black  ewe;  and  turn  away  thy  face  while  thou  poajest  in   and 
the  dead  shall  come  flocking  to  tnste  the  milk  and  the  blood : 
but  suffer  none  to  approach  thy  offering  till^thou  hast  inquired 
of  Tiresias  all  which  thou  wishest  to  know."        ,    ,  ,  .  , 

He  did  as  great  Circe  had  appointed.  He  raised  bis  mnst, 
and  hoists  hLs  white  sails,  and  sat  in  his  ship  m  ponce.  I  he 
north  wind  wafted  him  through  the  sens  till  he  crossed  the 
ooean,  and  came  to  the  sacred  woods  of  Proserpine.  He  Ftood 
at  the  confluence  of  the  three  floods,  and  disrgod  a  pit.  as  she 
liad  ffiven  directions,  and  poured  in  his  offering,— the  blood 
of  a'  ram,  and 'the  blood  of  a  black  ewe,  milk  and  honov 
and  wine;  and  the  dead  came  to  his  banquet -aged 
men,  and  women,  and  youths,  and  children  who  died 
infancv       But    none    of    them     would     he    suffer    to 
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approach  and  dip  their  thin  lips  in  the  offering,  till  Tiresias 
was  Served,— not  though  his  ovm  mother  was  among  the  num- 
ber, whom  now  for  the  first  time  he  knew  to  be  dead ;  for  he 
had  left  her  living  when  he  went  to  Troy;  and  she  had  died 
lince  his  departure,  and  the    tidings  never    reacbe.1   him. 
Though  it  irkwl  his  soul  to  use  conHramt  upon  her,  j'Ct.  m 
compliance  with  the  iniunction  of  great  Circe,  he  forced  her 
to  retire  along  with  the  other  ghosts.      Then  Tiresias.   who 
bore  a  golden  sceptre,  came  and  lapped  of  the  offering:  and 
immediatelv  he  knew  Ulysses,   and   began    to   V^<^vh^l'-   ^'^ 
flmonnredwoe  to  Ulysi^es.-woe  wo^  and  many  ««/r;"J^';- 
thrmqh  the  anger  of  Neptune  for  the  pnUm-ont  of  the  eye 
of  the  sea-god's  son.    Yet  thsre  was  safety  after  suffering,  if 
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they  covld  ahfttnin  from  ulnriqhterinn  tkfi  oxen  nf  /»«  9««  «/<-- 

This  prophecy,  amhiqioiislv  delivero.1.  was  all  thaf  TirPQi«. 
;ras  empowerod  to  unfold,  or  p]<=e  t^Pre  w^s  no  fn^^n/  r'^^'j^" 
him :  for  now  the  souls  of  the  other  dead    ^me  ioS  ^^1 
numhors.  tumidlnoiislv  demnnrlino-  the  hlood  Tw  f™^ 
horror  .ei.ed  the  limhs  of  tT.  livin<r  m^-s-eT  to  ^^ 

u'ho  horo  two  like  sons  to  .Jove   Amn  ?on  «n^  7!!^   '  .  "^'^^®' 
the  enrth.  hnnnted  hv  the  dreadful  Fur-ie.      T^.^f         ?  7^ 
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the  Fates  denied ;  tlierefoie  Pollux  was  permitted  to  divide  his 
lumiqrtality  witli  his  brotlicr  Caa.or,  dying  and  living  alteg*- 
nately.  There  was  Ipliimedeia,  who  bore  two  sons  to  Neptune 
that  were  giants,  Ottis  and  Ephialtes:  Eaith  in  her  prodi- 
gality never  nourished  bocJies  tu  such  portentious  size  and 
beauty  as  those  two  children  were  of,  except  Orion.  At  nine 
3<'aiB  olil  tlicy  had  imaginations  of  climbing  to  heaven  to  see 
what  tliC  gods  were  djiug;  they  thought  to  make  stairs  of 
uiountains,  and  we.e  for  piling  Osi^a  upon  Oljmpus,  and  set- 
ting IVlinn  upon  that ;  and  had  pcrliaps  performed  it,  if  they 
had  livC'J  till  they  were  stripUngs;  but  they  "were  cut  off  by 
ilt'atii  in  l!  e  infancy  of  their  ambitious  project.  Phasdra  was 
there,  r.nd  Procris.  and  Ariadne,  niournful  for  Theseus's  ^g" 
seiiion,  and  Mara,  and  Clyniene,  and  Erypliile,  who  preferred 
gold  before  wedlock  faith. 

But  now  carne  a  mournful  ghost,  tliat  late  was  Agamem- 
I'.oii,  s  11  (  f  At:eu?,  the  niiglity  leader  of  all  the  host  of  Greece 
iind  thf'ir  confederae  kings  th.it  warred  against  Troy.  He 
came  with  tlio  rest  to  sip  a  little  of  tl.c  blood  at  that  uncom- 
fortable b:m(iuet.  Ulypses  was  moved  with  compassion  to  see 
jtim  among  them,  and  asked  him  what  untjmely  fate  had 
broiiglit  him  the"e ;  if  stoitns  had  overwhelmed  him  coming 
from  Troy,  or  if  he  had  pori?:'hed  in  some  muliny,  ''j  his  own 
soldier*  at  a  divij^ion  of  the  proy. 

"  [5y  !  ;in  nf  jho  o/'  he  loplied,  "  did  T  '-•omo  to  my  death ; 
but  slain  at  a  biimiuei  to  whioh  f  was  invited  by  TEgisthus  after 
my  return  homo.  ITo  conspiring  with  my  adulterous  wiie, 
they  laid  n  ^e!leme  for  my  destruction,  training  me  forth  to  a 
banquet  as  an  ox  goes  to  the  shiijghter;  and,  there  surrojyLnding 
me,  they  slew  me  with  all  my  friends  about  me. 

"  Clytenmestra.  my  wieked  wife,  forgetting  the  vows  which 
she  swore  to  me  in  v.edlnck.  wndd  not  lend  a  hand  to  close  my 
eyea  in  death.  Uut  nothing  is  so  he.iped  with  impieties  as 
such  a  woman,  who  would  kill  her  spouse  that  married  her  a 
iMJiid.  When  1  brouglit  her  home  to  my  house  a  bride,  I 
iioped  in  my  heart  tl  at  she  would  be  loving  io  me  and  to  my 
ehildicn.  ISfow  her  bla.-k  treaciierins  have  cast  a  foul  asper- 
sion on  I'.er  whole  sex.  Blessed  husbands  will  have  their  lay- 
ing wives  in  suspicion  for  her  bad  deeds.** 
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"  Alaa !  said  Ulysses,  "  Uiere  seems  to  be  a  fatality  in  your 
lu^ al  liousic  ol  xiLreus,  aud  tliat  they  are  liated  of  Jove  for  their 
wives.  I'ur  lieien's  sake,  your  brother  Aieiieiaus's  wife,  what 
jjiultitudes  fell  in  the  wai-s  of  Troy  I" 

Agaiuciiiiiun  replied,  "  i'ui  uus  cause  be  not  thou  more 
Kind  luan  wise  to  any  womau.  Let  not  thy  words  express  to 
Jier  at  any  tuue  all  uiat  is  in  thy  mind,  keep  still  some  secrets 
Lu  tliy&cii.  liut  tliou  by  any  bloody  contrivances  of  thy  wile 
never  neeaat  leai'  to  fall.  J^ixceeding  wise" she  is,  and  to  her 
wisdom  sue  has  a  goodness  as  eminent;  Icaiius's  daughter, 
reuelupe  Uie  eiiaste :  we  lelt  her  a  y^ung  bride  when  we  piui'teil 
liom  uur  v\ives  to  gu  to  tiie  wars,  her  hrst  child  at  her  breast, 
tlie  young  'i'eiemaeiius,  wliom  you  shall  see  grown  up  to  mjja- 
iiooa  on  your  return,  and  he  snail  greet  his  father  with  beht- 
t  ^  Vtuleoines.  ily  Urestes,  luy  dear  son,  1  shall  never'see 
o^iun.  Ills  mother  has  deprived  his  father  of  the  sight  ot 
him,  and  perhaps  will  slay  iuiiT  as  she  slew  liis  sire.  liut  what 
bays  lame.''  Is  my  son  yet  alive r  Lives  he  in  Urchomen,  or 
in  i'ylus,  or  is  lie  resident  in  fcparta,  in  his  uncle's  court  i*  As 
yet,  1  see,  Uivine  Orestes  is  not  here  with  me." 

I'o  tills  Ulysses  replied  tliat  he  had  reeenod  no  certain 
tidings  where  Urestes  aoode,  only  some  uiiyertain  rumors 
wiucu  he  could  not  repoit  lor  truth. 

U  hile  they  held  this  sad  conl'erenoe,  with  kind  teai-s  striv- 
ing lo  lenuer  unkind  fortunes  more  palatable,  the  soul  ol  great 
Aciuiles  joinea  theni.  '•  What  uesperate  adveutui-e  has 
biougut  Ul^saea  to  these  i-egioubi'"  said'Achilles;  "to  see  tlie 
end  ol  dead  men,  and  tli-  'ir  loolish  siiades  i'" 

Llysoes  auawered  him  that  he  had  come  to  consult  Tiresias 
icdpeaing  his  voyage  home.  *•  ±}ut  thou,  U  son  "of  Thetis, ' 
sanl  Jie,  '•  wny  dost  thou  uisparage  tlie  state  of  tlie  dead  i*  see- 
uig  tiiat  as  alive  thou  didsL  surpass  all  men  in  glory,  tliou  must 
needs  retain  Uiy  pre-emiULnec  lie  re  below :  so  great  Aclullea 
triiyiiphs  over  ueatli." 

liut  Achillea  made  reply  tliat  he  had  much  rather  be  « 
pcoiiant-slave  upon  tlie  earui  than  reign  ovei-  all  the  dead.  Wo 
much  did  tlie  inactivity  and  slothful  condition  of  that  state 
displease  his  unquenchable  and  restless  spirit     Only  he  in- 
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qnired  of  TJlvsaes  if  his  father  Poleua  were  livin-,  and  how  his 
8on  Neoptolemus  connoted  himsolf.  ,    ,    ,  ^      l 

Of  Peleus  TTlvssea  onuld  tell  him  nothing:  Imt  of  ^o..l)tn- 
lemufi  ho  thus  hore  witness :     "  From  Soyros  T  conxovorl  vonr 
son  bv  soa  to  the  Hroeks :  whcro  T  can  .peak  of  Inm.  for  T  know 
him  ■  He  was  chief  in  connoil.  and  in  the  fiehl.     When  anv 
question  was  proposoH.  so  qnick  wns  his  eonee.t  m  the  forward 
npprohension  of  anv  ease,  that  he  ever  spoke  first    and  was 
heard  with  more  attention  than  the  ohier  heads.     Onlv  m^'se^f 
and  ajred  Nestor  eouhl  comijaTe  with  him  in  giving;  adviee 
In  bittle  T  cannot  speak  his  praise,  unless  T  conhl  count  all 
that  fell  bv  his  sword.     T  will  only  mention  one  instanee  of 
his  manhood.     When  we  sat  hid  in  the  bellv  of  the  wooden 
horse,  in  the  ambush  which  deceived  the  Tro^nns  to  their  de- 
«trnetion,  I.  who  had  the  management  of  that  strntn rem   still 
hifted  mv  place  from  side  to  side  to  note  the  hohav.or  of  onr 
men      Tn  some  I  marked  their  henrts  tremhlm-.  through  all 
the  pains  which  thev  took  to  appear  valj^nt:  and  in  others 
tears,  that  in  spite  of  manlv  courage  would  gush  fo'•t,^     And 
to  sav  truth,  it  wa,s  an  adventure  of  high  ento^prse    nnd  afl 
perilous  a  stake  as  wa«  ever  placed  in  war  s  gamo.     T.rit  in  him 
T  cmild  not  observe  the  least  sign  of  weakne«'= ;  no  tears  nor 
tremblings,  but'tiis  hand  still  on  his  good  sword,  nnd  ever  targ- 
incr  me  to  set  open  the  mnchine  and  let  us  out  before  the  timn 
wns  come  for  doing  it;  and  when  we  p.Hied  out  he  wns  ?till 
flrst  in  that  fierce  destrurtion  and  blon.~    midni-ht  desolation 
of  king  "Priam's  city."  . 

This  made  the  soul  of  Achilles  to  ti  .  a  sMift.^r  P-^ne  vith 
high-raisod  feet,  a«  he  vanished  nwav.  for  the  jov  which  he 
took  in  his  son  beimr  applauded  bv  Tnvs>os. 

A  sad  shade  stalked  bv.  which  TTlvsses  knew  to  ho  l>^e  ""ost 
of  AiaT  his  opponent,  when  livinir.  in  that  famous  dispute 
about  the  ri^ht  ol  sueeeedimr  to  the  arms  of  the  doecn«ed 
Achilles.  Thev  being  adjudged  bv  the  Oreeks  to  T ;^vc«o^.  .s 
the  prize  of  wisdom  abovo  bodily  strencrth.  tho  uohio  \inv  ,ti 
despite  went  mad,  and  slew  himself.  The  sic^ht  of  his  rival 
tunTed  to  ^hade  bv  his  disuiitc  so  subiliied  the  p^.smn  of 
enndatie  (Jlvsses  that  for  his  s^tke  he  wished  thnt  judg- 

ment in  contEOvcTiv   bad  been    givpn    against   himwlf. 
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rather  thnn  so  illustrious  a  chief  ihould  have  pemhed  for  the 
desire  of  those  armswhich  liis  prowess  (second  only  to  Achilles 
in  fight)  80  eminently  had  deserved.  "  Ajix,"  lie  c  >d,  "all 
the  Qreeks  mourn  for  thee  as  mudi  as  tlicv  lamented  for 
Achilles.  Let  not  tliy  wratli  burn  forever,  irfont  pon  of  Tola- 
mon.  Ulysses  socks  peace  with  thee,  and  will  makf  anv  atone- 
ment to  thee  that  can  appease  thy  hint  F]»irit."  Rut  the  shade 
stalked  on,  and  would  not  exch'aniro  a  word  with  Ulysses, 
though  he  prayed  it  with  many  t'ear^  and  Tii.inv  earnrst  r litrea- 
tias.  "He  mi^ht  have  spoken  to  imp,"  snid  Ulvsses,  "since  T 
spoke  to  him;  but  I  see  the  resentinenti^  f.f  th(Mlead'  are  eter- 
nal/' 

Then  Ulysses  saw  a  throne  on  which  was  placed  a  judge 
distributing  sentence.  He  that  sat  on  the  throne  was  Minos, 
and  he  was  dealing  out  just  judgments  to  the  dead.  He  it  is 
that  assigns  them  their  place  in  b!i'  s  or  woe. 

Then  came  by  a  thundering  ghost,  the  large-limbed  Orion, 
the  mighty  hunter,  who  was  hunting  there  the  ghosts  of  the 
bea,sts  which  he  had  slqjightered  in  desert  hills  upon  the  earth. 
For  the  dead  deliirht  in  the  occupations  which  pleased  them  in 
the  time  of  their  living  upon  the  earth. 

There  was  Tityus  suffering  eternal  pnins  because  he  had 
sought  to  bring  dishonor  to  Latona,  ns  she  pas-ed  from  Pytho 
into  Panopeus.  Two  vultures  sat  perpetuallv  preying  upon 
his  liver  with  thoii  crookeH  beaks;  which" as  fast  as  they  c[g- 
voured.  is  forever  renewed ;  nor  can  he  frav  them  away  with 
his  great  hands. 

There  was  Tanfalus,  plagued  for  his  gront  sins,  standing 
up  to  the  chin  in  wnter.  Avhich  he  can  never  ta.sfo.  but  still  as  he 
bows  his  head,  thinking  to  quench  hU  burning  thirst,  instead 
of  water  he  licks  up  unsayory  dust.  All  fruits  plp^sant  to  the 
sight,  and  of  deljcious  flavor,  hang  in  ripe  clusjers  about  his 
head,  seeming  as  though  they  oflfered  themcelvos  to  be  plucked 
by  him ;  but  when  he  reaches  out  his  hand,  some  wind  carries 
thpm  far  out  of  his  sight  into  the  clouds :  so  he  is  starved  in 
the  midst  of  plenty  by  the  righteous  doom  of  Jove,  in  memory 
of  that  inhujuan  banquet  at  which  the  sun  turned  pale,  when 
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the  unnatural  father  aervecl  up  the  limbs  of  hi*  little  bv  ;  in  i 
dish,  as  "meat  for  his  divine  giiests.  , .    ,  .  rr- 

There  was  Sisyphus,  that  sees  no  end  to  his  labors.  His 
punisbment  is,  to  be  forever  rolling  up  a  vast  stone  to  the  top 
of  a  mountain ;  which,  when  it  gets  to  the  top,  falls  down  with 
a  crushing  weight,  and  all  his  work  is  to  be  begun  again.  He 
was  bathed  all  over  in  sweat,  that  reeked  out  a  smoke  which 
covered  his  head  like  a  mist.  His  crime  had  been  the  reveal- 
ing of  state  secrets. 

There  Ulysses  saw  Hercules— not  that  Hercules  who  enioys 
immortal  life  in  heaven  among  the  gods,  and  is  married  to 
Hebe  or  Youth ;  but  his  shadow,  which  remains  below.  About 
him  the  dead  flocked  as  thick  as  bats,  hovering  around,  and 
cuffing  at  his  head :  ho  stands  with  his  dreadful  bow,  ever  in 

the"act  to  shoot. 

There  also  might  Ulvsses  have  seen  and  spoken  with  the 
shades  of  Theseus,  and  Pirithous.  and  the  old  heroes  ;_but  he 
had  conversed  enough  with  horrors;  therefore,  covering  his 
face  with  "his  hands',  that  he  might  see  no  more  speqtres,  h« 
resumed  his  seat  in  his  ship,  and  pushed  off.  The  bark  moved 
of  itself  without  the  help  of  any  oar,  and  soon  brought  him 
out  of  the  regions  of  death  into  the  cheerful  quarters  of  the 
living,  and  to  the  island  of  Meo&,  whence  he  had  set  forth. 


CHAPTER  ITT. 

The  Song  of  the  Strens.— Soylla  and  Chartbdis.— The 
Oxen  of  the  Sun.— The  Judgment. — ^The  Crew 
Killed  by  Lightning. 

"TJNiiArPY  man  who  at  thy  birth  wast  appointed  twice 
to  die!  Others  shall  die  once:  but  thou,  besides  that  death 
that  remains  for  thee,  common  to  all  men,  hast  in  thy  lifetime 
visited  the  shades  of  death.  Thee  Scylla,  thee  Charyhdis, 
expect.  Thee  the  deafhful  Sirens  lie  in  wait  for,  that  taint 
the  minds  of  whoever  listen  to  them  with  their  sweet  singing. 
Whosoever  shall  but  hear  the  call  of  any  Siren,  he  will  so 
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dpspiso  both  wife  and  children  through  their  mrt^nm  that  the 
^trp^m  of  hifl  affection  never  affain  shall  set  homPwardR.  nor 
shall  hp  take  joy  in  wife  or  children  thorpafter,  or  thev  in 
him." 

With  these  prophetic  /rreetinffB  preat  Ciree  met  TTlvBPes  on 
his  return.  He  hesnneht  her  to  instmet  him  in  the  nature 
of  the  Sirens,  and  hv  what  method  their  hanefnl  allnrements 
worn  to  lv>  resiated. 

"Thev  are  sisters  three"  ahe  replied,  "thnt  sit  in  n  mend 
f  hv  which  voiir  ship  mnat  needs  pass)  cirrlod  with  doad  men's 
bonps.  These  are  the  hones  of  men  whom  thnv  hnvp  dnin 
nfter  with  fnwnin?  invitpmpnts  thev  hnvp  onticpd  fhpm  into 
their  fen.  Yet  such  is  the  cple.5tial  haminnv  of  t^nir  voices 
nccomnan\nnff  the  persuasive  majno  of  thpir  words,  that  know- 
msr  this,  von  shall  not  he  ahle  to  wifhstnnd  their  entiVpments 
Thprpfore.  whpn  yon  are  to  sail  hv  them,  von  ahnll  stop  the 
pors  of  vonr  comnanions  with  wax.  that  thev  mav  hear  no 
nofo  of  that  danffProns  mnsic;  hnt  for  vonrsolf.  that  von  mav 
hpar  and  vet  livp.  rrive  them  strict  co,om-ind  to  hind  von 
h■^v(^  and  foof  to  the  mast,  and  in  no  ensp  to  sot  von  f'-pp  tiH 
von  nro  ont  of  the  danorpr  of  t^p  temptifion.  thmif^li  yon  should 
^ntront  it.  and  implore  it  f^v^^r  =o  mnch.  hnt  to  hiT>f1  von  rathpr 
\ho  more  for  yonr  roqnpstin?  to  he  lonspd.  So  shall  von 
pscnpp  that  snarp." 

Y'vssps  thpn  pravpd  her  that  shp  wonlrl  inform  him  what 
Scvlla  and  Charvh^lis  wprp.  whioh  she  had  tnn»r},t  him  hv 
name  to  fear.  She  rpplierl :  «  Sailinc?  fmm  .TR.-Pn  to  Trin- 
acria,  yon  mnst  pass  at  an  onnal  di^tanpp  hotwppp  two  fafql 
ronV^.  TnrliTiP  nnvpr  so  liHIp  p,-fhp^  \^  f],^  ^^^  ^-^-j^  ^^  ^^^ 
other,  and  yonr  shin  mnst  mppt  with  pprt-iin  doctmrtion  Yo 
vpcssrl  ever  vet  trind  that  pass  wi+honf  hoJno-  }c^.\  hnt  thp  \ro-o 
vhvh  owpd  hpr  safptv  to  thp  cnorod  fmiVht  s^p  Lo^-o  \\y(.  floooo 
ot  ^ho  oroldpn-hacked  ram,  whirh  rorld  not  n^ri^h  Thp  hicr. 
nro«t  of  thp«e  rocks  which  vo„  pTiq]]  o(^r^^o  to  Rfxlla  hath  in 
f,l,n-.Tr,.  There  in  a  deep  v-^trlpool  at  \hf^  foot  of  fho  roeV  th*» 
ahhorrod  monster  shronds  hpr  face:  who  if  ^l,o  wPrp  to  chow 
hpr  full  form,  no  eve  of  man  o'-  frni\  oo^^V^  PTidnrp  thp  .JiVht- 
\hoJ^oo  she  strptrhP".  ont  all  hPr  six  Ion-  nerk^.  pp**rin-  and 
rlivmsr  to  snck  np  fish,  dolphins,  do^-fiph.  and  whales    whoT*. 
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.hips  and  their  men,  whatever  come*  within  l^a  r«»«W  «^ 
The  other  rock  is  lesser,  and  of  le«  ommou*  wpert;  but  ^ei« 
dieadiul  Cha.vl.clis  sits,  uupping  the  blwjk  deeps  Thi  ce  a 
day  sl.e  dn.iks  her  pits  dry,  and  thrice  a  day  again  ahe  belches 
tl.eiu  all  up;  but  when  she  is  drinking,  oome  not  nigh,  for, 
beuig  once  caught,  the  force  of  xNeptune  cannot  redeem  you 
iro.n  her  swallow,  lio.ter  trust  to  Scylla,  for  she  will  but 
have  for  her  six  necks  six  men:  Charybdis  m  her  insatiate 

draught  will  ask  all."  ,      , ,  nu    ,.i 

Then  Ulysses  inquired,  in  case  he  should  escape  Charyb- 
dis. whether  he  might  not  asaail  that  other  monfter  with  his 
sword:  to  which  she  replied  tliat  he  must  not  think  that  he 
had  an  enemy  subject  to  death,  or  wounds,  to  contend  with,  for 
Scylla  could  never  die.  Therefore,  his  best  safety  was  m 
flight,  and  to  invoke  none  of  the  gods  but  Gratis,  who  is 
Scylla's  mother,  and  might  perhaps  forbid  her  daughter  to 
devour  them.  For  his  conduct  after  he  arrived  at  Innacna 
she  referred  him  to  the  admonitions  which  had  been  given  him 

Ulvssea' having  communicated  her  ipstructious,  as  far  as 
related  to  the  Sirens,  to  his  companions,  who  had  not  been 
nrei^eut  at  that  interview,  but  concealing  from  them  the  rest. 
IS  he  had  done  the  terrible  predictions  of  Tiresias,  that  they 
.ni.'ht  not  he  ,leloired  by  fear  from  pursuing  their  voyage— 
th^tiiho  for  .leuaiture  being  come,  they  set  their  sails,  and 
took  a  final  leave  of  great  Circe;  who  by  her  ait  calmed  the 
heavens,  lui.l  gave  them  smooth  seas,  and  a  right  forewind 
(the  seaman's  fiieml)  to  bear  them  on  their  way  to  Ithaca. 

They  had  not  saihd  ])a.st  a  hundred  leagues  before  the 
hree/e  which  Circe  had  lent  tliem  suddenly  st<.pped.  It  was 
stricken  dead.  AH  the  sea  lay  in  prostrate  slumber.  Not  a 
gasp  of  air  could  be  felt.  The  ship  stood  still.  L  ysses 
Snossed  that  the  island  of  the  Sirens  wiu«  not  far  off.  and  that 
tliev  had  charmed  the  air  so  with  their  devilish  singing 
Therefore  he  made  him  cakos  of  wax,  as  Ci'ce  IM  instructed 
him.  and  stopped  the  eirs  of  his  men  with  them;  then  cans- 
ing  himself  lo  he  bound  hand  and  foot,  he  commanded  the 
rowers  to  plv  their  o  irs  and  row  aa  fast  as  speed  could  carry 
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them  pMt  that  fatal  shore.    They  soon  came  within  aiaht  of 
the  Sirens,  who  sang  in  Ulysses's  hearing:—  ^ 

'  ^^""5  J****'  *•**»"•  worth*  of  a  world  of  iirai.ji 

BS?Uf?h1  P'«««»«v?r,  bat  it  be   t  hTsear, 

By  u-  tii*J'!;„'*'''""\:  *"•*  'Mt^cted  mora 
By  u»  than  any  ever  hearU  b«furu. 

In  wkTe te  f "  ^''*«««-what«oever  were 
i^r^fiiS.  <    '  Ubord ;  whatsoever  tlieie 

And  wh?****"*  '••?,"  *•»»»  ♦'»«  <«>d«  "rtalnd : 

And  whatsoever  all  the  earth  can  show 

lo  inform  a  knowledge  of  desert,  we  know." 

voiJ^""??'"  *^'  r'^''  ^"^  t^  celestial  harmony'^^i 
voices  which  sang  them  no  tongue  can  describe    it  Uk  th! 
e.r  of  Ulysses  with  ravisinnent"   He  wo uW  have  brok^  w! 
bonds  to  rush  after  tliem;  and  threatened,  went    sueT  en 
tZti  ^"'^^^^d'  <^'yi^g  out  with  tears  aid  pSl^ioS  im 
wnich  they  had  endured  m  common,  by  fellowshio  and  W 
fool    K?^^^*^  ^^''^  ^''  retained^mong  them?  to  let  hi'm 

oars  only  moved  faster.     And  still  the  stens  sang  '  And  «« 
the  more  he  adjured  them  to  set  him  free   the  faster  ^-Jh 
cord,  and  ropos  they  bound  him;  till  they  ;ere  quTt^oTof 
trTvreliZ  ^'T'r'li  l'^"  .^^-tUt  cTr:fe%';d*    o 

sto»^^^^^  -de  thefods 

Escaped  that  peril,  they  had  not  sailed   yet   a   hundred 
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otUer  wlurlpool,  to  which  they  made  m^- 

to  Scylla.    Ihrough  tl'«  f^^^^to^  wa  no  nm  to  lend  hi. 
the  ship  Blood  BtUl  a«  a  ^^ue ;  f or  thtre  wa.  no  man 

hand  to  an  oar :        dismal l^'^^^^^^^^^  u.ade 

and  Uie  nearer  ciaanorsotU.ax>bdw,w litre        i        6^^.^^^ 

au  echo,  quite  taking  from  them    U  e    ^ower 

giving  them  good  >\oraB,  leiuub  ^  (Jvclou's  cave, 

trreater  perils  wlien  they  Nvere  blocked  ^P  ^"  ^  «  ^^y^  J,,„,  ^ut 
U  heaven  assisting  his  ^^^  ^^J^,  ,,cy  remem- 
of  tha*    xtremit)  ,— tl.at  ^e  ujuri  a  ^^^^ 

bered  .t;  and  wisi^ed  tl^^'"  ^;> £7/  i^ifJ^T.^Siat  they  must 
care  which  he  had  ^"^/^^  *^'f  '  ;\u"J  ^'j  and  try  if  Jove 
oxert  all  the  strength  and  wit  which  they  had,  a^'^^^y    ^      ^ 
Xld  not  grant  ttem  -  -cai.e   ev.n  oi^  of  th  s  peril.  ^In 
particular  he  chaired  up  the  pilot  ^^^^  «^^  '^^^      other  men, 

Lid  him  that  ho  must  ^'^^.-''"^f.i^/l^^a  had  the  sole  man! 
as  he  had  --  f  ^  ^0071^^^^^^^^^  ; -^ » J,^  ^,^.^     ,^^ 

:^'^^t.t^  t:orhi:o;^a:tSon^nd  the  destm. 

%tXd  Hn.  and  like  men  t..k  to  the  oars ;  but  litt^ 
knew  wL  opposite  danger  in  shunn^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  u^J 

be  thrown  upon.     For  ^1}^^^^  ^ad  concea^^  ^^^.^ 

wounds,  never  to  be  healed,  vine    Sc  11a  was  to    ^  ^^ 

terroi  would  else  have  ^obh^  «^eni  a^^^  of  aU  eare^^^^^^^  ^^^ 
move  an  oar,  and  have  made  J^^ ';7^^°^^  died  an  idle 

fear  of  seeing  her,  where  he  and  ^j^^J^^;^^^^^^^^    ^^ieh  Circe 
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dreaded ;  for  tliey  »aw  how  horribly  Charybdii*i  black  throat 
drew  into  her  all  the  whirling  deep,  which  she  disgorged 
again,  that  all  about  her1)oile«l  like  a  kettle,  and  the  rock 
roared  with  troubled  waters;  which  when  ahe  supped  in  again, 
all  the  bottom  turned  up,  and  dif«lo«ed  far  under  shore  the 
fewart  sands  naked,  whose  whole  stern  sight  fijjjed  tlie  startled 
blood  from  their  faces,  and  made  Ulyssee  turn  liis  to  view  the 
wonder  '  '  hirlpools.  Which  when  Scylla  saw  from  out  her 
black  dt'K,  she  dart(d  out  her  mx  long  necks,  and  swooped  up 
m  many  ol"  his  friends:  whost'  cries  Ulysses  heard,  and  saw 
them  too  late,  with  their  heels  turned  up,  and  their  hands 
thrown  to  him  for  succor,  who  had  been  their  help  in  all  ex- 
tremities, but  could  not  deliver  them  now;  and  he  hoard  them 
shriek  out  a«<  she  tore  them,  and  to  the  last  they  continued  to 
throw  their  hands  out  to  him  for  sweet  life.  In  all  his  suf- 
ferings he  never  had  beheld  a  sight  so  full  of  miseries. 

Escaped  from  Sc3lla  and  Charybdis,  but  with  a  diminished 
crew.  Ulysses  and  the  sad  rcniAina  of  his  followers  reaclie(!  tlie 
Tnnacrian  sliore.  Heie  landing,  he  beheld  oxen  grazing  of 
such  surpassing  size  ari<l  beauty  that,  botji  from  tlieTh  and 
from  the  shape  of  the  islnnd  (having  threek)romonotorios)jut- 
ting  into  tlie  sea),  he  judged  rightly  that  he  ^dd"  >  ae  to  ti.e 
Triangular  Island  and  the  oxen  of  the  Sun,  of  which  Tiresiaa 
had  forewarned  him. 

So  great  was  his  terror  lest  through  his  own  fault,  or  that 
of  his  men,  any  violence  or  profanation  should  be  offered  to 
the  holv  oxen,  that  even  then,  tirerfaa  they  were  with  the  perils 
and  '  of  the  day  past,  and  unable  to  stir  an  oar,  or  use 

."ny  t  >  -M.  nd  tliouiih  night  was  fast  coming  on,  he  wouli 
have  ha  "O-ombark  immediately,  and   m.-'ke   the   best 

of  their  wa.  _  .n  thai  dangerous  station;  but  his  men  with 
one  voice  resolutely  opposed  it.  and  oven  the  too  ra  :!ious 
Eurvlochus  himself  withstood  the  proposal;  so  much  did'lhe 
temptation  of  a  little  case  and  refre^ment  (ease  tenfold  .'^weet 
fift«r  such  labors)  prevail  over  the  sagest  counsels^flnd  the 
apprehension  of  certain  evil  outweigh  the  prospect  of  eontin- 
gent  diinger.  I^hey  expostulated  that  the  nerves  of  TJh-^oK 
seemed  to  be  made  of  steel,  and  his  limbs  not  liable  to  lati- 
tude like  other  men's;  that  waking  or  sleeping  seemed  iu^if- 
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f«riint  tn  Wm '  but  that  thev  wore  men,  not  gods,  and 
fT\w  common  appetito.  for  fooil  and  sleep;  that  in  the 
nieht  tL?  aU  tt^e  SUs  moBt  destructive  to  stiij  are  ge^er- 
^fJthat'blaok  night  still  -nmr-f  to  be  served  w^^^^^^^ 

myL^toc<^r^vh  with'their  re.,uifiilion,  nnd  f P«jn«t/"  ^"^ 
ZiX  up  Kight-quartorH  on  shoro  But  -e  ftrst  exacted 
to  taKR  up  ""»•►.      I     ,  ,^  np  thor  rnniin  nor  killany 

X*'rtrw1^rf,*t  «    U-n,,  but  oo„t™v  themrl™. 
-.1  „ll    f~.,1  M  Cirw  Im.l  Bbnv,^  tlioir  vcwel  with  wh™ 
Th  V  rl  to"  SLa.    This  t1,oy  man  by  ™.n  ..vml Iv 
Tne>    puii  .^„i:„„  ii.o  l,oavie«t  <'nr(«»  «>n  \v1ioov<'r  should 

f3i^•.^d'•■^ring^t'ir'i;aA1itb■^  a  cro«k,»ey  went  t» 

l^tTconlnt'tci.'ivo.  witb  .ho  .bir,;-  foo.;  for  the  Rod 

r"r'''ultinMu\Krnn7trb.^":'-*t™ 
t'LrcrCh:  btSlt»'tMho„,.  wh™  tboi^  ™,v^.  wo,. 

Co   nocoKMtv  compolW  thorn  to  Mny  m  qucrt  of  wbntexer 

ILmwTI,  hoJ- tMbolt,  Sat'tho^  ™,.a  ho  „ea.d  to 

^"iVtZm  .omo  meao,  to  .tav  thoir  h„n=   -.  «>th.mt  b»v,o. 

■tSoJlZ  profaM  ana  forhiiflon  violations;  bnt  *«  «'»  " 

Hv„  «oomo.1  To  be  Khnt.  or  »omo  goTl  inoonseil  plottofl  hi. 
hopon  foomoo  TO  D  ^^.^^^,  ^^^^^  ^^ 

bMan?!  w  t"it  ?o-pT^vont  mi.cbiof,  a  aoo,  -leop  Ml  i.poij 
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«11  that  passed  in  the  world,  and  what  his  friends  or  what  his 
onenies  might  do  for  his  welfare  or  desixuction.  Then  Eury- 
lochus  took  his  advantage.  He  was  the  man  of  most  authority 
with  them  after  Ulysses.  He  represented  to  them  all  tht 
misery  of  their  condition ;  how  that  every  deatli  is  liateful  and 
grievous  to  mortality,  but  that  of  all  deaths  faiiuDe  '"s  attended 
with  the  most  painful,  loathsome,  and  liumiliating  circum- 
stances; that  the  subsistence  wliich  tliey  could  hope  to  draw 
from  fowling  or  fishing  was  too  precarious  to  be  depended 
upon ;  that  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  chance  of  the  winds 
changing  to  favor  their  escape,  but  tliat  they  must  inevitably 
otay  there  and  perish,  if  tliey  lot  an  irrational  8uj)erstition 
deter  them  from  the  means  which  Nature  offered  to  their 
hands;  that  Ulysses  might  lie  deceived  in  his  belief  tint  t1  e  e 
c-  '1  had  any  sacred  qualities  above  other  oxen:  and  even  ad- 
g  that  they  were  the  property  of  the  god  of  the  Sun,  as 
d  they  were,  the  Sun  did  neither  eat  nor  drink,  and  the 
g^  ..^  were  best  served  not  by  a  scnipnlnus  ronsfifnce,  but  bv  a 
thankful  heart,  which  took  freely  what  they  as  freely  offered. 
With  these  and  such  like  persuasions  he  prevailed  on  his  half- 
famished  and  half-mutinous  companions  to  begin  the  impious 
violation  of  their  oath  by  the  slaughter  of  seven  of  the  fairest 
of  these  oxen  which  were  grazing.  Part  thoy  roasted  and  ate, 
pnd  part  they  offered  in  sacrifice  to  the  gods,  particularly  to 
Apollo,  god  of  the  Sun,  vowing  to  build  a  temple  to  his  god- 
head when  they  should  arrive  in  Tfhaci  and  der'k  it  wit')  mag- 
nificent and  numerous  gifts.  Vain  men!  and  superstition 
worse  than  that  which  they  had  so  lately  derided !  to  imagine 
that  prospective  penitence  can  excuse  a  present  violation  of 
duty,  and  that  the  pure  natures  of  the  heavenly  powers  will 
admit  of  compromise  or  dispensation  for  sin ! 

But  to  their  feast  thev  fell,  dividing  the  roasted  portions 

of  the  flesh,  savory  and  pleasant  meat  to  them,  but  a  sad  sight 

to  the  eyes,  and  a  savor  of  death  in  the  nostrils,  of  the  waking 

Ulysses   who  just   wokp   in    timo   to   ^vitno?s,   but   not   soon 

mough  to  prevent,  their  rash  and  sacrilegious  banquet.     He 

had  scarce  time  to  ask  what  great  mischief  was  this  which  thev 

had  done  unto  him:  when  bcliold,  a  prodigy!  the  ox-hide? 

which  they  had  stripped  began  to  creep  as  if  they  had  life; 
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and  the  roa/^tecl  flesh  bellowed  aB  the  ox  used  ^  do  when   h. 
iSvSn^     TliG  hair  of  ITlvsees  stood  \tp  on  end  with  affright 

Tn  1     nn'  daily  course  I  never  saw  such  bright  and  heautifu 
in  an  ni\  uhhy  vwi  „„„„?>     tVio  fatber  Dromisen  that 

Ifl  fhr  HmH-  ana  their  hearts  were  cheerful  with   he  l.an- 

,    L     i,  ,VS-  «11  hut  the  heart  of  TTlwses,  «hieh  I'.mk 

Swn  him   -^  wut  wl^  eyes  he  heheW  hi-  friend.,  an.J  .ave 

;Zre7raafurt;nf;Lt*':^«..  which  V^^^^ 

fi!"-.  hoH  .track  Eurvlochiis.  then  another,  and  tli™  ""f  ^T; 
if  all  the  crew  were  killed,  and  tl-eir  boa.cs  .warn  aho^.      Ve 

:rr:;i  Ve  tdt^^^e'sl'UiirhS:  ^m  wu  |. 

hol'arwhcre  he  sat  rirlinj  upon  the  ^'avc.  hke  one  that  ,n 

E^^':H^^thr^^r7t.Sa;^iynj2. 

chores  of  the  island  Ogyp;ia. 
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CHAPTER  TV. 
The  Island  of  Caltpso.-Immortalitt  Refused. 

one  remams,  but  all  a  prov  to  the  remorsolo.s  ™I'  andfood 

«nd  that  final! V  swaljowod  up  and  lost.  WTiere  now  are  aH 
heir  anxioa^  thoughts  of  home?  th.t  perseverai^e^n^h  which 
hey  went  throiio^h  the  severest  8i,fforin^-and  the  haS 
abors  to  whicl,  poor  seafarers  wei^  oVr  erpoged    thiJ  IS 

O^dn  eaJIed  ^^.^l^:,  fc^  ^ ^  ^;^^^ 
chief,  the^.lnvo  of  all  the  elements,  is  once  a^nin  rai<l7hf  the 
oaprioe  of  fortune  info  a  shadow  of  nrosperitv  Hr^t  wa! 
cast  naked  upon  the  shore,  h^rf^f  of  nil  1u  onrr.r!.J^      Z 

jvhichhl^  veins  enamj^lled  the  smooth  breasts  of  each  fra^is^n 
c^  fi  Jf7T  T^^'  ^'^  ^^"^'l^e  over  ajrain  what  h^S 
^  well  told  already,  or  to  relate  those  soft  arts  of  coTrtshin 
which  the  goddess  used  to  detain  TTlvsses;  f^  same^  Hnd 
which  she  afterwards  practised  upon  his  less  tr^^op  Uo^ 
Athene  m  the  shape  of  Mentor,  hardiv   o^ps,  .-ved   from    h^ 

eT.v'  T^r  *'^  T'  ^'  *^^  T^^y^^MM  Island  together  t 
search  of  the  scarce  departed  ITlvsses  •-"r.etner  n 

A  memorable  e.rample  of  married  love,  and  a  worthv  it, 
Pt^nce  how  dear  to  every  ffood  man  his  conntTis  WeThih" 
ited  hv  invsses.     If  Oirce  loved  him  sincereTk   P^W^t^  T 

nothing,  but  his  depa^nre;  the  offers  him  everything,  eva 
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to  a  participation  of  her  immortaUty— if  he  will  stay,  and 
sliare  in  l^er  pleasures,  he  shall  never  die.      But  death  with 
glory  has  greater  clurms  for  a  niiud  heroic  than  a  life  that 
Hhall  never  die  with  shame;  and  when  he  pleOged  his  vows  to 
his  Penelope,  he  resetved  no  stipul&tion  that  he  would  forsake 
her  whenever  a  goddess  should  think  him  worthy,  but  they 
had  sworn  to  live  and  grow  old  together;  and  he  would  not 
survive  her  if  he  could,  nor  meanly  share  in  immortality  it- 
self, from  which  she  was  excluded.  ,   ,     •     xu 
These  thoughts  kept  him  pensive  and  melanqlioly  in  the 
midst  of  pleasure.     His  heart  was  on  the  seas,  making  voy- 
ages to  Ithaca.    Twelve  months  had  worn  away,  when  Athene 
from  heaven  saw  her  favorite,  how  he  sat  still  pining  on  the 
fea-shoree  (his  daily  custom),  wishing  for  a  ship  to  carry  him 
■-ome      She  (who  is  Wisdom  herself)  was  indignant  that  so 
wise  and  brave  a  man  as  Ulysses  should  be  held  in  effeminate 
bondage  by  an  unworthy  goddess;  and  at  her  request  her 
fath"er  Jove  ordered  Mercury  to  go  down  to  the  earth  to  com- 
mand Calpyso  to  dismiss  her  guest.    The  divine  messcmger 
tied  fast  to  his  feet  h"is  winged  slioes,  which  bear  him  oyer 
land  and  seas,  and  took  in  his  hand  his  golden  rod,  the  ensign 
of  his  auth.            Then  wheeling  in  many  an  airy  round,  he 
Ftayed  not'            aliKhted  on  the  firm  top  of  Uie  niou^^tam 
Pieria;  thenc     ne  feti;hod  a  soooiul  circuit  over  the  se:is,  kiss- 
ing the  waves  in  his  flijrht  with  his  feet,  as  light  as  any  sea- 
mew  fisiiing  dips  her  wings,  till  he  touched  the  isle  of  Ogygia, 
and  soared  up  from  the  blue  sea  to  the  grotto  of  the  god^dess 
to  whom  his  errand  w:u^  ordainod.  ,         i     n 
His  message  struck  a  horror,  che^Jvcd  by  love,  through  all 
the  faculties  of  Calypso.     She  replied  to  it,  incensed :  "  You 
gods  are"insatiate,  past  all  that  live,  in  all  things  which  you 
fifTfipt ;  which  make-?  you  so  enviyus  and  grudging.     It  afflgta 
you  to  the  heart  when  any  goddess  seeks  the  love  of  a  mortel 
man  in  marriage,  though  vou  yourgelves  without  scruple  link 
vourselves  to  women  of  the  earth.     So  it  fared  with  you,  when 
the  deliciojis-fingered  Morning  shared  Orion's  love;  you  could 
never  satisfy  vour  hate  and  your  jealousy  till  you  had  incensed 
damp  Diana,  who  leads  the  precise  life,  to  come  upon  him  by 
*tealth  in  Ortygia,  and  pierce  him  through  with  her  axrowB. 
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And    wJieii  Jidi-iiaired   Cores   gave   Uie  reius    to   her  affec- 

Uous,  and  tuuk  lasiou  (well  worthy)   the  secret  waa  not^ 

v^mmuigly  kept  but  Jove  had  soon  notice  of  it:  aud  tlie  poor 

mortal  paid  ior  his  felifiity  wiUi  death,  stiuck  through  with 

iigiitumgs.    Aud  now  you    envy    me    the   possejiBion   of    a 

wretched  man  whom  tempests  have  cast  upon  my  ^orea.mak- 

iiig  him  lawluUy  mine;  whose  ship  Jove  rent  in  pieces  with 

lis  hot  thunderbolts,  killing  all  liia  friends.    Him  1  have  pre- 

ocrved,  loved,  nouiished;  made  him  mine  by  protection,  mv 

crcalurc;  by  every  tie  of  gratitude,  mine;  have  vowea*  to  iake 

mm  deaUiless  like  luysell;  hih     ,ou  will  take  from  me.     But 

i  know  your  power,  aud  Uiat  if    s  vain  for  me  to  resist     Tell 

juur  king  UiaL  1  obey  liis  man«     ',0." 

VVith  an  ill  grace  Calypso  promised  to  fulfil  the  com- 
mands of  Jose;  and,  Mercury  departing,  she  went  to  find 
uysses,  where  he  sat  outside  the  grotto,  not  knowing  of  Uie 
heavenly  uiessage,  drowned  in  discontent,  not  seeilir  any 
liu^Man  probjibility  of  Ids  ever  leturmug  home. 

She  said  10  him ;  "  L'uliappy  nran,  no  longer  afflict  your- 
self  ^yilh  piniug  after  your  country,  but  build  you  a  ahip 
wKli  which  you  may  return  home,  since  it  is  the  will  of  the 
g<»ds;  who,  doubtless,  as  tliey  are  greater  in  power  than  1.  are 
greater  in  skiU,  and  best  c  in  tell  what  is  fittest  for  man.  But 
1  caU  tiie  gods  and  my  inward  conscience  to  witness  that  I 
had  no  tlL.ught  but  what  stood  witlfthy  safety,  nor  would 
liave  done  or  counselled  anything  against  thy  good.  I  per- 
suaded tliee  to  notlTing  wliich  I  should  not  have  followed  m- 
seil  111  thy  extremity;  for  my  mind  is  innocent  and  simple. 
Oh  if  thou  knewest  wJiat  dreadful  sufferings  tliou  must  vet 
endure  uelore  ever  tliou  retwhest  tliy  natiT'e  land,  thou  woidd- 
est  not  esteem  so  liardiv  of  n  i^utiiie.-,.  s  oiiV/  to    ^ 


mortality  with  thee;  nor  for  a  few'  years'"  enjoyment  "of  "a 
perishmg  Penelope,  refuse  an  imperishable  and  n'ever-dyinff 
ijle  with  Calypso.'  ""  "^    ** 

He  replied:  "  Ever^hououred,  great  Calypso,  let  it  not 
c'lsplease  tliee,  that  I  a  mortal  man  desire  to  see  and  converse 
!)gam  witli  a  wife  that  is  mortal :  human  objects  are  beat  fitted 
to  human  infirmities.  I  well  Imow  how  far  in  wisdom  in 
feature,  in  stature,  proportion,  beauty,  in  all  the  ^fci  of'  the 
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TTiiTi.^  tlion  PTC^'p'^PPt  mv  PptipIopp:  pTip  iff  morta],  ftiij  mh-}0'^ 
fo  dpoav:  tlioTi  imn.nrtal.  pvpt  crrowinsr  vet  tipvpt  ol^'^t  tpJ  m 
>ipr  «i'-Tit.  nil  mv  rlpflS-Ps  tp-Tninntrv.  nil  my  wis^pp— in  flic  Bi<?Mt 
of  hpr  anrl  of  mv  oonntrv  partTi.  Tf  nnv  .jrofl  Pnvimis  of  mv 
roinrn'  «>inn  lav  his  flrea(1fn1  Tinnd  iit^oti  me  a"  T  pass  tTie  sens. 
T  Qnhmif  •  for  fliP  snmr  T)owor<;  havp  givnii  mP  n  miTid  not  to 
sinV  imdrr  om>rPssion.     Tn  wrn^  nnil  xrnvps  mv  snfforinirs  liave 

rot  hppTi  flman.""  ...  ,  i 

S>iP  TiPflT.!  Tiis  plpndo-^   rpfiROTis.   nTi<1   of  foroP    s>iP    mnsf 

ac<:oT)t-  so  to  >i"r  nvmi^i^  pTip  ?nvp  in  r-hn-£rP  f.om  Vpt  sncTPrl 

WOO(1s  to  put  flnxvn    ^TrVr.  to   nn-1-    TTl-^c-     o    J.n         TLr^^ 

ohrn-od.  tTion-^  in  n  -ork  iin=nifflWp  to  \ho^T  ^oft  fin-pr?;  vPt 
fo  oWiPTiPP  po  sncrifi-p  is  hnr(Ti  nn-l  rivspP^  hn^ilv  Vstirrpr^ 
Tiirrsplf.  Ip^orinT  far  morp  'hnr*^  fVnn  tliPV.  n«  vnn  fitting,  til' 
tv..or<v  toll   trpp«.  <1rip<=t  aTi<1  fit+oct  fo-  timVor    wPrP  fplTp'T 
TT^Pn   Hkp  a  sVilfnl  «5}iinwTi">^t  Tio  fpll  to  ioinin-  tVo  T>lonl'=. 
„<=iT,<r  tlip  Plnnp.  tlip  OTP.^an*!  tVp  anrii-  vA\h  =n^>>  C^J^:^:"" 
ti  of  in  four  .=ln-?'  HmP  n  «Tiip  wn,<!  v^'>f>.c.  PomplotP  xritti  nil  U^r 
,-\nnV=    lin+p^o*    =i<^f-honr(1s.  vor(1s.     Pa^-p'o   n'Vlp.1  Impn    for 
f^o  =<iilP   npri  tqpVlin?:  an<1  ^^Tipti  pVp  ttis  fnis>,Pd.  sV  Tr-a-  ^ 
ooo-llv  vPs«5pT  for>  TTioT,  to  ^nil  .-n.  aLmo  or  in  oonrnopv   ovpr 
fT,«  Tvi(1p  =Pa«      Bv  t^P  f^fth  momin'T  =T^p  ^^a<=  Innno^P*^  :  aii^^ 
n,.c<=o<=    fn-Tii=i^or1   ivitTn   sto"P  of  T^-oripionc.   rioli   n-ormpnts, 
onrl  <ro1,1  ^n^  =^lvp-.  -ivp'^  liim  T.V  r.lvn<,o.  tonV  a  ln«t^p^vo 
nf  TiPr  ar-^  of  >P^  nvmpli,*.  an.!  of  th'^  isV  0^-vrr,n  wV.nTi  >v^.^ 
f.n  hpfn'pnclpd  him. 

CHAPTEE   V. 

rp^^^  rp^^rPT^<5y ._ _Tttt;  ST^v-PTro's  Httt. — Tht?  Escape  bt 
STVTAT^rTvn. — Trry.  St.kep  tn'  tttb  Woocs. 

At  thp  s*^^''^-^^  ^^  f^i^  solifflTT  P^ip  TTIv-pps  ^^^   "nf^  afpr^-r-^ 
r;o-T,f  arffnlT^-      ATo  ^Wv,  ''orilr!  seize  his  «veTifls      He  hehefr! 

th  ^  V^<'^'>'^^  t^'^  "P^*^"  ^■"'^^'^'^  ''=  ^^  '"^"^^  """'''^  *''"  "^""  '^"^ 
T^o-  -<«  ronP<1  nhoiit  Orio^.  ■^v<\  Veens  still  flhov^  f  ''  '>W'n,  an^ 
^T,^  cioTT-softi'in-  d'm.  -Rootps  which  some  name  the  Wasronw, 
SovPTitopTr.^ivs  he  hp^r!  hi«  ponrse,  an<!  on  the  ei?htynth  th? 
coast  of  Pha>acia  was  in  sV^f     The  fi«we  of  the  ^"t  ^  .«  --^ 
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HkTa  sh^-eld'"'  ''"'  ^^""^^  ""''  ''''''^^'  ^'''^  '"^^^  something 
Noptunp  roturnin-  fron,  visiting  his  favorite  ^thio- 
nin.Ti  /'"'''*''"  niourtains  of  tlie  Solymi.  descried  TJlynim 
ploutrhm.o:  tho  wavo^.Tis  domnin.  The  sipht  of  the  man  he 
so  m.ch  hated  for  Polyphomus's  sake,  his  son.  wh^s^  eye 

In  e      f    «       •"'  ^^7^:1  f'en-scoptre.  the  tridijnt  of  his  power, 

ho  smote  the  air  and  the  sea.  aiid  conjured  up  all  his  black 

torms,  calhn,^  down  nip:ht  from  the  eo  ,e^of  heaven,  and  Sk- 

n?  the  earfh  n,to  the  sen.  ns  it  seeme^l    with  clouds,  throu<rh 

tie  darkness  and  jndistinetnes..,  which  p-  vailed;  the  billa^s 

ro    m,^  np  hefove  the  fiirv  of  all  the  win       that  contended  to- 

srether  m  their  miirhtv  sport.  -         — 

Then  the  knees  of  IJI^'ssos  bent  with  roar,  and  then  all  his 

^'Pirit  was  spent,  and  he  wished  that  he  had  been  amon^  the 

number  of  his  countrymen  who  fell  before  Trov,  and  had 

nor-:J;^""''\''''^'''^'''  ^^  «"  ^^''  ^^'^'^'^  rather  than  u^ 
pon.h  thus  where  no  man  could  monrn  him  or  know  him 

As  I.e  thouol.t  the.^e  melajicholv  thoucrhts,  a  hujre  wave 

Z\l       Ji  ^'f^'^'^hun  overboard,  ship  and  all  upset  amidst 

Iff  wh  n  ^'  fT??5-^!!^  '^''  "^-  ^^i-"^"^  *«  ^'^^  «^em  broker 
off  which  he  yet  Feld,  her  mast  cracjdnff  in  two  with  the  fur 

?;  J    f«l?^-  /  r^'f  '''"'^^  ^^'^^  '^''''^  ^*'  '^^^  and  sail 

under  water  ., or  co.,ld  M  bis  head  above,  wave  so  metlr^th 
wave  as  if  they  st^-e  which  should  depress  him  mo.t- 
and  the  srorgcous  garments  dven  him  by  Cah-pso  clun^  about 
bim   and  hinrlcred  bis  suin2m in sr;  yet  neither  for  this,  nor 

I"nn  Sl"^^'-  "\"^^''  'l"*^.-  """  ^'«  "^  P^r"""«  condition, 
^onM  he  jnve  up  his  drenched  vessel ;  bnt,  wrestling  with  Nep- 

hme  jrot  at  lencrth  hold  of  her  a^ain,  and  then  sat  in  her  hull 
lusnltirg  over  de^ath,  which  he  had  escaped,  and  the  salt  waves' 
M-I'K-h  l,e  .nvo  the  s^.o.  nnrnin  to  ^ive  to  other  men;  big  ship, 
■^m-m-  to  live    tlcafcl  ^f  rmjon.  rvffo<\  from  M-ave  to  ^"vp 
hiir^ed  to  and  fro  by  all  the  winds:  now  Borea^s  tossed  it  to' 
Notus.  ^otus  pai.sed  it  to  Eurns.  and  Eums  to  the  We^t  Wind 
who  kept  up  ^^^  horri'l  tennis. 
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Them   in   theix  mad  sport   Ino  Luutotliea  beheld — Ino 
Lcucothea,  now  a  sea-goddeas,  but  once   a   mortal    and    the 
daughter  of  Cadmus;  siTe  with  pily  belield  UlytiBes  the  mark 
of  their  fierce  contei^tion,  and  n&ing  from  the  waves,  alagUU;d 
on  tlie  ship,  in  sliape  like  *'  tlie  aea-bird  wiuch  is  called  a  cor- 
jiiorant;  and  in  her  beak  «    i  held  a  wonderful  girdle  made  of 
BeaHA'seda,  which  grow  at  Jie  bottom  of  tlie  ocean,  which  she 
dropped  at  his  feet;  and  the  bird  spake  to  Ul^'sses,  and  co un- 
veiled him  not  to  trust  any  more  to  that  fatal  vetjsel  agaiuat 
wliich  god  Neptune  had  leveUed  his  furious  wrath,  nor  to 
thoee  ill-befriending  garments  which  Calypso  had  given  iiim, 
but  to  quit  both  it  and  tliem,  and  trust  for  his  Siifety  to  swinj- 
miug.     "  And  here,''  said  tiie  seeming  bird,  "  take  tliis  girdle 
and  tie  about  your  middle,  which  has  virtue  to  protecf^the 
wearer  at  sea,  and  you  shall  safely  reach  tKe  shore;  but  when 
30U  have  landed,  east  it  far  from  you  back  into  the  sea."     He 
did  as  the  sea-bird  insii  ucled  him ;  he  stripped  liimself  naked, 
and,  faateiiiug  tlie  wondrous  girdle  about  ids  middle,  cast 
himself  into  the  seas  to  swim.     The  bird  dived  past  his  sight 
into  the  fathomless  abyss  of  the  ocean. 

Two  days'luid  two  nights  he  spent  in  struggling  with  the 
waves,  though  sore  buffeted,  and  almost  spent,  never  giving 
up  himself  for  loet;  such  con^ence  he  had  in  that  charm 
which  he  wore  about  his  middle,  and  in  the  words  of  that 
divine  bird.  But  the  third  morning  the  winds  grew  calm 
and  all  the  heavens  were  clear.  Then  he  saw  hiijaself  nigh 
land,  which  he  knew  to  be  the  coa.st  of  the  Fhaeacians,  a  people 
good  to  strangers  and  abounding  in  ships,  by  whose  favor  he 
doubted  not  that  he  should  soon  obtain  a  passage  to  his  own 
country.  And  such  joy  he  conQgived  in  his  heart  as  good  sons 
have  that  esteem  their  father's  life  dear,  when  long  sickness 
has  held  huu  down  to  his  bed  and  wasted  his  body,  and  they 
see  at  length  health  return  to  the  old  man,  with  restored 
strength  and  spirits,  in  reward  of  their  many  prayers  to  the 
gods  for  his  safety:  so  precious  was  the  prospect  of  home- 
return  to  Ulysses,  that  he  might  restore  health  to  his  country 
(his  better  parent),  that  had  long  languished  as  full  ofHjs- 
twnpers  in  his  absence.  And  then  for  his  own  safety's  sake 
he  had  joy  to  see  tHe  shores,  the  woods,  so  nigh  and  within  his 
gT»<^p  as  they  seemed,  and  he  labored  with  all  tha  might  of 
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and  feet       reacli  with  swimming  that  nigh-seeming 


handti 
land. 

But  when  he  approached  near,  a  horrid  sound  of  a  huge 
sea  beating  against  rocks  informed  iiiiu  that  here  was  no  place 
for  lauding,  nor  any  harbor  for  mau's  resoi-t;  but  through 
the  weeds  and  tiie  foam  which  the  sea  belched  up  against  the 
land  lie  could  dimly  discover  the  rugged  shore  all  bristled 
with  flints,  and  all  that  part  of  the  coa^t  one  impending  rock 
that  seemed  impossible  to  climb,  and  the  water  all  about  so 
deep  that  not  a  sand  was  there  for  any  tired  foot  to  rest  upon; 
and  every  moment  he  feared  lest  some  wave  more  cruel  than 
the  reat  should  crush  him  against  a  cliff,  rendering  worse  than 
vain  all  his  landing;  and  should  he  swim  to  seek  a  more  com- 
modious liaven  fiirther  on,  he  was  fearful  leet,  weak  and  spent 
as  he  wan,  tlie  winds  would  force  him  back  a  long  way  off  into 
the  main,  where  the  terrible  god  xNeptuiie,  for  wrath  that  he 
had  so  uearly  escaped  his  power,  having  gotten  him  again  into 
his  domain,  would  send  out  some  great  whale  (of  which  those 
seas  breed  a  horrid  number  to  swallow  him  up  alive;  with 
such  malignity  he  still  pursued  him. 

While  these  thoughts  distracted  liim  with  diversity  of 
dangers,  one  bigger  wave  drove  against  a  sharp  rock  his  naked 
body,  winch  it  gashed  and  tore,  and  wanted  little  of  breaking 
all  his  bones,  so  rude  was  the  shock.  Bu<-  in  this  extremity 
ghe  prompted  him  that  never  faikd  him  at  need.  Athene 
(who  is  Wisdom  itself)  put  it  into  his  thoughts  no  longer  to 
keep  swimming  off  and  on,  as  one  dallying  with  danger,  but 
boldly  to  force  the  shore  that  tlu  eatened  him,  and  to  hug  the 
rock  tliat  had  torn  him  so  rudely ;  which  with  both  hands  he 
clasped,  wrestling  with  extremity,  till  the  rage  of  that  billow 
which  liad  flnven  him  upon  it  was  passed;  but  then  again  the 
rock  drove  ba/  k  that  wave  so  furiously  that  it  reft  him  of  his 
hold,  sucking  him  with  it  in  its  return;  and  the  sharp  rock, 
his  cruel  fnend,  to  which  he  clung  for  succor,  rent  the  flesh 
80  sore  from  his  hands  in  parting  that  he  fell  off,  and  could 
sustain  no  longei' ;  quite  under  water  he  fell,  and,  past  the  help 
of  fate,  there  had  the  hapless  Ulysses  lost  all  portion  that  he 
iiad  in  this  life,  if  Athene  had  not  prompted  his  wisdom  in 
that  peril  to  essay  another  course,  and  to  explore  some  other 
shfJter,  ceasing  to  attempt  that  landing-place. 
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She  guided  his  wearied  and  niph-exhausted  limbs  to  the 
mouth  of  the  fair  river  Callirhoe  which  -ot  fax  from  thonce 
disbursed  its  watery  tribute  to  the  ocean     Her®  ^« /''^'*; 
were  e^y  lud  acccSible,  and  the  rocks,  which  rather  adorned 
Than  dS^mled  its  banks  so  smooth  that  tliey  seemed  polished 
f ^ur^ose  t^  invite  U.e  'landing  of  our  ««a-wanderer    a^d  to 
atJne  for  the  uncourteous  t^e''^t.nont  which  those  1«8  hos- 
pitable cliffs  had  aftorded  him      And  «'«  god  «    ^^^^^^^^^^^  ^ 
f  in  Tiitv    etaved  his  current,  and  smoothed  his  wawrs    ro 
LZ  \lilunitnl  more  easy;  for  sacred  to  the  ever-living 
ies  o    the  fo'h  waters,  be  they  mountain-stream   river  or 
iS    8  the  cry  of  orring  n.orUils  that  seek  their  aid  by  reason 
tt'  l^ne   inla  Hl-brod,  thcv   partake  more  of    the  gentle 
Ill^llanS  of  in.  nature  th- .«--/-"^^^ 
N'eptune  trains  up  in  tempests  in  the  unpitying  recesses 

'''  "I'bvlh:  favor  of  the  river's  god,  Ulysses  crept  to  l^d 

Inlf    rowned :  both  his  knees  faltering,  his  strong  hands  faJl- 

ing  down  through  weakness  from  the.  ^-^^f.^^f^^J^t  ^ 

.mlnrod  his  cheeks  and  nostrils  flowiufe  with  froth  of  the  sea- 

blTi'^T^hich  he  h.i  r^i^-^^i.i"th''Drd'wtr;Te 

iTifl  1  roath  spent,  down  he  sank  as  in  death.     Dead  weary  ne 
was      1    seemed  tl.  t  the  sea  had  soaked  through  his  heaxt, 
Td  thi  pa^he  fe.t  in  all  his  veins  we^e  little  less  th^  thoae 
■^  c    one  fo<^^^  that  has  endured  the  torture  of  tlie  rack^  But 
w  en  hrs^pirus  came  a  little  to  themselves,  and  his  recollec- 
Mnn  I     decr^s  began  to  return,  he  rose  up,  and  unloosing 
from  his  W.S  th/ .^irdle  or  charm  whic^^.  that  divine  Inrd 
T  Jven  h  n  .  ^<1  reniembering  the  cl  .rge  wh  ch  he  had 
•^0^.51}.   f  l.e  fluncr  far  it  from  him    i.to  the  river.    Back 
"s'^m  w  tV  h    cour^  of  the  ebbing  stream  till  it  re«^hed 
iht^T  where  th,e  fair  hands  of  Ino  Ix^ucothea  received  it  to 
Wn  it'-^  a  Plo  ge  of  safety  to  any  future  shipwrecked  man- 
nr/that  like  Ulvsses,  should  wander  in  those  perilous  waves 
Th^n  he  kisse.1  the  humble  earth  in  token  of  ^afe^' «^^ 
on  he  went  bv  the  side  of  that  pleasant  n\7'  t^\^«Ji^ 
Ihelo  Tthicker  shade  of  rushes  that  grew  on  ite  banks  seemed 

To  point  o^t  the  pla^e  where  he  "^?¥,  ^^  ^^r,«^:j!S.« 
Hmbs  And  here  .  fresh  perplexity  divided  his  mind  wheti^ 
Kould  pass  tlie  night,  which  was  coming  on,  m  that  pl««, 
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.IpnfK  ,    t  r   •    u  ^^  ^°  ^**^  exposed  Situation  miaht  b« 

with  I^e  danger   J  ttathS:?!,""'  *"*""  ^  "»•  t"™*" 

Here  creepm^  in,  he  fioajx-d  up  store  ofira^ftin  hi  ♦".? 
as  a  mail  would  billets  ipon  a  winW   fi~    o  P  f^"*  "^m 
m  the  midst     Rich  seed  of  virtue  Hn/nd  ^      ^^^,  ^°^ 
Here  Athene  soon  pave  l.im  Jind  sl^p  -^^^^^^^^ 
to.ls  past  s...med  to  be  concluded  andThit  up  ^thinthl^^ 
sphere  of  his  refreshed  and  closed  eyelids   ^  '^^ 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
The    Phin-cess    Nausicaa.— The   WASHiwn     Tx,.    m 

awake,  went  bv  nifrhf  +n  f»,a  ,>„i      ^  , .  -^    . ,  ^'^^^  he  should 
.tU,e'.ed.a^«e'p^^rJS^"^«^:*SSl,S^ 
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her  favorite  attendant,    and    thus    addresaed    the   sleeping 

^"«  N^uii^aa,  -  hv  do  vou  1=-^  sleeping  here,  and  never  bejtow 
I  thought  upon  Wir  bridal  ornaments  of  which  you  have 
many  and  beautiful,  laid  up  in  your  wardrobe  a«am«t  the  day 
of  your  marriage,  which  cannot  be  far  distant;  when  you  shall 
have  need  of  all,  not  onlv  to  dock  your  own  person,  but  to  give 
awavrpreLnt;  to  the  virgin,  tlmt  honoring  you  shall  attend 
you  t«  the  temple?  Your  reputation  stands  much  upon  the 
timelv  care  of  these  things;  the^o  things  are  they  which  fill 
?aTher  and  reverend  mother  with  delight.  T^t  us  an^  b^- 
times  to  wash  vour  fair  vestments  of  linen  and  silks  in  the 
river;  and  request  your  sire  to  ic.l  yon  niules  and  a  coach, 
?or  vmir  wardrobe  is  hr-avv,  and  the  place  where  we  raust  wash 
is  distant;  and  besides  it  fits  not  a  great  princess  like  you  to 

go  so  far  on  foot."  .  ,       .  ,,     . 

So  saving,  she  went  away,  and  iNamicaa  awoke  full  of 
pleasing  thoughts  of  her  marriage,  which  tbe  dream  had  told 
her  was  no.  far  distant;  an(l  as  soon  as  it  was  dawn  she  arose 
and  dressed  herself,  and  went  to  find  her  paronw- 

The  queen  her  mother  wai^  already  up  and  seated  amon,^ 
her  maids,  spinning  at  her  wheel,  as  the  fashion  was  m  those 
primitive  times,  wlien  great  ladie«  did  not  dndain  hons^v 
wiferv  and  the  king  her  father  was  preparing  to  go  abroad 
at  that  earlv  hour  to  counsel  with  his  grave  senate. 

"My  father."  she  said,  "will  you  not  order  mules  and  a 
coach  to  be  got  ready,  that  T  mav  go  ^"^^  wash,  I  and  my 
maids,  at  the  cisterns  that  stand  without  the  ci^? 

"What    washing    does    my    daughter  speak    of?      said 

^«M?ne  and  mv  brothers'  garments,"  she  replied,  ['that 
have  contracted  soil  bv  this  time  with  lying  by  ^o Jong  m  the 
wardrobe.  Five  ..  s  have  you  that  are  mv  brothers;  hvo  of 
them  are  married,  and  th.ee  are  bachelors;  these  last  it  con- 
oorns  to  have  their  ga-ment.  neat  ^J^^^^^J'^^^f,;,  '}  l^^^ 
advance*  their  fortunes  in  marriage:  and  who  hut  I  their  sister 
should  have  a  care  of  these  things  ?  You  yourself,  my  father 
have  need  of  the  whitest  apparel  when  y^m  gC  ftl  now,  to  tD« 
council." 
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Sho  iwd  th.R  plea,  modoflflv.  <1i>,.mhlin^  W  car*  of  her 

nwr,  nnpt.ifll« Jo  W  fntW:  who  wfw  not  di8ple«w,1   at  thin 

instflTioo  of  hi«.  fl.incTht^r'fl  diV-ofion :  for  a  fl«aflonable  car« 

ahonf  mflrnnsro  mnv  ho  pormiftod  to  n  vonn?  maiden.  provid«»<l 

It  ho  nrrompnnip^  with  nio,lMtv  and  dutiful  <.i,bmi*.RioTi  to  her 

poront.  in  tho  ohoioo  of  h^r  futiirr.  hnshand :  and  thf^Te  wa- 

r^r^  fpnr  of  Naimipfla  ohoosincr  wronelv  or  improperlr:  for  she 

wfl«  fifl  wiop  »!>  sh<»  wn«  hpr>,itifiil.   nnfl  tho  ho«.t  in  nil  Phmnoin 

joro  snitorj  to  he-  for  hor  lor^.     So  Aloinon-  rcadilv  7«vp 

roncont  that  Rho  should  iro.  o-dorinjr  miile^  and  «  rofich  to  he 

-ronorod      And  Nfliisionn  hron<rhf  from  hor  chamher  all  hPT 

nTflood  hre«d  and  Tnno  m  th;  oofloh.  and  oil  in  a  H'^^n  rniw*. 
to  floftrn  tho  hricrht  Rlcmj^  of  Nnngio«n  and  her  mnid?  whon 
thpv  rnmo  out  of  the  rfvor. 

N-np«icaa  makine  hor  ni^id^  eot  im  into  the  conoh  with 
her.  drove  the  inulof..  till  thov  hroncrht  her  to  the  oi«tonm 
whi^h  stood  a  little  on  fho  onfside  of  the  town,  nnd  were  mm- 
plied  with  water  from  fhn  rivor  rnllirhoo 

'T^here  her  nttendflnfa  nnvokod  the  mules,  took  out  the 
elothop.  and  Ptr-ped  fl  om  in  fho  ri^forns.  wn«hin<r  fhom  ,'n 
cnvn.ol  wofn..  r1  .ft.^.-,..!,  f^^o^Jp.  them  Honn  with  their 
foot:  vonturm^  /raerer^  who  should  have  done  soonept  and 
eleane:^  and  ufl'-ntr  man^  nroffv  pqsfimo^  to  br.m„-in  ^hoW  Uhnr 

r  r.""7  xT"!'^'  ,""''•  '^^''^'^  ^^'^  nnneoos  looked  on.  When  thev 
hnd  1.ul  their  rlothes  fo  drv.  thev  fell  to  pl.vinrr  s^e^'m:  nnd 
N-nnjicaa  loinod  them  in  a  (rame  with  the  hnll.  whi-h  U  n«ed 
in  t^pf  ^onntrvt  whie^  is  nerformod  hv  tossin-  the  hall  from 
h-n^  fo  Vnnri  ,,-it^  rronf  exnediHon.  she  who  hejrina  the  pas- 
.:r  '"^'^'7  "  "-"^f  T;  chnrood  tl^of  the  prinee^a.  whose  turn 
1^  W.me  t^  toss  the  hnll  sent  it  ^  far  from  its  mark,  that  it 
fnll  Ko.-ond  into  one  of  the  cisterns  of  the  river:  at  which  the 
w^oln  oommnv^  in  men^^  oonst«mation.  got  up  a  shriek  ao  loud 
that  If  wnkerl  the  aleepmjr  TTlvssea.  who  was  taking  hia  rest 
after  hi=  lonP  toils.  IP  fT,.  ,mods  pot  far  distanf  f-om  tho 
plnoo  wWo  these  vounsr  m  ida  had  come  to  waah.    " 

Af  f^o  soimd  of  fema;,-  voices.  Flvaaes  crept  forth  from 
V,s  rof,^.n^cr,t.  makin-r  himaelf  a  coveHn«r  with  hon^ha  and 
loa^-oc  ,.  well  as  ho  could  to  ahroud  hii  nakedne^     The  and- 


THl    ADV1NTU«1S    Of    ULTMIS. 


lit 


flen  appearance  of  hi«  wentlior-benton  an.!  fllmo«t  nftl^f^l/o"; 
.0  fri^ht^nerl  t>i«  maiden,  that  thev  MuMed  awnv  into  the 
woods  and  an  nl>o„t  to  Inde  thcniHolve«.  only  Athene  (who 
had  hrouffht  ahout  thi-.  interview  to  admirahle  purpoB©*  bv 
oeeminLdv  aeoidentnl  rnenn-)  put  courace  into  the  breast  of 
NauBicna,  and  she  staved  where  slie  was,  and  rcwlved  to  know 
what  manner  of  man  he  was,  and  what  waa  the  oocawon  of 
his  strange  coniinir  to  them.  ,.        ^    ^  .    ^^,    ,„^„ 

He,  not  ventimnjj  ( for  delicacy)  to  approach  and  cla^p 
her  knees,  as  fluppliants  should,  hut  standing  afar  off,  ad- 
dressed this  spcwh  to  the  vonn?  princess:— 

"Before  T  presume  rud^'lv  to  press  mv  pohtion<=,  I  slmuM 
first  ask  whether  T  am  addrespin?  a  mortal  ^<^nian  or  one 
of  the  eoddrsses.  Tf  a  poddess.  you  seem  to  me  to  he  likest  to 
Diana,  the  ehnste  huntress,  the  dau.irhfer  of  Jove.  Like  hers 
are  you-  liue.mients,  your  stiture.    your    features,    and    air 

'^' She  niakinc  nnswor  tlmt  ?he  ^n.s  no  poddess,  hut  a  mortal 

""^"'ifVwoman,  thrico  blessed  are  both  the  authors  of  your 
birtli  •  thrice  blessed  are  mur  brotliers.  who  even   to  capture 
must  have  iov  in  rour  perfert'o'^  ^  to  son  von  ^7'";'^,^^';, /. 
Conner  t^ee    and  so  p-nooful.     But  most  blessed  of  all    that 
breathe  is  ho  thnt  hns  the  gift  to  en-npre  your  voung  n^ck  m 
the  yok^  of  mnrrin-e.     T  never  =aw  that  man  that  was  worthy 
of  vou      T  never  saw  mnn  or  woman  thnt  at  all  parts  equalled 
vou.     Latelv  at  Delos  (where  T  touohed)  T  saw  a  younp  palm 
which  jrrew  beside  Apollo's  temple:  it  exceeded  all  the  trees 
which  ever  T  beheld  for  «+rni-htne^<»  nnd  be.^utv:    T  cnn  com- 
pare vou  onlv  to  that      A  sbipor  past  ndmiration  strikes  me. 
loined  with  fear,  which  keeps  me  book  from  nnp-onehmr  vou 
to  emVace  vour  knees,     l^cyr  is  it  strange :  for  '^^^^  "^  f^J Jj^ 
and  firmest- spirit  would  falter,  '^T>proaching  near  to  so  hngM 
obioct-  but  T  am  one  whom  a  cruel  habit  of  calamity  haa 
"e^aS  to  receive  strong  impressions^   Twenty  ^av«  the  nn 
relenting  seas  have  tossed  me  up  and    down    co^mg   from 
Og^'gia.  and  at  length  ca,«t  me  ship^wrecked  ^-^  7^^*?^^ 
vour  coast.     T  have  seen  no  man  or  woman  since  T  landed  b«t 
yourself     All  that  I  crave  is  clothes,  which  you  may  spare 
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me  and  to  be  shown  the  way  to  some  neighboring  town     The 

She,  admiring  to  hoar  eiich  complimentary  words  nroceed 

slohTorTn  """'^'  ""^^'T-'  "Stranger,  I  discern  neitW 
sloth  nor  folly  in  you,  and  yet  I  see  that  you  are  ooor  and 
wretched:  from  which  I  gather  that  neithe^r  wisdomTorTn- 
dudry  can  .ecure  felicity:  only  Jove  bestows  it  uZ  who'^ 
soever  he  p  eases.  He  perhaps  haa  reduced  you  to  thfa  pS 
However,  smce  vonr  u-nnderings  have  brought  von  so  neafto 
our  city  ,t  lies  in  our  duty  to  supply  vou';  wante  Cloth^T 
and  what  else  a  human  hand  should  give  to  one  S'supiS' 
and  so  tamed  with  calamity,  you  shall  not  want.  We^ll 
show  you  our  c.ty  and  tell  you  the  name  of  our  neople  S 
is^i^ejand  of  the  Ph.acinns.  of  which  my  father.  Alcinou.  I's 

«;.J^T^"'°^  ^\'  attendants,  who  had  dispersed  on  the  first 

"This  L^  •'''"'  ?^^^^"'^'^'^  t^«^"  for  their  fear,  and  sSd 

Rhn,,M  f  l"  "''  Prl"P'  ""^  "'""*'*"''  "f  '''^  o^  ^«n^.  that  you 
should  fear  him  :  hut  ho  seems  manlv.  staid  and  discreet  «n^ 

though  decayed  in  his  outward  appearance,  ^^t  hehai' "the 
mmd's  nchos,  wit  and  fortitude,  in  abundant.  Show  him 
the  cisterns,  where  ho  may  wash  him  from  the  sea-wo2Js  an" 

LTout  of  tw'"  V  'J"'  'f  '1^^"  ^^^^  garments  th'atfit 
teras "  ^^  ^''''"•^^*  "^^^  "«  ^  ^^^  '^''- 

Tnyssee.  retiring  a  little  out  of  sight,  cleansed  him  in  the 
cisterns  from  the  soil  and  impurities  with  which  the  rocks 
and  waves  had  covered  all  his  body;  and,  clothing  him^lf  ^th 
befitting  raiment  which  the  princ«.s\s'attendante  had  gTven 
him,  he  pr^onted  himsolf  in  more  worthy  shape  to  Cs^cT 
She  admired  to  seo  what  a  comely  personage  he  was  now  he 
was  dressed  ,n  all  parts:  she  thought  him  some  king'orhTro- 

:u"cVaTusC'^'  ''''  '''  '-''  ^"""  ^  ^^-^  *'  ^•-"- 

.      P*°  'S!'"'"/  ^7.att^Tidants   to  voke  her  mules   and  Inv 
up  the  restjionts.  which  tJie  sun's  heat  had  efficiently  dried 
m  the  ooaoh.  .he  ascended  with  her  maid.,  and  d1^  off  to 
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the  palace;  bidding  Ulysses,  as  she  departed,  keep  an  eye  upon 
the  coach,  and  to  follow  it  on  foot  at  some  distance:  wliic) 
she  did,  because  if  she  had  suffered  him  to  have  ridden  in  thi 
coach  with  her,  it  might  have  subjected  her  to  some  miscon- 
structions of  the  common  people,  who  are  always  ready  to 
vilify  and  censure  their  betters,  and  to  suspect  that  charity 
is  not  always  pure  charity,  bu^  that  love  or  some  sinister  in- 
tention lies  hid  under  its  disguise.  So  discreet  and  attentive 
to  appearance  in  all  her  actions  was  this  admirable  princess. 

Ulysses,  as  he  entered  the  city,  wondered  to  see  its  magni- 
ficence, its  markets,  bmldings,  temples;  its  walls  and  ram- 
pires,  its  trade,  and  resort  of  men;  its  harbors  for  shippng, 
which  is  the  strength  of  the  Phaeacian  state.  But  when  he 
approached  the  palace,  and  beheld  its  riches,  the  proportion 
of  its  architecture,  its  avenues,  gardens,  statues,  fountains,  he 
stood  rapt  in  admiration,  and  almost  forgot  his  own  condition 
in  surveying  the  flourishing  estate  of  others;  but  recollecting 
himself,  he  passed  on  boldly  into  the  innei*  apartment,  where 
the  king  and  queen  were  sitting  at  dinner  with  tlieir  peers, 
Nausicaa  having  prepared  them  for  his  approach. 

To  them  humbly  kneeling,  he  made  it  his  request  that, 
since  fortune  had  cast  him  naked  upon  their  shores,  they 
would  take  him  into  their  protection,  and  grant  him  a  con- 
veyance by  one  of  the  ships  of  which  their  great  Phseaeian 
state  had  such  good  store,  to  carry  him  to  his  own  country. 
Having  delivered  his  request,  to  grace  it  with  more  humility 
he  went  and  sat  himself  down  ujwn  the  hearth  among  the 
ashes,  as  the  custom  was  in  those  days  when  any  would  make 
a  petition  to  the  tlirone. 

He  seemed  a  petitioner  of  so  great  state  and  of  so  superior 
a  deportment  that  Alcinous  himself  arose  to  do  him  honor, 
md  causing  him  to  leave  that  abject  station  whi^h  he  had 
assumed,  placed  him  next  to  his  throne,  upon  a  chair  of  state, 
and  thus  he  spake  to  his  peers: — 

"  Lords  and  councillors  of  Phaeacia.  ye  see  this  man,  who 
he  is  we  know  not,  that  is  come  to  us  in  the  guise  of  a  peti- 
tioner :  he  seems  no  mean  one ;  but  whoever  he  is,  it  is  fit,  since 
the  gods  have  cast  him  upon  our  protection,  thnt  we  grant 
him  the  riteL<  of  hospitality  while  he  stays  with  us;  and  «vt 
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his  departuie  a  ship  well  manned  to  convey  bo  worthy  a  per- 
feonajge  as  he  seems  to  be,  in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  rank, 
io  his  own  country." 

Ths  counsel  the  peers  witli  one  consent  approved;  and 
wine  and  meat  being  set  before  Ulysses,  he  ate  and  drank, 
and  gave  the  gods  thanks  who  had  stirred  Jip  the  royal  bounty 
of  Alcinous  to  aid  him  in  that  extremity.  But  not  as  yet 
did  he  reveal  to  the  king  and  queen  who  he  was,  or  whence  he 
had  come;  only  in  brief  terms  he  related  liis  being  cast  upon 
their  shores,  his  sleep  in  the  woods,  and  his  meeting  with  the 
princess  Nausicaa,  whose  generosity,  mingled  with  discretion, 
filled  her  parents  with  delight,  as  Ulysses  in  eloquent  phrases 
adorned  and  commended  her  virtues.  But  Alcinous, 
humanely  considering  that,  in  consequence  of  the  troubles 
which  his  guest  had  undergone,  he  required  rest,  as  well  as 
refreshment  by  food,  dismissed  him  early  in  the  evening  to 
his  chamber;  where  in  a  magnificent  apartment  Ulysses  found 
a  smoother  bed,  but  not  a  sounder  repose,  than  he  had  enjoyed 
the  night  before,  sleeping  upon  the  leaves  which  he  had 
scraped  together  in  his  necessity. 
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CHAPTER  VTI. 

The  Songs  of  DEMODOcrs.— The  Convoy  Home.— Thb 
Mariners  transformed  to  Stone. — The  Young 
Shepherd. 

When  it  was  dayli^'lit,  Alcinous  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed 
by  the  heralds  about  the  town  that  there  was  come  to  the  pal- 
ace a  stranger,  shipwrecked  on  their  coast,  that  in  mien  and 
person  resembled  a  go<l ;  and  ho  innted  all  the  chief  people 
of  the  city  to  come  and  do  honor  to  the  stranger. 

The  pauice  was  quickly  filled  with  guests,  old  and  young, 
for  whose  cheer,  and  to  grace  Ulysses  more,  Alcinous  mad^e 
a  kmgly  feast,  with  banqnetings  and  music.  Then,  Ulysses 
being  seated  at  a  table  next  the  king  and  queen,  in  all  men's 
view,  after  they  had  feasted,  Alcinous  ordered  Demodorus,  the 
Tourt-singer,  to  be  called  to  sing  some  song  of  the  deeds  of 
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heroes,  to  charm  the  ear  of  Ws  guest.    Demodocus  came  Mid 
reached  las  harp,  where  it  hung  between  two  pillars  of  sUver 
and  then  the  blind  singer,  to  whom  m  recompense  ofhis  lost 
sight,  the  Muses  had  given  an  i^^^ard  discernment,  a  «>ul  and 
a  voice  to  excite  the  ifearts  of  men  and  gods  to  delight,  began 
in  grave  and  solemn  strains  to  sing  the  glones  of  men  high- 
liest  famed.     He  cliose  a  poem  whose  subject  was  the  «tern 
strife  stirred  up  between  Ulysses  and  great  Achilles  as  at  a 
banquet  sacred  to   the  gods,  in  dreadful   language,  they  ex- 
pressed Uieir  difference;  while  Agamemnon  sat  rejoiced  m 
soul  to  hear  those  Grecians  jar;  for  the  oracle  ^^  Pytho  had 
toUl  him  that  the  period  of  their  wars  m  Troy  should  then 
be,  when  tlie  kings  of  Greece,  anxious  to  arrive  at  the  wished 
cokclusion,  should  fall  to  strife,  and  contend  which  must  end 
the  war,  force  or  stratagem. 

This  brave  contention  he  expressed  so  to  the  life,  m  tne 
very  words  which  they  both  used  in  the  quarrel,  as  brought 
tears  into  tlie  eyes  of  Ulysses  at  the  remembrance  of  past  pas- 
sages  of  his  life;  and  he  held   his  large  purple  weed  before 
his  face  to  conceal  it.     Then  craving  a  cup  of  wine,  he  poured 
it  out  in  secret  libation  to  the  gods,  who  ha/i  put  into  the 
mind  of  Demoducus  unknowingly  to  do  him  so  much  honor. 
But  wJien  the  moving  poet  began  to  tell  of  other  occurrences 
wheie  Ulysses  had  been  present,  the  memory  of  his  brave  f o  - 
bwiswho  had  been  wHh  him  in  all  difficulties,  now  swal- 
.owed  up  and  lost  in  the  ooean,  and  of  those  kmgs  that  had 
f(mtrht  with  him  at  Troy,  some  of  whom  were  dead,  some 
exiles  like  himself,  forced    t.elf  so    strongly  upon  his  mj^^^^^ 
that,  forgetful  where  he  was,  he  sobbed  outright  with  passion, 
whicli  yet  he  restiaiaerl,  but  not  so  cunningly  but  Alcinous 
perceived  it,  and  without  taking  notice  of  it  to  Ulysses,  pri- 
vately gave  signs  that  Deniodocus  should  cease  from  his  smg- 

'"^'Next  followed  dancing  in  the  Phjpacian  fashion,  when 
tliev  would  show  respect  to  their  guests;  which  was  succeeded 
by  trials  of  skill,  games  of  strength,  nmning.  racing  hurling 
of  th.e  quoit,  mock  lights,  Imrlng  of  tlie  javelins  shooting  with 
the  bow- in  some  of  which  Ulysses  modestly  challenging  his 
entertainers,  performed  such  feats  of  strength  and  prowess  as 
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pas.™,  and  breatl.ed  ,ucl>  are?X  l5?3|  S."^  f* 

mention  of  eventa  toudS,i^h?T™-^^  t  ^.T"^  »'  *••« 
that  the  V«  of  a^ll  ^o  compL  "ere  '±1,^  dJl^''^ 

rtil'Lt^afr  7  '"''  he3d  Td'^SiSrftf.^ 

«c.J';3^ni;iitf;illx%TrAr* "  t 

."and  from  me  that  f  shonld  no  Ion™' kee^^nli' i^"'  ^^ 
of  what  rr  who  I  am ;  for  to  .^erTSy  St'°,^°  ^^"^ 
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have  with  auch  openness  of  friendship  embraced  my  love, 
would  argue  either  a  pusillanimous  or  an  ungratefuJ  mind  in 
Know,  then,  that  I  am  tliat  Ulysses,  o^^^O"?, '  ,P*'" 


me 


ceive  ye  have  heard  something;  who  heretofore  have  filled  the 
world  with  the  renown  of  my  policies.  I  am  he  by  whose 
counsels,  if  Fame  is  to  be  bolieved  at  all,  more  than  by  the 
united  valor  of  all  the  Grecians  Troy  foil.  T  am  tliat  un- 
happy man  whom  the  heavens  and  angry  gods  have  conspired 
to  keen  an  exile  on  the  seas,  wandorinji  to  seek  my  home 
which  'still  flies  from  me.  The  land  which  T  am  m  quest  of 
is  Ithaoa :  in  whose  ports  some  ship  belonging  to  your  navi- 
ffation-f-^med  Phseacian  state  raav  haply  at  some  time  have 
found  a  refuge  from  tempests.  Tf  ever  yon  have  experienced 
such  kindness,  requito  it  now,  by  granting  to  me,  who  nm  the 
king  of  that  land,  a  passport  to  that  land.'*  ^  ,   ,,  . 

Admiration  seized  all  the  court  of  Alcinous  t»  behold  m 
their  presence  one  of  the  number  of  those  heroes  who  foiight 
at  Trov  whose  divine  storv  had  been  made  known  to  them 
bv  songs  and  poems,  but  of  the  tnith  thov  hnd  littlo  knmvii. 
or  rather  thev  had  hitherto  accounted  those  heroic  exploits 
as  fictions  and  exaggerations  of  poets;  but  having  seen  and 
made  proof  of  the  real  TJlvsses.  they  began  to  take  those  sup- 
posed inventions  to  be  real  verities,  and  the  tale  of  Troy  to 
be  as  true  as  it  was  delightful.  t    l  ^  i.^ 

Then  kin^  Alcinous  made  answer:     "Thrice  fortunate 
ought  we  to  esteem  our  lot  in  having  soen  and  conversed  with 
a  man  of  whom  report  hath  spoken  so  loudly  but.  as  it  seems, 
nothing  bevond  the  truth.     Thoucrh  we  could  desire  no  fell 
cit^'  greater  than  to  have  you  always  among  us,  renowned 
UIv««o^   vet  vonr  desire  having  been  expressed  so  often  and 
BO  deeplv  to  return  home  we  can  de^v  von    nothmsr.  thonrrh 
to  our  own  loss.     Our  kingdom  of  Phfeacia.  as  you  know,  is 
ohieflv  rich  in  shipping.    Tn  all  pirts  of  the  woHd,  where 
there  are  navigable  sea-s  or  ships  can  pass,  our  vessels  will  be 
found.    You  cannot  name  a  con^t  to  which  thev  do  poI  ro^<M. 
Evorv  rock  and  everv  qnicksand  is  known  to  them  that  lurk* 
in  the  vast  deep.    Thev  pass  a  bird  in  flight;  and  with  such 
nnarring  certaintv  they  make  to  their  destination  that  Bome 
have  ioHA  that  thev  have  no  need  of  pilot  or  mdder,  bu*  thaf 
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their  vovjiffera.     Thns  much,  thnt  vou  mnv  not  f<»arTfn,^ 
-mirsolf  in  ot,.  of  our  P^n,ncl^n  shipg.     To-morrow    if  ?J? 

^    T71V8W.S  acJrnowlP(1ePd  kin?  Aloinous's  bonntv-  and  whiV 

'lero  a<»  ho  provo,! :  nnrl  smrco  wnifin^r  fill  }„^p  Jo+Lri,  i  j 

bpr  fn+lior's  moons  c>,p  fv,i=fp,1  l^o  ^r^ulfl   ,VnJ  f- 

fo  r.mPn.W  fo  whom  ho  0^0,^?^  iT^^    anJwho'm^TT  ''^•'^ 

"■p'm'r  flowr  of  Vhtp-^rh."  hp  rppliP<1    «  «a  tv,„w     ii  it 
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vela;  aud  all  the  rest  of  his  auditors,  if  they  had  before  enter- 
taiued  a  iiigli  respect  for  their  guest,  uow  felt  their  veueration 
lucreasea  teniold,  when  they  iearued  from  his  owu  mouth 
wliat  perils,  what  sulferauce,  what  endurance,  of  evils  beyond 
man's  strengtix  to  support,  tliis  mucli-sustainrng,  almost 
lieavenly  man,  by  the  greatness  of  his  mind  and  by  his  invin- 
cible courage,  liad  struggled  tiirough.  ,  .  .  • 
Tiie  night  was  far  spent  before  Ulysses  had  ended  his 
uiirrative,  and  with  wisliiul  glances  he  caat  iiifl  eyes  towards 
the  eiuiteru  parts,  whicii  tlie  sun  had  begun  to  liecker  with  his 
hrst  red;  for  on  the  morrow  Alcinous  had  promised  that  a 
bark  should  be  in  readiness  to  convoy  liini  to  ithaca. 

In  tiie  morning  a  vessel  well  manned  and  appointed  was 
waiting  for  Mm;  in^o  which  the  king  and    queen    heaped 
presents  of  gold  and  silver,  uuissy  plate,  apparel,  armor,  and 
whatsoever  things  of  cost  or  raxity  they  judged  would  be  most 
acceptable  to  their  guest;  and  the  sails  being  set,  Ulysses,  em- 
l.arking  with  expressior  s  of  regret,  took  his  leave  of  his  royal 
entertainers,  of  the  fair  princess   (who  had  been  his  first 
friend),  and  of  the  peers  of  Pliaeacia;  who,  crowding  down 
to  the  beach  to  have  tlie  last  sight  of  their  illustrious  visitant, 
beheld  the  gallant  ship  with  all  her  canvas  spread,  boundmg 
and  curvetting  over  tlie  waves,  like  a  horse  proud  of  his  rider, 
or  as  if  she  knew  that  in  her  rich  freightage  she  bore  Ulyssw. 
He  whose  life  past  had  been  a  series  of  disquiets,  m  seas 
among  rude  waves,  in  battles  amongst  ruder  foes,  now  slept 
securely,  forgetting  all ;  his  eyelids  bound  in  such  deep  sleep 
as  only  yielded  to  death;  aud  when  tliey  reached  the  nearest 
lihacan  port  by  the  next  morning,  he  was  still  asleep.      Tlie 
mariners,  not  willing  to  awake  him,  landed  him  softly,  and 
laid  him  in  a  cave  at  the  foot  of  an  olive  tree,  which  made  a 
shady  recess  in  that  narrow  harbor,  the  haunt  of  almost  none 
but  the  sea-nymphs,  which  are  called  Naiads;  few  ships  be- 
tore  this  Phajacian  vessel  having  put  into  that  haven,  by 
reason  of  the  difficulty  aud  narrowness  of  tiie  entrance.    Hero 
leaving  him  asleep,  an<l  disposing  in  safe  places  near  him 
the  presents  with  which  king  Alcinous  had  dismissed  him, 
they  departed  for  Fhaeacia,  where  these  wretched  mariners 
never  acain  set  foot;  but  just  as  they  arrived,  and  thought  to 
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salute  their  couutrjr  earth,  in  sight  of  their  citys  turrets  and 
feretttu    heir  returu,  their  vessel  and  all  the  mariuerH  whinh 

^  In  sS^T.ri'.^.r"^'  ^-^  stoiS'trriormjS 
^Atd  in  Hgi  I  ol  tlie  whole  rhajucian  city  where  it  vet  st^.wT 

conteinpt  which  tliuse    Pha^aeians  had    shown   in   «Sma 

Whl  'r  '""^  :''""'  ^^^  sods  had  destined  t^  d^t^X/ 
hence  it  eoiues  to  pass  Umt  the  Phaac-ians  at  tliiTdav  vm 
at  no  price  be  induced  to  lend  their  sliipsto  SL-aiLs  Vto 
become  tlie  carriers  for  otl^^r  nations,  so  h^kly^ftSvstin 
dread  the  displeasure  of  the  sea-god,  ihile  they  Z  thi  tlr 
nble  monument  ever  in  sight.  ^  *^^" 

When  Ulysses  awoke,  which  was  not  till  some  time  after 
tlie  marmers  had  departed,  he  did  not  at  first  knSw  hL  (»im 
to  again,  either  that  long  absence  had  made  itstr^^T 

I  ey^Tat^t'l'MT^^^  ''""''^  ^^^  ^'  "cfouXo^L 
^is  eyes,  that  he  should  have  greater  nleasure  hpr^^nftor  jt, 

uiscovering  his  mistake;  but  iikfa  mLi  suSy  awd^  S 
^"hisX  te  LT'f  '''  T-"^^*««  have'Lt.p:;aiS 

on  Uiose  rutlUess  men  wholdb^'c^^ht^rptTii 
of  conveying  him  home  to  his  coSy   anrpSiouslvllJ 

caiefuflv^l  .^'"'^  ^^'^'  S^''°  ^"  ^^3^  Alcinous,  which  he  s^ 
caelull^laid  up  insecure  places  near  him,  staifffemi  him^ 
Nvhujh  seemed  not  like  the  act  of  wrongful  or?SiS  m^* 
u^h  as  turn  p.rates  for  gain,  or  land  hflpless  p^e^r^^' 
.emote  coasts  to  possess  themselves  of  thei?  goX     ^ 

While  he  remamed  in  this  suspene^  there  Pam^  ««*«».• 
a  young  shepherd,  clad  in  the  W  ^k  of  apS  ^d^^^ 

t;TndThee7"wS>''"'  1^''  T^^  pnncesTdtot^SaS 

hear4te  as\\^eTai:TSS.tTlrt'  f 
are  apt  to  e«teem  those  fox  inaini;  'iS^oC  ^T SlrE^t 
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who  do  not  know  the  nam«8  of  places  which  are  familiar  to 
them,  though  perhaps  they  who  ask  ha^«i  had  no  opportimitiea 
of  knowinc,  and  mnv  have  oome  from  far  countriefl. 

"  I  had  thouglit/'  saiVl  he,  "  th..t  all  people  knew  o\ir  land. 
H  is  rocky  and  harren,  to  he  sure;  but  well  enouj;h:  it  feeds 
a  coat  or  an  ox  well ;  it  is  not  wanting  either  in  wine  or  in 
wheat;  it  has  good  ^princs  of  water,  some  fair  riverfl;  and 
wood  enoufih.  as  you  may  see:  it  is  called  Ithaca." 

Ulysses  was  joyed  enough  to  find  himself  in  his  own  coun- 
try; but  so  prudently  he  carried  his  joy,  that,  dissembling 
his  true  name  and  quality,  he  pretended  to  the  shepherd  that 
he  was  only  some  foreigner  who  by  stress  of  weather  had  put 
into  that  port ;  and  framed  on  the  sudden  a  story  to  make  it 
plausible,  how  he  had  come  from  Crete  in  a  ship  of  Phaeacia; 
when  the  vouncr  shepherd,  laughing,  and  taking  ITlyssesN 
hand  in  both  his.  said  to  Ivim  :  "  He  must  be  cunning,  T  find, 
who  thinks  to  overrench  you.  What,  cannot  you  quit  your 
wiles  and  your  subtleties,  now  that  you  are  in  a  state  of 
security?  must  the  first  word  with  which  you  salute  your 
native  earth  be  an  untruth?  and  think  you  tbat  you* are  un- 
known ?'* 

tJlvsses  looked  agnin :  and  he  saw,  not  a  shepherd,  but  a 
bejiutiful  woman,  whom  be  immediately  knew  to  be  the  god- 
dess Athene,  that  in  the  wnrs  of  Troy  had  fTrqnentlv  vouch- 
safed her  sight  to  bim ;  and  had  been  with  him  since  in  perils, 
saving  him  unseen. 

"  Tx?t  not  my  ignorance  offend  thee,  great  Athene,"  he 
cried.  "  or  move  thy  displeasure,  that  in  that  shape  T  knew 
thee  not;  since  the  skill  of  discerning  deities  is  not  attain- 
able by  wit  or  studv,  but  bard  to  be  hit  by  the  wi<;est  of  mor- 
tals. To  Icnow  thee  truly  through  all  thy  chan ecs  is  only 
given  to  tbose  whom  tboii  art  pleased  to  grace.  To  all  m«n 
thou  takest  all  likenesses.  All  men  in  their  wits  think  that 
tliev  know  thee,  and  that  they  have  thee.  Thou  art  Wisdom 
itself.  Bui  a  semblance  nf  thee,  which  is  false  \ri?f"'.iin.  often 
is  fciken  for  thee:  so  thy  counterfeit  view  appears  to  many, 
hut  thy  true  presence  to  few:  those  are  they  which,  loving 
thee  above  all,  are  in.spired  \nth  light  from  thee  to  know  thee. 
But  this  T  surely  know,  that  all  the  time  the  sons  of  Oreec<^ 
waged  war  against  Troy.  T  wm  tnndry  times  graced  with  ft(f 
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«m^arnnc«;  but  sinop  I  hare  never  been  a^e  to  set  eyes  upon 

thM "  '^       ®'^""  ^P  *"'^  ^''^  *^*  '''"■^'^'  wajitin,? 

Then  Athene  cloarorl  his  eyes,  and  he  knew  the  eronnd 
on  which  he  stood  to  be  Ithnca.  and  thnt  enve  to  be  thf  same 
wh.eh  the  people  >f  Ithaea  had  in  former  times  mnde  JS^Jd 
to  the  sea-mjnphs  and  where  he  himself  hnd  done  snerifi?es 
to  them  a  thousan.l  times:  and  full  in  his  view  stood  l^fonnt 
Nerytiis  with  all  his  woods:  «o  that  now  he  knew  for  aTr- 
taintv  that  he  was  arrived  in  hi«!  own  eountrv;  and  with  the 

kSi?g  ThJti    *'  ^"  ""^^ ""''  ^"'''•"  ^^"^^'"^  ^^^^^^ 

CHAPTER  VTTT. 

ThR    CiiANOF!    ..ROM    a  KtTCO    to    a    BKOOAR._EuM;ErTa    AND 

TTTE  Herdsmev.— TFLEMACnns 
Not  lonor  did  Athene  suffer  him  to  indul^  vnin  trans- 
ports;  but  bneflvreeojintinff  to  him   the  events    which  had 
taken  p^are  m  Tthara  during  his  ahsenee.  she  showed  him 

hJ  w  """Y  *"  ^"  ^'^"  ""']  ^^^"^'^  '^^^^  ^"t  lie  so  open.  bTt 
th.1t  before  he  were  remstnt^d  in  the  soonre-nosse^sion  of  ihZ 
he  must  encounter  manv  difficulties.  His  pnlaee,  wanti-^ 
Its  kinff.  wasbeeomp  the  resprt  of  inso^nf  nnrl  impon  .^/ 
men.  the  ehief  nobibty  of  Tthaca  and  of  the  nrljrhborinff-;.\-, 
wh<r  m  the  eonfidenee  of  Hlvsses  bnin<r  ^ond.  ermen«.„  ors 
P^?1^'>P;;-  Tim  queen  (it  was  true)  continued  siujrle  but 
was  little  better  than  a  state-prisoner  in  tho  power  of  these 

the  km^s  housp  rntber  as  owners  t^nn  <r,^r^u  l.^rdin- "L,! 
domineonnor  at  tboir  pleasure,  profnnirir  t>e  palnee  andwnfft- 
inor  tT^e  ro.-al  substance  with  their  fen.ts  and  mad  ri;?ts 
\Toreover  the  s^odfess  told  him  how.  feann-r  the  attempts  of 
niese  lawless  men  upon  ;he  person  of  bis  ronn?  son  Tele- 
maehus.  she  herself  had  put  it  into  the  heart  of  the  p'ince 
in  eo  and  seek  Ji^  fnther  in  far  countries:  how  in  the  sbaZ 
of  Mento-  she  had  borne  him  eompnnv  in  his  lon^r  seaX 
which,  though  failing,  as  she  meant  it  should  fail   in  its  firit 
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object,  had  vet  htn\  this  effprt.  that  thxoujfh  hardBhips  he  had 
learned  cnduranco,  through  experience  he  had  gathered  wis- 
dom, and  wherever  his  footsteps  had  been  he  had  left  such 
memorials  of  his  worth,  tha't  the  fame  of  TJlyssee's  son  was 
alrendy  blown  through(»ut  tie  world;  that  it  was.  now  not 
many  days  since  Teromachus  had  arrived  in  the  island,  to  the 
^Teat  joy  of  tlic  quwn  his  mother,  who  had  thought  him  dwd, 
bv  reason  of  lii«5  long  abpence,  and  had  begun  to  mourn  for 
him  with  a  grirf  <'oiinl  to  tlmt  which  slip  ondurcd  for  Ulv9s«'s: 
the  goddess  herself  having  so  ordered  the  course  of  his  adven- 
tures that  the  timo  of  his  return  should  correspond  with  the 
return  of  Ulysses,  tlint  thev  miffht  together  concert  moasurps 
how  to  repre's  the  power  and  insih-nce  of  those  wicked  suit- 
ors.   This  Dip  goddess  told  him  ;  but  of  the  particulars  of  his 
eon's  adventure-!,  of  his  having  been  detained  in  the  Delight- 
ful Islnnd,~wliirh  his  father  bad  so  lately  left,  of  Calypso  and 
her  nvTuphs,  and  the  manv  strange  ocourrencps  which  mav 
be  read  with  profit  and  dclitrlt  in  the  history  of  the  prince s 
adventures,  she  forbore  to  tell  him  as  yet.  judging  that  he 
would  hear  them  with  greater  pleasure  from  the  lips  of  his 
son.  when  ho  should  havo  him  in  an  hour  of  stillness  and 
safety    when  their  work  should  be  done,  and  none  of  their 
enemies  left  alive  to  trouble  them. 

Then  thev  sat  down,  tbe  goddess  and  Ulvsses,  at  the  foot 
of  a  wild  olive-tree,  cn-snlting  bow  tbov  miirbt  with  saf§tv 
bring  about  his  restoration.  And  when  Ulysses  revqlyed  in 
his  inind  how  that  Tiis  enemier*  were  a  mul^ibide.  and  he 
single,  be  beian  to  de«p^ond,  and  he  said,  "  T  shall  die  an  ill 
death  like  Agamemnon  Tin  the  threshold  of  my  own  house  T 
shall  perish,  like  tb.it  unfo-^unate  monarch,  slain  by  some 
one  of  my  wife's  suito-s."  "Rut  then  n'^ain  railing  to  mind 
his  ancient  couraire.  be  s'v^rctlv  wished  that  Athene  would 
but  breathe  such  a  spirit  into  his  bosom  as  she  had  inflamed 
l-ini  with  in  the  hour  of  Trov's  do-triiption.  that  he  might  en- 
counter with  three  hundred  of  thnee  imnudent  suitoTsat  once, 
an<^  sti-cw  tho  paven-ents  of  his  beautiful  palace  with  their 

bodies.  .3    « T     Ml  u 

And  Athene  knew  his  thoughts,  and  she  said.  I  will  be 
stronglv  with  thee,  if  thou  fail  not  to  do  thy  part.  And  for 
a  siffn  between  us  that  T  will  perform  my  promise,  and  for  • 
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MniDB    of    his    nuo»    «-^l'    •       ' 

••"•',,-      bO;,r;r;i,.s       ,„^,„„^       ^.^^^ 

"  '    ^     'I'^J'l  tho  Hcrnps  wliich  are 


'^'^,{^4^^^^^  <*-«•  thee,  that  th, 

'nto  a  very  old  roan      •     ,<     ^1;?^^  ^'."^.*o  »PPeapano« 
seemed  to  have  bee.,   ..■,.  c  ,nX«n     "  '"'  '''?''«  '^^  '^'^'^ 

«tren^h.     Abk),  inst- 

A  lemons  had  clothetT  '  i 

ftnd  tattered  ra.jrs  af     ■ 

stnff  supnorted  his  str, 

"8  travelling  men.lican. :  u>^(    }, 

fc'ivcn  to  them  af  rich  ni.n'»  ,].K)r«      <^n  /r«    '^"i".'"'  r""-'"  ""* 

,  To  complete  his  h  n  i  la  io'n  tndl  n'"'"  Z  ^''"  ^^•^'^'- 
»'y  6ufferin;ar,  she  next  rhr^oM  him  h,  l\  ^T^  ^''.  obedience 
go  and  pr^ent  hi,n«elf  to  h  s  old  h  J'"  ^^''S''^'  "t*'""*  *<> 
hnjl  the  care  of  his  swin.  nn  his  cat  l7  n?n^'  /!'"'*"»'  ^^^ 
ful  -'toward  to  hin)  all  Iho  time  of  M  ',  " '  ''^"^  ''^'"  «  'aith- 
chaj  ;in^  Ulvsses  that  l-e  «h  X  eveutSf  t'''^"  "^^^^'^ 
to  h,.  own  son.  whom  she  wo  Id  JenV  *'\  "'^  "'""  ''"' 

oocn_s,on,  the  goddes,  ^-ent  her  taT      ^"  '"'"  ^^■'""  ^'>^'  "^^ 

the  hS^;^j'U;ii^-  b  ai^i^T^"^'^  ^^  ^'-  -^^^-  ^f 

of  which  Eum«us  kept  manv  Irt  *^^  ^T°*  T'^^  ^^^  ^^P* 
the  cattle,  flew  witropen  mLn,s'!,:r',^°'  ^^'  ^'""'"^^^^^  ^ 
animals  have  often-timeS  an  anTiThy  Z^C  'K'!  'f  "'^'^ 
thin£^  like  a  becffar  nnrl  wn„i,^  u  ^  •  ^^  t"*^  «'pht  of  anv- 
their  teeth,  iimZs^llZt\  aH  '^"^  ^'"^  '°  P'«»8  Jih 
«tair.  which  had  S^proTok  f  th.l^'"''^"^  ^'^^  »''« 

^own  in  a  careless  faBhiJntmon  th-^    "T*  u"*^  ^"^^  '^^"'««I' 
F-me  serious  hurt  had  certaXfl  T""']'  ,^"*  ^"^  «"  that 
the  doffs  were,  had  not  th.    S^^    '^one  to  him.  so  raging 
the  dogs  had  f;^hedm!tStRo?4^^ 
thrr^ing  of  stonos  repressed  them  "''""tmg  and  with 

He  said,  when  he  saw  TT1vh<w»«  «  ni  i  /  i.. 
^ere  to  being  torn  in  piecJ  ^7;^  ^'*  T'-    "^^'  "^^  ^ou 

never  have  forgi^n  mSf  if^wll'"'^'  ?T '  ^  ^^^^^'^ 
""^r  had  happened  to  yon  But  W  "'^^*  ^L^  "'^'"^  »n^ 
-n.  care.  .  my  porti^.^,  . '^ n!;-^^^"^^^^    - 
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iiol  atten(lin^'  to  cvervthiiig:  while  here  1  lie  grieving  and 
mouiuiug  for  Uie  abs.'iice  of  ihat  majesty  which  ouoe  ruled 
iiere,  anil  aiu  forced  to  fatten  hia  awine  and  hid  cattle  for 
loud  U)  fvil  men,  wlio  liate  liim  and  who  wiah  Ida  death ;  when 
i)<  pt'ihiipo  btraya  up  juid  down  tlie  world,  and  has  not  where- 
with to  appeasHj  hunger,  if  indeed  he  yet  Uvea  (which  is  a 
question)  and  enjoys  tl*e  dieerfui  light  of  the  son."  This  lie 
said,  liltlo  tliiukiug  tliut  he  of  whom  he  spoke  now  stood  be- 
fore him.  ami  that  in  that  uncouth  diisguise  and  beggarly 
obscurity  waa  present  the  hidden  majesty  of  Ulysses. 

Then  he  had  his  guest  into  the  bouse,  and  set  meat  and 
drink  before  him  ;  and  Ulysses  said,  "  May  Jove  and  all  the 
other  gods  r^uitt-  you  for  the  kind  sDeeches  and  hospitable 
usage  whicli  you  liave  shown  mel" 

Eumfflus  made  answer,  "  My  poor  guest,  if  one  in  much 
*'orse  pi  ght  than  yourself  had  arrived  here,  it  were  a  shame 
to  such  6cauty  means  as  I  have,  if  I  had  let  hiiu  depart  with- 
out entertdiniug  i..  ii  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Poor  men, 
and  such  as  have  no  houses  of  their  own,  are  by  Jove  himself 
recommended  to  our  care.  But  the  clieer  wluch  we  tliat  are 
servants  to  otlier  mtu  have  to  bestow  is  but  sorry  at  most, 
yet  frt'ei)  ud  lovingly  I  give  it  you.  Indeed,  iliere  '  ace 
luled  l.ere  a  man,  wliose  return  the  gods  have  set  their  ffn-efe 
agaijuit,  who,  if  lie  had  been  suffered  to  reign  in  :>eace  and 
gi'jw  old  among  us,  would  have  been  kind  to  me  tnd  mine. 
iJui  he  is  gouo;  luid  for  his  sake  would  to  God  that  the  vhole 
posterity  of  llel^'n  migiit  pei  sh  wlli  lier,  since  in  her  q  arrel 
80  many  worthies  have  perished!  i3ut  sue-:  as  y>w  fare  is, 
eat  it,  and  be  welrome— such  lean  bea&ts  as  are  !(►  d  for  ji'or 
herdsmen.  The  fattest  go  to  feed  tlie  voracious  tomachs  of 
the  queen's  suitors.  8hamo  on  their  \mwoi  iiii  ss!  There 
is  no  day  in  which  two  or  li.ree  of  tlio  noblest  'f  .he  herd  are 
not  slain  to  support  tiv*"':  feasts  and  tli-^^  surfeits." 

Ulysses  gave  goou  f  .  to  his  words ;  iuiu  as  h«  ate  his  meat, 
he  even  tore  it  ana  ivuc  it  with  his  teelh,  ior  meo-e  vexation 
that  his  fat  cattle  should  be  slain  to  glut  tlie  ap  >etites  of  those 
godless  suitors.  And  he  said,  "  What  chief  o  *  hat  ruler  is 
this  that  thou  ■  tiiuiiendest  so  highly,  and  f-  ye^  vua.  he  per- 
ished at  Troy  r  1  am  but  a  stranger  in  th*  ^  arts.  It  may 
Se  I  have  heard  of  some  such  in  my  long  travek  " 
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Lumffius  answered,  «  Old  father,  never  any  one  of  all  the 
strangers  that  have  come  t.>  our  co^ist  witirnews  of  Ulysses 
being  alive  could  gain  credit  with  the  queen  or  her  son  yet 
Ihe^e  travelers,  to  get  raiment  or  a  meal,  will  not  stick  to 
invent  any  he.     Truth  is  not  the  commodity  they    deal   in 

ceives  all  tliat  come  graciously,  hears  their  stories,  inquires 
all  she  can,  but  all  ends  in  teaxs  and  dissatisfaction!  But  in 
(iod  s  name,  old  father,  if  you  have  got  a  tale,  make  the  most 
ont,  It  may  gain  you  a  cloak  or  a  coat  from  somebody  to 
keep  you  warm;  but  for  him  who  is  tlie  subject  of  it.  dom 
and  vultures  ong  since  have  torn  him  limb  from  limb,  S 
j<ome  great  fish  at  sea  has  devoured  liim,  or  he  lieth  with  no 
better  monument  upon  his  bones  than  the  sea-sand.     But  for 

TJT  r  ^^"^  "i^  °^  "^^''  ^^'"^  ^'^  created;  for  1  never 
shall  find  80  kind  a  royal  master  more;  not  if  mv  father  or 
my  mother  could  come  again  and  visit  me  froi/the  tomb, 
«j)uld  my  eyes  be  so  blessed,  as  they  should  be  with  theS 
of  him  again,  coming  as  from  the  dead.    Jn  his  last  rest  mv 

^hth  J;  hf  i'^'^'"''  ^  '^'^  '^^^^"^  ^"^'  ^^  ^'>ve  and  care 
which  he  had  to  me  a  poor  man;  and  if  1  knew  surely  that 
he  were  pa^t  all  shores  tliat  the  sun  shines  upon,  1  would  in- 
voke  him  as  a  deified  tiling." 

For  this  saying  of  Eumajus  the  waters  stood  in  Ulysses's 
ej^  and  he  said,  "  My  friend,  to  say  and  to  affirm  posiS 
tat  he  ciumofc  be  alive  is  to  give  too  much  license  to  incredu- 
lity,    i^or,  not  to  speak  at  random,  but  witii  as   much   sol- 

Zurl  "^  r  °v.**^'  '^"If  ^'.  ^  '^y  ^  y«"  «'at  Ulysses  shall 
return;  and  whenever  that  day  shall  be,  then  shall  you  give 
to  lije  a  cloak  and  a  coat;  but  till  then,  I  will  not  receive  so 
much  a^  a  thread  of  a  garment,  but  rather  go  naked;  for  no 
less  than  the  gates  of  hell  do  1  h«te  tliat  mln  whom  poverty 

T^i""^  \'. '-^  ^  ^^^"^*^-    ^'  '^^'^  ^^'^  ^itoess    to    my 
Hoids,  that  this  very  year,  nay,  ere  this  month  be  fully  ended 
your  eyes  shall  behold  Ulysses,  dealing  vengeance  in^hSown 
palace  upon  the  wrongers  of  his  wifetnd  his  son." 

lo  give  the  better  credence  to  his  words,  he  amuseo 
Eum^us  with  a  forged  story  of  his  life;  f eigniig  of  Si 
that  he  was  a  Cretan  bom,  and  one  that  Tent^^Idom^ 
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h  the  wars  of  Troy.  Also  he  said  that  he  knew  Ulysses,  and 
related  various  paasages  which  he  alleged  to  have  happened 
betwixt  Ulypses  and  himaelf;  which  were  either  true  m  the 
main,  as  having  really  happened  between  Ulysses  and  some 
other  person,  or  were  so  like  to  truth,  as  corresponding  with 
the  known  character  and  actions  of  Ulysses,  that  Eumaeuss 
incredulity  waa  not  a  little  shaken.  Among  other  things,  he 
asserted  that  he  had  lately  been  entertained  in  the  court  of 
Thesprotia,  where  the  king^s  son  of  the  country  had  told  him 
that  Ulysses  had  been  there  but  just  before  him,  and  was  gone 
upon  a  voyage  to  the  oracle  of  Jove  in  Dodona,  whence  he 
should  shortly  return,  and  a  ship  would  be  ready  by  the 
bouniy  of  the  Theeprotians  to  convoy  him  straight  to  Ithaxja. 
•♦  And  in  token  that  what  I  tell  you  is  true,"  said  Ulysses,  if 
your  king  come  not  within  the  period  which  I  have  named, 
you  shall  have  leave  to  give  your  servants  commandment  to 
take  my  old  carcafis,  and  throw  it  headlong  from  some  steep 
rock  into  the  sea,  that  poor  men,  taking  example  by  rne»  "^ay 
fear  to  lie."  But  Eumaeus  made  answer  that  that  should  be 
small  satisfaction  or  pleasure  to  him. 

So  while  they  sat  discoursing  in  this  manner,  supper  wai 
served  in,  and  the  servants  of  the  herdsman,  who  had  been 
out  all  day  in  the  fields,  came  in  to  supper,  and  took  their 
seats  at  the  fire,  for  the  night  waa  bitter  and  frosty.  After 
supper,  Ulysses,  who  had  well  eaten  and  drunken,  and  waa 
refreshed  vdth  the  herdsman's  good  cheer,  was  resolved  to  try 
whether  his  hosf  s  hospitality  would  extend  to  the  lending  him 
a  good  warm  mantle  or  rug  to  cover  him  in  the  night  season; 
and  framing  an  artful  tale  for  the  purpose,  in  a  merry  mood, 
filling  a  cup  of  Greek  wine,  he  thus  began : 

"  I  will  tell  you  a  story  of  your  kind  Ulysses  and  myself, 
If  there  is  ever  a  time  when  a  man  may  have  leave  to  tell  his 
own  stories,  it  is  when  he  has  drunken  too  muck  Strong 
liquor  driveth  the  fool,  and  moves  even  the  heart  of  the  wi«e, 
moves  and  impels  him  to  sing  and  to  dance,  and  break  forth 
in  pleasant  laughters,  and  perchance  to  prefer  a  speech  too 
which  were  better  kept  in.  When  the  heart  is  open,  the 
tongue  will  be  stirring.  But  you  shall  hear.  We  led  our 
powers  to  ambush  once  under  the  walls  of  Troy. 

The  herdsmen  crowded  about  him  eager  to  hear  anything 
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which  related  to  their  king  Ulyssea  and  the  wars  of  Troy, 
and  thus  he  went  on: 

"  I  remember,  Ulysses  and  Menelaus  had  the  direction  of 
that  eut^rise,  and  they  were  pleased  to  join  me  with  thertx 
in  the  command.  I  was  at  that  time  in  some  repute  among 
men,  though  fortune  has  played  me  a  trick  since,  as  you  may 
perceive.  But  I  was  somebody  in  those  times,  and  could  do 
something.  Be  that  as  it  may,  a  bitter  freezing  night  it  was, 
such  a  night  as  this;  the  air  cut  like  steel,  and  the  sleet  gath- 
ered on  our  shields  like  crystal.  There  were  some  twenty 
of  us,  that  lay  close  crouched  down  among  the  reeds  and  bul- 
rushes tliat  grew  in  tiie'moat  that  goes  round  the  city.  The 
rest  of  us  made  tolerable  shift,  for  every  man  had  been  care- 
ful to  bring  with  him  a  good  cloak  or  mantle  to  wrap  over 
his  armor  and  keep  himself  warm;  but  I,  as  it  chanced,  had 
left  my  cloak  behind  me,  as  not  expecting  tiiat  the  night 
would  prove  so  cold ;  or  rather  I  beileve  because  I  had  at  that 
time  a  brave  suit  of  new  armor  on,  which,  being  a  soldier, 
and  having  some  of  the  soldier's  vice  about  me — vanity — I 
was  not  willing  should  be  hidden  under  a  cloak ;  but  1  paid 
for  my  indiscretion  with  my  sufffifings,  for  with  the  incle- 
ment night,  and  the  wet  of  the  diteh  in  which  we  lay,  1  was 
well-nigh  frozen  to  death ;  and  when  I  could  endure  no  bnger, 
I  jogged  Ulysses,  who  was  neat  to  me,  and  had  a  nimble  ear, 
and  made  kiiown  my  case  to  him,  assuring  him  that  1  must 
inevitably  perish.  He  answered  in  a' low  whisper,  'Hush, 
lest  any  Greek  should  hear  you,  and  take  notice  of  your  soft- 
ness.' Not  a  word  more  he  said,  but  showed  as  if  he  had  no 
pitjr  for  the  plight  I  was  in.  But  he  .ma  as  considerate  as 
Jie  was  brave;  and  even  then,  as  he  lay  with  his  head'reposing 
upon  his  hand,  he  was  meditating  how  to  relieve  me,  witKbut 
expojing  my  weakness  to  the  soldiers.  At  last,  raising  up 
his  head,  he  made  as  if  he  had  been  asleep,  and  said, '  Friends, 
1  have  been  warned  in  a  dream  to  send  to  the  fleet  to  king 
Agamemnon  for  a  supply,  to  recQiit  our  numbers,  for  we  are 
not  sufficient  for  iliis  entexprise';  and  th«y  believing  him, 
one  Thoas  was  despatehed  on  that  errand,  who  doparting,  for 
more  speed,  as  Ulysses  had  foreseen,  left  his  upper  garment 
J-ehind  him,  a  good  warm  mantle,  to  which  I  sucQseded,  and 
by  the  help  of  it  got  througK"  the  night  with  credit.    This 
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shift  TJlyeees  made  for  one  in  need,  and  would  to  heaven  that 
I  had  now  that  strength  in  my  limbs  which  made  me  in  those 
days  to  be  accounted  fit  to  be  a  leader  under  TJlyssesl  I 
should  not  then  want  the  loan  of  a  cloak  or  a  mantle,  to  wrap 
about  me  and  shield  my  old  limbs  from  the  nigfil  air." 

The  tale  pleaeed  the  herdsmen;  and  Eumaeus,  who  more 
than  all  the  rest  was  gratjfied  to  hoar  tales  of  TJlysses,  true 
or  false,  said  that  for  his'stary  he  deserved  a  mantle,  and  a 
night's  lod^injr,  which  he  should  have;  and  he  spread  for 
him  n  bed  of  goat  and  sheep  skins  by  the  fire;  and  the  seem- 
ing beprgar.  who  was  indeed  the  true  TTlyssea,  lay  down  and 
slept  under  that  poor  roof,  in  that  abject  disguise  to  which 
the  will  of  Athene  had  subjected  him. 

Wlion  morning  was  come.  Ulysses  made  offer  to  depart,  aa 
if  he  were  not  willing  to  burden  his  host's  hospitalitv  anv 
longer,  biit  said  that  he  would  go  and  try  the  humanity  of 
the  townsfolk,  if  any  there  would  be^w  upon  him  a  bit  of 
bread  or  a  cup  of  drink.  Perhaps  the  queen's  suitors,  he 
said,  out  of  their  full  feai5ts.  would  bestow  a  scrap  on  him; 
for  ]'('  could  wait  at  table,  if  need  were,  and  play  the  nimble 
ftervincr-man ;  he  could  fetch  wood,  he  said,  or  build  a  fire, 
prepare  roast  meat  or  boiled,  mix  the  wine  with  water,  or  do 
any  of  those  oflRoes  which  recomjnended  poor  men  like  him 
to  sfvir'cs  in  great  men's  houses. 

"Alas!  poor  giiest,"  said  Eumaeus.  "vou  know  not  what 
vou  speak.  What  should  so  poor  and  old  a  man  as  you  do 
it  the  suitors'  tables?  Tbeir  light  minds  are  not  jriven  to 
.•«uch  grave  servitors.  Thev  mu«t  have  vouth.  richly  tricked 
oiit  in  flowingr  vests,  with  curled  hair,  lie  so  manv  of  Jove's 
cup-bearers,  to  fill  out  the  wine  to  them  as  thev  sit  at  table, 
and  "to  shift  their  trenchers.  Their  gorged  insolence  woxild 
but  despjse  and  make  "a  mock  at  thy  age.  Stay  here.  Per- 
haps the  queon.  or  Telemachus.  hiearinir  of  thy  arrijal,  may 
send  to  til  CO  of  their  bounty. 

As  he  spnke  these  words,  the  steps  of  one  crnssinr  the 
front  court  were  heard,  and  a  noise  of  the  doTS  fawTifne  and 
leapin?  about  as  for  joy:  bv  which  token  Eumneus  guessed 
that  it  was  the  prince,  who.  hearing  of  a  traveller  being  arriv- 
ed at  Eumppus's  cottage  that  brought  tidings  of  his  father, 
was  come  to  search  the  truth ;  and  Eumapus  said,  "  It  is  the 
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tread  of  Telemachus,  the  son  of  king  TJlyBees/*  Before  h« 
could  well  speak  the  words,  the  prince  was  at  the  door,  whom 
Ulysses  rising  to  receive,  Telemachus  would  not  suflfer  that 
so  aged  a  man,  as  he  appeared,  should  rise  to  do  reroect  to 
him,  but  he  courteously  and  reverently  took  him  by  the  hand 
and  inclined  his  head  to  him,  as  if  he  had  surely  known  that 
it  was  Ins  father  indeed ;  but  Ulysses  covered  his  eyes  with 
his  hands,  that  he  might  not  show  the  waters  wihdch  stood  in 
them.  And  Telemachus  said,  « Is  this  the  man  who  can  tell 
us  tidings  of  the  king  my  father  ?" 

"  He  brags  himself  to  be  a  Cretan  bom,"  said  BunuBus, 
"  and  that  he  has  been  a  soldier  and  a  traveller,  but  whether 
he  speak  the  truth  or  not  li-  alone  can  tell.  But  whataoever 
he  has  been,  what  he  is  now  is  apparent.  Such  as  he  appears, 
I  give  him  to  you;  do  what  you  will  with  him;  his  boast  at 
present  is  that  he  is  at  the  verv  beet  a  supplicant." 

"Be  he  what  he  may,"  said  Telemachus,"!  accept  him 
at  your  hands.  But  where  I  should  bestow  him  I  know  not, 
seeing  that  in  the  palace  his  age  would  not  exempt  him  from 
the  scorn  and  contempt  which  my  mother's  suitors  in  th«r 
light  minds  would  be  sure  to  fling  upon  him ;  a  mercv  if  he 
escaped  without  blows ;  for  they  are  a  company  of  evil  men, 
whot^  profession  is  wrongs  and  violence." 

Ulysses  answered :  "  Since  it  is  free  for  any  man  to  speak 
m  presence  of  your  greatness,  I  must  say  that' my  heart  puts 
on  a  wolfish  inclination  to  tear  and  to  devour,  hearing  your 
speech,  that  these  suitors  should  with  such  injustice  rage, 
where  you  should  have  the  rule  solely.  What  should  the 
cause  be?  Do  you  wilfully  give  wav  to  their  ill  manners? 
Or  has  your  government  been  such  as  has  procured  ill-will 
towards  you  from  your  people?  Or  do  you  mistrust  your 
kinsfolk  and  friends  in  such  sort,  as.  without  trial,  to  decline 
their  aid  ?  A  man's  kindred  are  they  that  he  might  trust  to 
when  extremities  run  high." 

Telemachus  replied,  "  The  kindred  of  Ulysses  are  few.  I 
have  no  brothers  to  assist  me  in  the  strife ;  but  the  suitore  are 
powerful  in  kindred  and  fn'pnds.  The  hnusp  of  old  Arresius 
has  had  this  fate  from  the  heavens,  that  from  old  it  still  has 
been  supplied  with  single  heirs.  To  Arcesius,  Laertes  only 
was  bom ;  from  Laertes  descended  only  Ulysses ;  from  Ulyssei 
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I  alone  have  apnuig,  whom  he  left  ao  yonng  tHat  from  me 
never  comfort  arose  to  him.  But  the  end  of  all  rcBta  in  the 
hands  of  the  gods/* 

Then  Eumaeus  departing  to  see  to  some  necessary  business 
of  his  herds,  Athene  took  a  woman's  shajie,  and  stood  in  the 
entry  of  the  door,  and  was  seen  to  TTlysses,  but  by  his  son  she 
was  not  been,  for  the  presences  of  the  gods  are  invisible  save 
to  those  to  whom  tliey  will  to  reveal  themselves.     Neverthe- 
less, the  dogs  which  were  about  the  door  saw  the  goddess  and 
durst  not  bark,  but  went  crouching  and  licking  of  the  dnst 
for  fear.     And  giving  signs  to  Ulysses  that  the  time  was  now 
oome  in  which  he  should  make  himself  known  to  his  son,  by 
her  great  power  she  changed  back  his  shape  into  the  same 
which  it  was  before  she  transformed  him ;  and  Telemnchns, 
who  saw  the  change,  but  nothing  of  the  manner  by  which  it 
was  effected,  only  he  saw  the  appearance  of  a  king  in  the  vigor 
of  his  age  where  but  just  now  ho  had  een  a  worn  and  decrppit 
beggar,  was  struck  with  fear,  and  said,  "  Some  god  has  done 
this  house  this  honor,*'  and  he  turned  away  his  eyes,  and  would 
have  worshipped.     But  his  father  permitted  not,  but  said, 
"Look  better  at  me.     I  am  no  deity,  why  put  you  upon  me 
the  reputation  of  godhead  ?    T  am  no  more  but  thy  father:  I 
am  even  he.     I  am  that  Ulysses  by  reason  of  whose  absence 
thy  youth  has  beon   exposed  to   sucli  wroncrs  from  injurious 
men.**    Then  kissed  he  his  son,  nor  could  any  longer  refrain 
those  tears  which  he  had  held  under  such  mighly  restraint 
before,  though  they  would  ever  be  forcing  themselves  out  in 
spite  of  him  ;  but  now.  as  if  thoir  ^*lvices  had  burst,  thev  e:ime 
out  like  rivers,  pouring  upon  the  warm  cheeks  of  his  son. 
Nor  yet  by  all  these  violent  arguments  could  Telemachus  be 
persuaded  to  believe  that  it  was  his  father,  but  he  said  some 
deity  had  taken  that  shape  to  mock  him ;  for  he  aflRrmed  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  man.  who  is  sustained  by  mor- 
tal food,  to  change  his  shnpe  so  in  a  moment  from  age  to 
youth :  "  for  but  now,"  said  he.  "  you  were  all  wrinkles,  and 
were  old.  and  now  you  look  as  the  gods  are  pictured.*' 

His  father  replied:  "Admire,  but  fear  not.  and  know 
me  to  be  at  all  parts  substantially  thy  father,  who  in  the 
inner  powers  of  his  mind,  and  the  unseen  workings  of  a 
father's  love  to  thee,  answers  to  his  outward  shape  and  pr»- 
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fence !  There  ghaU  no  more  TTlyMefl  cMne  bere.  I  am  He 
that  after  twentv  yearfi'  absence,  and  gufferinff  a  world  of  iU 
have  Recovered  at  la.t  the  sight  of  my  country  earth.  It  waa 
the  will  of  Athene  thak  I  should  be  changed  as  you  saw  me. 
hhe  put  mo  thus  together;  she  pufe  together  or  takes  to  piecet 
whom  she  pleaaes.  It  is  in  the  law  of  her  free  power  to  do 
It:  sometimes  to  show  hor  favorites  under  a  cloud,  and  poor 
nnd  again  to  restore  to  them  their  ornaments.  The  gods 
laiso  and  throw  down  men  with  eaae." 

wnvTIZ  7*l7^^"?.7'l'1^^'old  out  no  longer,  hut  he  gave 
wav  now  to  a  full  belief  nnd  persuasion  of  that  which  for  jot 
at  first  he  could  not  credit,  that  it  wa^  indeed  his  true  and 
very  father  that  stood  before  him ;  and  they  embraced,  and 
mingled  their  toars. 

Then  said  TTlyssej?.  «  Tell  me  who  these  suitors  are,  what 

-ff  J^T  ".r  '''if'  ^""^  ^''^  '*^"'^''  *^e  queen  thv  mother 
affcrfed  by  them  ?** 

<:  x-^^^  i^^''"  ^^"""^  ^*'"  ''"  exnocfation,"  said  Telemach'is, 
which  she  nover  means  to  fulfil,  that  she  will  accept  the 
hand  of  some  one  of  them  in  second  nuptials;  for  she  fears 
to  displease  thorn  hv  an  abfH)lute  refusal.  So  from  dav  to 
d:,v  she  linger,  them  on  with  hope,  which  thev  are  conf«it 
to  hear  the  deferring  of,  while  thev  have  entertainment  at 
free  cost  m  our  palace. 

Then  said  TTlvsses.  "PecVon  up  their  numbers  that  we 
mav  know  their  strength  and  ours,  if  we  having  none  but  our- 
«olvos  mnv  hope  to  prevail  against  them  " 

«0  fntl.er,"  ho  replied.  «T  have  oft-fimes  heard  of  vour 
fnmo  for  wisdom,  and  of  the  great  strength  of  vour  arm,  hut 
tho  ventiirons  mind  which  vour  spooohos  now  indioa+o  moves 
me  oven  to  amazement :  for  in  nowise  can  it  consist  with  wi«.. 
dom  or  abound  mind  that  two  should  trv  their  strenrths 
n-iost  a  host.  "N-or  five,  or  ten.  or  twice  ten  stron?  are  these 
civtors.  hnt  manv  more  hv  much  :  from  T>ulichium  came  there 
Mtv  ari^  two.  fhov  and  thoir  sPrvant«:  twice  iwnlve  orm^fl 
tho  seas  hifhor  from  Samos;  from  Zac^-nthus  twice  fen-  of 
onr  native  Tthaoans.  men  of  chief  note,  are  twelve  who  aspire 
to  tho  crown  nf  Popplono:  and  all  those  nndor  one  «.tron- 
roof  a^  fparful  odds  aorainst  two?  Mv  father,  there  fs  need 
of  caution,  Teat  the  cup  which  vour  great  mind  so  thirsts  to 
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laste  of  vengeance  prove  bitter  to  yourtielf  in  the  drinking. 
And  tlierel'ore  it  were  well  that  we  should  bethink  us  of  some 
one  who  might  assist  us  in  this  undertaking/' 

"  Thinkest  thou,"  said  his  f atlier,  "  if  we  had  Athene  and 
the  king  of  skies  to  be  our  friends,  would  their  sufficiencies 
iuake  strong  our  part;  or  must  we  look  out  for  some  further 
aid  yet  V* 

"  They  you  speak  of  are  above  the  clouds,"  said  Telemsp 
chus,  "  and  are  sound  aids  indeed ;  as  powers  that  not  only 
exceed  human,  but  bear  the  chiefest  sway  among  the  gods 
themselves." 

Then  Ulysses  gave  directions  to  his  son  to  go  and  mingle 
with  the  suitors,  and  in  novrise  to  impart  his  secret  to  any, 
not  even  to  the  queen  his  mother,  but  to  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness, and  to  have  his  weapons  and  his  good  armor  in  preparer 
tion.  And  he  charged  him  that  when  he  himself  should  come 
to  the  palace,  as  he  meant  to  follow  shortly  after,  and  present 
himself  in  his  beggar's  likeness  to  the  suitors,  that  whatever 
he  should  see  which  might  grieve  liis  heart,  with  what  foul 
usage  and  contumelious  language  soever  the  suitors,  should 
receive  his  father,  coming  in  that  shape,  though  they  should 
strike  and  drag  him  by  the  heels  along  the  floors,  that  he 
should  not  stir  nor  make  offer  to  oppose  them,  further  than 
by  mild  words  to  expostulate  with  them,  until  AUiene  from 
heaven  should  give  the  sign  which  should  be  the  prelude  to 
their  deetruction.  And  Telemachus,  promising  to  obey  his 
instructions,  departed ;  and  the  shape  of  Ulysses  fell  to  what 
it  had  been  before,  and  he  became  to  all  outward  appearance 
a  beggar,  in  base  and  beggarly  attire. 

CHAPTEK   IX. 

The  QuEBaf's  Suitors. — Thb   Battle  of  the  BBoaABS. 

The   Abmok    taken    down.  —  The    Mbbtino    with 
Penelope. 

FsoM  the  house  of  Eumaeus  the  seeming  b^gar  took  his 
way,  leaning  on  his  staff,  tUl  he  reached  the  ptdaoe,  entering 
in  at  the  Imil,  where  the  suitors  sat  at  meat.    They  in  the 
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pride  of  their  ieuutiug  begau  to  break  their  jests  in  mirthful 
luaiiner,  when  they  saw  one  looking  so  poor  and  so  aged 
approach.  He,  wluo  ejcpected  no  better  entertainment,  waa 
uuDiiiiig  moved  at  their  behavior,  but,  as  became  the  oharac- 
ter  wliiuh  he  had  asdumed,  in  a  suppliant  poature  crept  by 
turns  to  every  suitor,  and  held  out  hia  hands  lor  some  charity^ 
with  such  >-  natural  and  beggar-resembling  grace  that  he 
iight  se'  ui  to  have  practised  bt^ging  all  his  life;  yet  there 
wari  a  sort  ol  dignity  in  hia  most  abject  stoopings,  that  who- 
ever had  seen  Jiiiu  would  have  said,  '*  If  it  had  pleased  heaven 
tiiat  this  poor  man  had  been  born  a  king,  he  would 
gracelully  iiave  filled  a  throne."  And  some  pitied  him,  and 
Bome  gave  him  alms,  as  their  present  humors  inclined  them; 
ijut  tlie  greater  part  reviled  him,  and  bade  him  begone,  as  one 
tljut  spoiled  tlieir  feast;  for  the  presence  of  misery  has  this 
power  with  it,  that,  while  it  stays,  it  can  dash  and  overturn 
the  mirth  even  of  those  who  feel  no  pity  or  wish  to  relieve  it; 
Nature  bearing  this  witness  of  herself  in  the  hearts  of  the 
most  obduiate. 

Aow  Telemachus  sat  at  meat  with  the  suitors,  and  knew 
that  it  w  as  the  long  his  father  who  in  that  shape  begged  an 
alms;  and  when  his  father  came  and  presented  himaeli  before 
Jiim  in  turn,  as  he  had  done  to  the  smtors  one  by  one,  he  gave 
him  of  his  own  meat  wiiich  he  had  in  his  dish,and  of  hia  own 
cup  to  drink.  And  the  suitors  were  past  measure  offended 
to  see  a  pitiful  beggar,  as  they  esteemed  him,  .to  be  so  choicely 
J  egarded  by  the  prince. 

Then  Antinous,  who  was  a  great  lord,  and  of  chief  note 
among  the  suitors,  said,  "  Prince  Telem*chus  does  ill  to  en- 
courage these  wandering  beggars,  who  go  from  place  to  place, 
alhriuiug  that  they  have  been  some  considerable  penona  in 
their  time,  filling  the  ears  of  such  as  hearken  to  them  with 
lies,  and  pressing  with  their  bold  feet  into  kings*  palacee. 
This  is  some  saucy  vagr  bond,  some  travelling  Egyptian." 

"  1  see,"  said  Ulysses,  "  that  a  poor  man  ahould  get  but 
Little  at  your  board;  scarce  should  he  get  salt  from  your 
Jjanda,  if  he  brought  his  own  meat." 

Lord  Antinous,  indignant  to  be  answered  with  such  sharp- 
ness by  a  supposed  beggar,  snatched  up  a  stool,  with  which 
he  smote  Ulysses  where  the  neck  and  shoulders  join.    Thii 
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nwige  mov«»d  not  TTIysses;  hnt  in  Tiig  creat  henH  he  meditrttefl 
deep  evils  to  come  upon  them  all.  which  for  a  time  miwt  be 
kept  close,  and  he  went  and  sat  himself  down  in  the  (doorway 
in  eat  of  that  which  was  jriven  him  ;  and  he  said,  "  For  life  or 
nossessions  a  man  will  fiprht.  htit  for  his  belly  this  man  smites, 
Tf  a  poor  man  has  nnv  crod  to  take  his  vfwt  my  lord  Antinons 
shall  not  live  to  be  the  queen's  hnsband." 

Then  Antinous  raped  hicrhlv,  and  threatened  to  drajr  hfm 
bv  the  heels  and  to  rend  his  rasrs  abont  his  ears,  if  he  ipoke 
another  word. 

But  the  other  suitors  did  in  nowise  approve  of  the  harsh 
tBX\f^mffP.  nor  of  the  blow  wbiob  Antinnns  bnfi  doilf;  rmd 
some  of  thorn  said.  "  Who  knows  but  one  of  the  doities  croed 
fibont  hid  under  thot  poor  disoiiise?  for  in  the  likeness  of 
poor  piWims  the  srods  have  mnnv  times  descended  to  trv  the 
dispositions  of  men.  whether  thev  be  humane  or  impious.** 
While  tbesp  thin<Ts  pnsscd.  Telemaehus  sat  and  observed  all. 
but  held  his  peace,  remembering  the  instructions  of  his 
fa+ber.  But  secretlv  be  waited  fo^  the  sifrri  which  Athene 
wns  +o  cpTiil  from  heaven. 

That  dnv  there  followeri  TTlvPses  to  the  court  one  of  the 
common  sort  of  her^rnrs.  Tru"  bv  nnme.  one  that  bad  r^yeived 
nlms  beforetimcs  of  the  suitors,  and  was  their  ordinary  sport, 
when  tbev  were  ipelined.  a«  that  dav.  to  (yive  wav  to  mirth, 
to  see  biTP  ont  nrtd  drink-  for  he  had  the  nnnefife  of  pit  i^o'i. 
was  of  bnore  stature  and  proportions  of  bodv:  yet  had  in 
bim  po  spirit  nor  courage  of  a  man.  This  man.  thinkin"'  to 
enrrv  faror  with  the  suitors,  and  recommend  himself  iwpee'- 
r]h'  if)  sneh  a  grreat  lord  as  Antinous  was.  bep^n  to  revile  and 
cforr  TTlvsses.  puttip^^  foul  lauTuan-e  upop  bim.  and  fnirlv 
c^allenffingr  him  to  fiorht  with  the  fist.  But  TTlv«oes.  deemiu" 
^is  railings  t^  be  nothinsr  more  than  ieilonsv  and  that  envious 
fJisposition  whieb  begrrrars  commonlv  manifest  to  brothers  ip 
f^'ei"  trarle.  milrJlv  Tiocmm'bf  Tiim  -pof  fo  frn"Mri  1iim  >»nt  ^-v 
'^uiov  that  portion  whieb  the  libcralitr  of  their  euterfnir.ors 
"flve  bitn  ae  }yt>  riirl  nuietlv :  sppinor  tbnt.  of  their  bouutv.  t^ere 
"•nc  onWf'iV'nt  for  all. 

^'ofbTp'T  mo'"'^  thnn  ft  «fom  of  feir  bo  Tnn^Ti  tbe  more  }iirrTilv 
etormed.  and  bellowed,  and  provoked  hfm  fo  flsrht:  and  *^^ 
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this  time  thn  qtiarrel  hnd  attractofl  the  notice  of  the  snitors, 
who  with  loiifl  lanphterp  nnd  shoutinfr  eprsrot!  on  the  (lippnte: 
iind  W(]  Antinoua  swore  hy  nil  the  gof\»  it  should  he  a  hakle. 
and  that  in  that  hall  tho  strife  should  he  determined.  To 
this  tho  rest  of  thr  suitors  with  viojont  clamors  acceded,  nnd 
a  circle  was  made  for  the  comhnjnnts.  and  a'fat  jroaFwas  prjv 
T)osed  as  the  victor's  prize,  ps  at  the  Olympic  or  the  Pvthian 
pames.  Then  TTIvspos  seeirf  vo  remedy,  or  heinc  not  nnwil- 
linjr  that  the  suitors  shonld  hehoffl  some  proof  of  that 
strenirth  which  ere  loner  in  their  own  persons  thev  were  to 
taste  of,  stripped  himself,  and  prepared  for  the  comhat.  "Rnt 
f  rst  he  demnnded  thrit  he  should  hnve  fair  play  sliown  him ; 
that  none  in  t'^nt  nssemhlv  shonhT  nid  his  opoononf.  or  ffiVo 
part  ncrainsf  him.  for.*  heinc  an  old  man.  thev  miffht  eamlv 
crush  him  with  their  strengths.  And  Telomachns  passed  his 
word  thnt  no  fmil  pljiv  should  he  shor^n  h^m.,  hut  fhnt  ot^rh 
pnrtv  should  he  left  to  their  nvm  unassisted  strencrt.hs.  nnd  to 
this  he  mnde  Antinous  and  the  rest  of"  the  suitors  sw?ar. 

"Rut  whon  TTlvose<?  had  Inid  asido  his  crormr'nt^P.  and  wa" 
hi\ro  to  tho  wfiist.  nil  iho  hehnldor"  ndinired  at  the  coodlv 
sir^hf  of  his  lor<^o  shoulders,  hoip"'  of  such  exHT'if'ito  shnpe 
and  whiteness,  nnd  at  his  crrea*"  and  hrawnv  hosoin.  and  tho 
youthful  stroTirrtTi  which  seemed  to  remnin  in  a  mnn  thonsrht 

so  rt^c\  :  nUfT  t^ov  pnid.  **  W^uit  limhs  nrd  vrhflf  cinnw<;  ho  hi<5 '" 

nnd  oownrd  fenr  soi/od  on  the  mind  of  thnt.  rnst  heirr'nr  Trus. 
nud  V>e  dronped  his  threnfs.  nnd  hi**  hi^  words,  and  would  hnvo 
ffo(^,  Tmf  ToT'l  Antinon«5  stared  h?m.  nnd  throatoned  him  thet 
if  ho  doolipofl  the  comhnt.  he  would  put  him  in  n  shin,  nnd 
'nnd  Viim  on  tho  shores  who^o  Inn?  Tlohetus  roirmod.  jhp 
rou!i^o<!t  tvrnnt  which  at  thnt  time  t^e  world  contnined.  nn*'"' 
wlio  hnd  thnt  antipit^T  to  rnscnl  ho^r^nrs.  such  as  ho.  thaf 
whon  nn'<'  Inndofl  on  hia  roa«t  ho  would  oron  thoir  enrfl  nnd 
no5r.<!  nT>f?  rnvr>  t^em  to  tho  dojrs  to  tenr.  So  Tmc.  in  whom 
foor  of  Vingr  Fchotus  proYailed  nhove  the  fenr  of  "Flvsses.  nd- 
«1ro=sor!  Viimoolf  to  the  finrVif.  "Rrit  TTTvQses.  proroVed  fio  h«» 
onTOCror?  'n  so  odiou"  i  strifo  with  n  fellow  of  his  Vi^eo  conrti- 
fin^c.  nrid  lonfhTuT  lonrr  to  ho  mnde  n  cipnr'fnc^''  to  oT»foT4o'i 
fno  o'l-oo  of  his  foriQ.  witVi  one  Mow.  whip h  Vn  s*~moV  hitri  Tip- 
nnfifl-i  ^^^^  onr.  "O  shflttoTod  t^e  foofh  o'n<1  •fnT[iw>Ti«»  of  t^?«  cnori 
Knf^'"'  ooTrnrd  that  he  Inid  hfm  spr?^l?njr  5n  the  dn<yt.  wiff 
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Hiiali  btomacii  or  ability  to  renew  tlie  coutest.  Then  raisunf 
Itiiii  on  Im  feet,  lie  lud  liini  bleeding  and  sputtering  to  the 
uoor,  and  put  liia  stali  into  his  hand,  and  bade  him  go  use 
hid  command  upon  dogs  and  swine,  but  not  presume  himseii 
rA>  be  lord  of  the  gucaw  anoUxer  time,  nor  of  tlie  beggary  I 

The  Huitor«  applauded  in  tlieir  vain  minds  theSsue  of  the 
contest,  and  rioted  in  mirtli  at  tlie  expense  of  poor  Irus,  who 
thej,  vowed  should  be  Jortl.with  embarked,  and  sent  to  tlie  king 
Ik-'hetus;  and  they  bestowed  thanSs  on  Ulysses  for  ridding 
the  court  of  tliat  unsavory  morsel,  as  they  called  ium;  but 
•n  their  inward  souls  they  would  not  have  cared  if  Irus  had 
been  victor,  and  Ulysses  had  taken  the  foil,  but  it  was  mirth 
to  them  to  see  the  beggars  light.  In  such  pastimes  and  light 
^jntertalnments  the  day  wore  away. 

When  evening  w;us  come,  the  suitors  betook  themselves  to 
music  and  dancing.  And  Ulysses  leaned  his  back  against  a 
pillar  from  whicli  certain  lumps  hung  which  gave  light  to  the 
dancers,  and  he  made  show  of  watchLg  the  dancers,  but  very 
diJforent  thoughts  were  in  his  head.  And  as  he  stood  near 
the  lamps,  tlie  light  fell  upon  his  head,  which  waa  thin  of  hair 
and  bald,  as  an  old  man's.  And  Eurymaihus,  a  suitor,  tak- 
ing occasion  from  some  words  whicJi  were  spoken  before, 
scoffed,  and  said,  "  Now  1  know  for  a  certainty  that  some  god' 
lurks  mider  the  poor  and  beggarly  appearance  of  tliis  man- 
lor,  as  he  stands  by  the  lamps,  his  8leek~head  throws  beami 
around  it,  like  as  it  were  a  glory."  And  another  said,  "  He 
passes  his  time,  too,  not  much  unlike  the  gods,  lazily  living 
exempt  from  labor,  taking  offerings  of  men."  "  I  warrant, ' 
said  Eurymaxihus  again,  "  he  could  not  raise  a  fence  or  dig  a 
ditch  for  his  livolihood,  if  a  man  would  hire  him  to  work  in 
a  garden." 

"I  wis}),"  said  Ulyss<^3,  "  that  you  who  speak  this  and 
myself  were  to  be  tried  at  any  taskwork:  that  I  had  a  »^)od 
crooked  8C}ihe  put  in  my  hand,  that  was  sharp  and  strong, 
and  you  such  another,  whore  the  grass  grew  longest,  to  be  up 
by  daybreak,  mowing  the  meadows  till  the  sun  went  down,  not 
tasting  of  food  till  we  had  finished;  or  that  we  were  set  to 
plough.four  acre?  in  one  day  of  good  glebe  land,  to  see  whose 
furrows  were  evenest  and  cleanest;  or  that  we  might  hay<9 
one  ^rrwtling-bout  together;  or  tha*.  in  out  right  handa  a 
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jjuuU  slet'l-headud  lance  were  placed,  to  try  whose  blows  fell 
lieaviedt  aiTd  thicjcest  upon  me  adversary's  head-pieoe.  I 
would  cause  you  such  work  as  you  should  have  small  reason 
to  repruocii  me  witli  being  slack  at  work.  But  you  would 
do  well  to  spare  me  this  reproach^  and  to  save  your  strengtti 
till  tlie  owner  of  this  house  shall  return,  till  the  day  when 
Ulysses  shall  return,  when  returning  he  shall  enter  upon  his 
birthright." 

'i'his  wua  a  Killing  s'  >ech  to  those  suitors,  to  whom 
Ulysses's  return  was  indot  he  thing  wliich  they  most  dread- 
tid ;  and  a  sudden  fear  fel.  apon  their  souls,  as  if  they  were 
sensible  of  tl)e  leal  presence  of  tliat  man  who  did  indeed  stand 
ampngst  them,  but  not  in  that  form  as  they  might  know  him ; 
and  Eurymachiis,  incensed,  snatched  a  massy  cup  which  stood 
on  a  table  near  and  hurled  it  at  the  head  of  tite  supposed  bgg- 
gar,  and  but  narrowly  missed  the  hitting  of  liim;  and  all  the 
suitors  rose,  as  at"once,  to  thrust  hin?  out  of  the  hall,  which 
they  said  his  bcg^jfarly  presence  and  his  rude  speeches  had 
profaned.  But  Telemachus'  cried  to  them  to  forbear,  and 
not  to  presume  to  lay  hsinds  upon  a  wretched  man  to  whom 
lie  had  promised  protection.  Ho  asked  if  they  were  mad,  to 
mi.x  Riicli  abhorred  uproar  with  his  feasts.  He  bade  them 
take  thoir  foocT  and  their  wine,  to  ait  up  or  to  go  to  bed  at 
tlieir  frw  pleasxire,  so  long  as  ho  should  give  license  to  that 
fre(!(lom ;  but  wliy  should  tliey  abuse  his  banquet,  or  let  the 
words  which  a  poor  beggar  spake  have  power  to  move  their 
spleens  so  fiercely  ? 

Thoy  bit  their  lips  and  frowned  for  anger  to  be  checked 
so  by  a  youth ;  nevertheless  from  that  time  they  had  the  grace 
to  abstain,  either  for  shame,  or  that  Athene  had  infused  into 
tliom  a  terror  of  Ulysses's  son. 

So  that  day's  feast  was  concluded  without  oloodshed,  and 
the  suitors,  tirod  with  their  sports,  departed  aeverally  each 
man  to  his  apartjnent.  Only  Ulysses  and  Telemachus  re- 
mained. And  now  Telemachus,  by  his  father's  direction, 
went  and  brought  down  into  the  hall  armor  and  lances'fron? 
the  armgry ;  for  Ulysses  said,  "  On  the  morrow  we  sliall  hav^ 
need  of  them."  And  moreover  he  said,  "  If  any  oae  shall 
ask  why  you  have  taken  them  down,  say  it  is  to  clean  them 
end  scour  them  from  the  rost  which  thej  b«Te  gathered  tiaof 
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the  owner  of  this  Ivoiiac  went  for  Troy."  And  as  Telemachu* 
itood  by  the  armor,  the  lights  were  ail  gone  out,  aiid  it  wae 
pitch  dark,  and  the  armor  gave  out  glistening  bt'aras  as  of 
Ere,  and  he  said  to  biti  father,  "  Tiie  pilUws  of  the  house  are 
on  fire."  And  his  fatlier  said,  "  It  is  the  gods  who  sit  above 
the  stars,  and  have  power  to  make  the  night  as  light  ob  the 
day."  And  he  took  u  for  a  good  omen.  And  Telemachui 
fell  to  cleaning  and  sharpening  of  tlie  lances. 

Now  Ulysses  had  noi  seen  iiis  wife  Penelope  in  all  Uie 
time  since  hi<*  return;  for  the  queen  did  not  care  to  mingle 
with  the  suitors  at  their 'imnqiK-ts,  but,  as  .xcamo  one  that 
had  been  Ul^-sees's  wife,  k  }>t  much  in  private,  spinning  and 
doing  her  excellent  houscv. ifiries  amoug  her  n  vids  in  the  re- 
mote apartments  of  the  ]aUm.     Only  upo-i  solemn  days  she 
would  come  down  and  .-liow  lurBelf  to    the    suitors.     And 
riysees  was  filled  with  a  longing  'lesire  to  =eo  his  wife  again, 
whom  for  twenty  years  he  had  not,  hclicld,  a  ad  he  softly  stole 
tiirough  the  known  passages  of  his  beautiful  house,  till  he 
came  where  the  maids  were  lighting  the  queen  through    a 
eUiiely  gallery  that  led  to  the  chamber  where  »he  slept.    And 
when  the  maids  saw  UlyHj*c>=.  they  said :    "  It  is  the  beggar 
wHo  came  to  the  court  t/wlsu,  about  whom  all  that  uproar  wan 
stirred  up  in  the  hall :  what  does  he  here?"      But   Penelope 
gave  conunajidmont  that  he  sliould  be  brought  before  hep,  for 
she  said,  "  It  may  b^-  that  lie  lias  travelled,  and   ha«<  hoard 
something  concerning  Ulysses." 

Then  wa;'  Ulysses  right  glad  to  hear  himself  named  by 
hifi  queen,  to  find  himself  in  nowise  forgotten,  nor  her  great 
love  towardd  him  decayed  in  all  that  time  that  he  had  been 
away.  And  he  stood  before  h\s  quoen,  and  she  knew  him 
not  to  be  Ulysses,  but  supposed  that  he  had  been  some  poor 
traveller.     And  she  asked  him  of  what  country  he  was. 

Kc  told  her  (as  he  had  before  told  Eumseus)  that  he  wae 
a  C"'tan  bom,  and,  however  poor  and  cast  down  he  now 
seen.:  .1,  no  les.'^,  a  man  than  brother  <-o  Tdomeneu«.  who  wsa 
grindson  to  king  Minos;  and  thoii.rh  ho  now  wanted  bread, 
he  had  onw  had  it  in  his  powc*  to  feast  TT1ysfi('«.  Tlien  he 
feigned  how  Ul^-sses.  sailing  for  Troy,  was  forced  by  strese  of 
weather  to  put  his  fleet  in  at  a  port  of  Ci'ete,  where  for  twelve 
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days  he  was  his  guest,  and  entertained  by  him  with  all  be- 
fitting guest-ritea.  And  he  described  tlie  very  garments 
wluch  Ulysses  had  on,  by  which  Penelope  knew  he  had  seen 
her  lord. 

In  tliis  manner  Ulysses  told  his  wife  many  taleb  of  him- 
self, at  most  but  painting,  but  painting  so  near  to  the  life 
that  the  feeling  of  that  which  she  took  in  at  her  ears  became 
so  strong  that  the  kindly  tears  ran  down  her  fair  cheeks,  while 
8ho  thought  upon  her  lord,  dead  as  she  thought  him,  and 
heavily  mourned  the  loss  of  him  whom  she  missed,  whom  she 
could  not  find,  tliough  in  very  deed  he  stood  so  near  her. 

Ulysses  was  moved  to  see  her  weep,  but  he  kept  his  own 
eyes  dry  as  iron  or  horn  in  their  lids,  putting  a  bridle  upon 
his  stnjiig  passion,  that  it  should  not  issue  to  sight. 

Then  told  he  how  he  liad  lately  been  at  the  court  of  Thes- 
protia,  and  what  lie  had  learned  concerning  Ulysses  there,  in 
order  as  he  had  delivered  to  Eumaeus ;  and  Penelope  was  wont 
to  k^Iieve  that  there  miplit  be  a  pot^sibility  of  Ulysses  being 
alive,  and  she  said,  "  1  dreamed  a  dream  this  morning.  Me- 
thought  I  had  twenty  household  fowl  which  did  eat  wheat 
steeped  in  water  from  my  Iiand.  and  there  came  suddenly 
from  the  clouds  a  crook-beaked  hawk,  who  soused  on  them 
nnd  killed  them  all,  trussing  tlieir  necks;  then  took  his  flight 
back  up  to  the  clouds.  And  in  my  dream  methought  that  I 
wept  and  made  great  moan  for  my  fowls,  ajid  for  the  destruc- 
tion which  the  hawk  had  made;  and  my  maids  came  about 
me  to  comfort  me.  And  in  the  height  of  my  griefs  the  hawk 
came  bick.  and  lighting  upon  the  beam  of  my  chamber,  he 
said  to  me  in  a  man's  voice,  which  sounded  strangely  even 
in  my  dream,  to  hear  a  hawk  to  speak:  *  Be  of  good  cheer,' 
he  said,  *  O  daughter  of  Icarius!  for  this  is  no  dream  which 
tliou  hast  seen,  but  that  which  sliall  happen  to  thee  indeed. 
Those  household  fowl,  which  thon  lamontest  so  without  rea- 
son, are  the  suitors  who  devour  thy  substance,  even  as  thou 
P!iwf'.«t  the  fowl  eat  from  thy  hand ;  and  the  hawk  is  thy  hus- 
band, wlio  is  coming  to  give  death  to  the  suitors.'  And  I 
nwoko.  nnd  went  to  see  to  my  fowls  if  they  were  alive,  whom 
T  found  eatinc  wheat  from  their  troughs,  all  well  and  safe 
as  before  mv  dream.** 
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Then  said  Ulysses,  "  This  dream  can  endure  no  other  in- 
terpretation than  that  which  the  hawk  gave  to  it,  who  is  your 
lord,  and  who  is  coming  quickly  to  effect  all  that  his  words 

t(,ld  you." 

"Your  words,"  she  said,  "  my  old  guest,  are  so  sweet  that 
wo^jld  you  sit  and  please  me  with  your  speech,  my  ears  would 
never  let  my  eves  close  their  spheres  for  very  joy  of  your  dis- 
course ;  hut"  none  that  is  merely  mortal  can  live  without  the 
death  of  sleep,  so  the  gods  who  are  without  death  themselves 
have  ordained  it,  to  keep  the  memory  of  our  mortality  in  our 
minds,  while  we  experience  that  m  much  as  we  live  we  die 
every  day;  in  which  consideration  I  will  ascend  my  bed, 
whicli  T  have  nightly  watered  with  my  tears  since  he  that  was 
my  jov  departed  for  tliat  bad  city  "—she  so  speaking  because 
she  could  not  bring  hor  lips  to  nam?  the  name  of  Troy  so 
much  hated.  So  for  that  night  thoy  parted,  Penelope  to  her 
bed  and  THypsPS  to  his  son,  and  to  the  armor  and  the  lances 
in  the  hall,  where  they  sat  up  all  night  cleaning  and  watching 
by  the  armor. 

CHAPTER   X. 


Tttk  Madxesr  from  Above.  —The  Bow  of  TTltrses.— Tht? 
Slaughter.  —  The  Conclusion. 

When  daylight  appeared,  a  tumultuous  concourse  of  the 
suitors  again  filled  the  hall:  and  some  wondered,  and  some 
inquired  what  meant  that  glittering  store  of  armor  and  lances 
which  lay  in  heaps  by  the  entrv-  of  tbe  door ;  and  to  all  that 
asked  Telemachus  made  reply  that  he  had  caused  them  to  be 
taken  down  to  cleanse  ^hem  of  the  rust  and  of  the  stain  which 
thov  hnd  contracted  bv  lying  so  long  unused,  even  ever  since 
bis  father  went  for  Trov :  and  with  tbnt  answer  their  minds 
^Pi.p  pisiU-  satisfied.  So  to  their  feastim?  and  rain  rioting 
ajain  thcv  fell.  TTIvsso!.  bv  Telemacbus*s  order,  bad  a  seat 
and  a  mes"  assigned  him  in  the  doorwav,  and  be  bad  his  eye 
ever  on  the  lances.  And  it  moved  gall  ir.  some  of  the  great 
ones  there  present  to  have  tbeir  feast  still  dulled  with  the 
wwietv  of  that  wretehed  beggar,  as  they  deemed  him;  and 
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thev  reviled  and  spumed  at  him  with  their  feet  Only  then 
waa  one  Pliilsetius,  who  had  sometfiing  of  a  hettre  natuv  fhaa 
the  rost.  that  spake  kindly  to  him,  and  had  his  Afre  in  respect. 
He.  comincr  up  to  Ulysses,  took  him  hy  the  hand  with  a  kind 
of  fnar.  as  if  touched  exceedingly  with  imajrination  of  his 
^reflt  worth,  and  said  thus  to  him:  "Hail,  fattier  ttranger! 
mv  hrows  have  sweat  to  see  the  injuries  which  vou  have  re- 
ceived :  and  mv  eves  have  hroke  forth  in  tears  when  I  have 
onlv  thoijcht,  that,  such  heine  often-times  the  lot  of  worthiest 
men  to  this  nlijrht  TTlvsses  may  he  reduced,  and  that  he  now 
mav  wnndpr  from  place  to  place  as  vou  do:  for  such,  who  are 
rornpolled  hv  n^ed  to  ranjre  here  and  there,  and  have  no  firm 
hnmn  to  fix  their  feet  upon.  Ood  keeps  them  in  this  earth,  as 
nn'Vr  wnter:  so  are  thev  kept  down  and  depressed.  And  a 
dark  thrvad  is  somefimos  spun  in  the  fatos  of  Vings."  . 

At  this  hare  likeninf  of  the  hegsrar  to  TTlvsses,  Athene 
from  ho'^vort  mado  thp  suitors  for  foolish  iov  to  po  mad,  and 
rnnopri  them  to  suoh  a  Inuffhter  as  would  never  stop:  thev 
lauorhpd  without  power  of  ceasing:  their  eves  stood  full  of 
tenr«  fnr  violent  iovs.     But  fears  and  horrihle  miasrivings  buc- 
rorded :  ond  one  amouor  fhem  stood  up  and  prophesied :  "  Ah. 
wroVh^c!"  ho  snid    «  ./hat  madness  from  heaven  has  seized 
von    thnf  V011  pan  liueh?  see  vou  not  that  vour  meat  drops 
Mood'  fl  nifrht.  like  the  nieht  of  death,  wraps  vou  ahout;  vou 
oVrJoV  wUhout  krowinjr  it:  vour  eves  thrust  forth  tears;  the 
Rxpd  walls,  and  tho  heam  that  hears  the  whole  house  up,  fall 
Moo,1 .  (rTiosts  rhoVp  UP  the  entrv:  full  is  the  hall  with  appari- 
tions nf  murdered  men  :  under  vour  f(^i  is  hell :  the  sun  falls 
fT-om   ^povon.   audit   i«  midnirM  nf  nnnn.*'.    But.  like  men. 
whom   fho  (rods  had   inf»hi«ted  to  their    destruction,    thev 
moc'-<^d  fif  his  fears:  ^nd  "Rnrvmarhus  said.  "This  man  is 
o„-oT-  m<,fl-  condrnt  him   forth   into  the  market-place:  set 
Vim  in  fho  light:  for  he  dreims  that  'tis  niffht  within    the 
houofl.** 

Bnf  Theoc^^-memis  ^for  fh«if  was  the  Tirnphet's  uame>. 
«'Vo-.  Athene  had  PT'^rr^  with  a  nrophetic  spirit,  that  he! 
foT-eq«/^;".r  mio-Vf  fl^ni'l  f^e  destruction  which  awaited  them, 
„r^«T,"^r.or^  nT>^  snid.  **  "Pu'';'maehus  T  will  not  require  a  miide 
of  ti.oo .  fo"  T  hnvr  ovps  und  ears,  the  use  of  hoth  mv  feet,  and 
ft  nane  mind  within  me :  and  with  these  T  will  p>  forth  of  the 
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doors,  oecause  I  know  the  imminent  evils  which  await  all  you 
that  stay,  by  reason  of  this  poor  guest  who  is  a  favorite  with 
all  the  gods."  So  saying,  he  turned  his  back  upon  those  in- 
hospitable men,  and  went  away  home,  and  never  returned  to 
the  palace. 

These  words  which  he  spoke  were  not  unheard  by  Tele- 
machus,  who  kept  still  his  eye  upon  his  father,  eixpecting  fer- 
vently when  he  would  give  the  sign  which  was  to  precede  the 
slaughter  of  the  suitors. 

They,  dreaming  of  no  such  thing,  fell  sweetly  to  their 
dinner,  as  joying  in  the  great  store  of  banquet  which  was 
heaped  in  full  tables  about  them;  but  there  reigned  not  a 
bitterer  banquet  planet  in  all  heaven  than  that  which  hung 
over  them  this  day  by  secret  destination  of  Athene. 

There  was  a  bow  which  TTlysses  left  when  he  went  for 
Troy.  Tt  had  lain  bv  since  that  time,  out  of  use  and  un- 
Btrung,  for  no  man  had  strength  to  draw  that  bow,  save 
TTlysses.  So  it  had  remained,  as  a  monument  of  the  great 
ptrength  of  its  master.  This  bow,  with  the  quiver  of  arrows 
belonging  thereto.  Telemachus  had  brought  down  from  tihe 
armory  on  the  last  nicrht  along  with  the  lances :  and  now 
Athene,  intendinar  to  do  Ulyssps  an  honor,  put  it  into  the 
mind  of  Telemachus  to  propose  to  the  suitors  to  try  who  was 
strongest  to  draw  that  how;  and  he  promised  that  to  the  man 
who  should  he  able  to  draw  that  bow  his  mother  should  be 
given  in  marriagrc — TTlvsscs*s  wife  the  prize  to  him  who  should 
bond  the  bow  of  TTlvsses. 

Th<>To  was  Great  strife  and  emulation  stirred  up  among 
the  suitors  at  thosp  words  of  the  prince  Telemachus.  And 
to  crare  hPT  son's  wordp.  and  to  confirm  the  nnomiso  which 
he  had  made,  Penelope  came  and  showed  herself  that  day  to 
the  sni^rs:  and  Athen<»  made  her  that  she  appeared  never 
so  comelv  in  their  sicht  as  on  that  dav.  and  they  were  in- 
flamed with  the  hftholdincr  of  so  mnch  heautr,  proposed  as 
the  price  of  so  great  manhood ;  and  thev  cried  out  that  if  all 
those  hp^oes  who  sailed  to  Polchis  for  the  rich  purchase  of  the 
crol  den -fleered  ram  had  seen  earth's  richer  prize,  Penelope, 
thev  would  not  have  made  their  vovage,  but  would  have 
vowed  their  valors  and  their  lives  to  her,  for  she  was  at  all 
parts  f anltlesf. 
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And  she  said.  **  TJic  gods  have  taken  my  beauty  from  me, 
pince  my  lord  went  for  Troy."  But  Telemachus  willed  his 
mother  to  depart  and  not  be  present  at  that  conteet;  for  he 
paid,  "  It  may  be,  some  rougher  strife  shall  chance  of  this 
than  may  be  expedient  for  a  woman  to  .vitness."  And  she 
retired,  alie  and  her  maids,  and  loft  tihe  hall. 

Then  the  bow  was  brought  into  the  midst,  and  a  mark 
was  set  up  by  prince  Telemachus;  and  lord  Antinous,  as  the 
fhiof  among  the  suitors,  had  the  first  offer;  and  he  took  the 
how.  and,  fitting  an  arrow  to  the, string,  he  strove  to  bend 
it,  but  not  with  all  his  might  and  main  could  he  once  draw 
iogetlier  tiie  erds  of  that  tough  bow ;  and  when  he  found  how 
\ain  a  thing  it  was  to  endeavor  to  draw  XJlysae*'*  bow.  he 
desisted,  blushinir  for  riktmr  and  for  mere  waffr.  Th«i 
Eurymnchus  advenjTrped,  but  with  no  better  success;  but  •■  it 
hnd  torn  the  hands  o'  Antinous.  so  did  the  bow  tear  and 
strnin  his  hands,  an>l  marred  his  delicate  fingers,  yet  could 
he  not  once  stir  the  string.  Then  called  he  to  the  attendants 
to  bring  fat  and  unc'.umis  matter,  which  melting  at  the  fire, 
he  dipped  the  bow  thfTein.  thinking  to  supple  it  and  make  it 
more  plia?ble ;  but  not  with  all  the  helps  of  art  could  he  suc- 
ceed in  making  it  move,  .\fter  him  Liodes,  and  Amphino- 
miis.  and  Polyb;:s,  and  Eurynomus,  and  Polyctorides  essayed 
their  strength  ;  bu :  not  any  one  of  them,  or  of  the  rest  of 
thoso  nspirinsr  "suitors,  had  any  better  luck;  yet  not  the  mean- 
ofst  of  them  there  but  thought  himself  well  worthv  of  TTlvssrs'p 
wifo.  though  to  ehcr,;,  with  TTlysses's  bow  the  completest  cham- 
pion nmong  them  was  by  proof  found  too  feeble. 

Then  TTlyssps  prared  that  he  misrht  havo  Vavo  to  try;  and 
immodiatelv  a  clamor  was  raised  amrmg  the  suitors,  because 
of  his  petition,  and  they  scorrwd  and  swelled  with  rage  at  his 
preisumption.  ar^d  that  a  beggsrr  shonld  BRpk  tn  contend  in  a 
game  of  wicli  noble  mastery.  But  Telemachus  ordeT«!d  that 
the  bow  should  be  given  him.  and  that  he  should  have  leave 
to  trv.  since  thev  had  failed  ;  "  for,"  he  said,  "  the  how  is  mine, 
to  give  or  to  withhold  ;**  and  none  dnrst  gainsav  the  prince. 

Then  TTlvssec  gave  a  sicm  to  his  son.  and  he  commanded 
the  doors  of  the  hall  to  be  made  fast,  and  all  wondered  at  his 
words,  hut  none  could  divine  the  cause.  And  TTlvsses  took 
\he  bow  in  his  hand*,  and  before  he  essayed  to  hmii  ft,  he 
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surveyed  it  at  all  parts,  to  see  whether  by  long  lying  b^  it 
had  contracted  any  stilEness  which  hindered  the  drawing; 
uud  as  he  was  busied  in  the  curious  surveying  of  his  bow, 
some  of  the  suitors  mocked  him,  and  said,  "  Past  doubt  this 
uian  is  a  right  cunning  archer,  and  knows  hie  cralt  well.  {See 
how  he  turns  it  over  and  over,  and  looks  into  it,  as  if  he  could 
see  tlirougli  the  wood !"  And  others  said,  "  We  wish  some 
cne  would  tell  out  gold  iuto  our  laps  but  for  so  long  a  time 
as  he  shall  be  in  drawing  of  that  string."  But  when  he  had 
fpent  some  little  time  in  making  proof  of  the  bow,  and  had 
found  it  to  be  in  good  plight,  like  as  a  harper  in  tuning  of  his 
harp  draws  out  a  string,  witli  such  ease  or  much  more  did 
Ulysses  draw  to  the  head  the  string  of  his  own  tough  bow, 
and  in  letting  of  it  go,  it  twanged  with  such  a  shrill  noise  as 
a  swallow  makes  when  it  sings  through  the  air;  which  so 
much  amazed  the  suitors  that  their  colors  came  and  went, 
and  tlie  skies  gave  out  a  noise  of  thunder,  which  at  heart 
cheered  UIvhscs,  for  he  knew  that  now  his  long  labors  by  tha 
disposal  of  the  fates  drew  to  an  lind.  Then  fitted  he  an  arrow 
to  the  bow,  and  drawing  it  to  tlie  head,  he  sent  it  right  to  the 
mark  which  the  prince  liad  set  up.  Wliich  done,  he  said  to 
Telemachus,  "  You  have  got  no  disgrace  yet  by  your  guest, 
for  I  have  struck  the  mark  I  shot  at,  and  gave  myself  no  such 
trouble  in  teasing  th'>  bow  with  fat  and  fire  as  these  men  did, 
liut  liavo  made  proof  tlial  my  strength  is  not  impaired,  nor 
my  age  so  weak  and  coiitemj)tih]e  as  these  were  pleased  to 
think  it.  I'nit  come,  the  day  going  down  calls  us  to  supper; 
pfter  which  succeed  poem  and  harp,  and  all  delights  which 
use  to  crown  ])'Mncely  banquctings." 

So  saying,  lie  beckoned  to  his  son,  who  straight  girt  his 
Hword  to  his  side,  and  took  one  of  tlie  lances  (of  which  there 
ky  great  store  from  the  armory)  in  his  liand,  and  armed  at 
■ill  points  iidvanrrd  towards  his  father. 

The  upjior  rags  wliich  Ulysses  wore  fell  from  his  shoul- 
der, and  his  own  kinirly  likeness  returned,  when  he  rushed 
to  tlie  great  hall  door  with  bow  and  quiver  full  of  shafts, 
whicli  down  at  his  fei^t  he  poured,  and  in  hitter  words  pre- 
Fignified  his  deadly  intent  to  the  suitors.  "Thus  far,"  he 
said,  "this  contest  has  been  dwided  harmless:  now  for  na 
Uiere  rests  another  mark,  harder  to  hit,  but  which  mv  handf 
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shall  essay  notwithstanding,  if  Phoebus,  god  of  archers,  be 
pleased  to  give  me  the  mastery."  With  that  he  let  fly  a  dead- 
ly arrow  at  Antinous,  which  pierced  him  in  the  throat,  as  he 
was  in  the  act  of  lifting  a  cup  of  wine  to  his  mouth.  Amaze- 
ment seized  the  suitors,  as  their  great  champion  fell  dead,  and 
they  raged  highly  against  Ulysses,  and  said  that  it  should 
prove  the  dearest  shaft  which  he  ever  let  fly,  for  he  had  slain 
a  man  whose  like  breathed  not  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom; 
and  they  flew  to  their  arms,  and  would  have  seized  the  lances, 
but  Athene  struck  them  with  dimness  of  sight  that  they  went 
erring  up  and  down  the  hall,  not  knowing  where  to  find  them. 
Yet  so  infatuated  were  they  by  the  displeasure  of  heaven  that 
they  did  not  see  the  imminent  peril  which  impended  over 
them ;  but  every  man  believed  that  this  accident  had  happened 
beside  the  intention  of  the  doer.  Fools !  to  think  by  shutting 
their  eyes  to  evade  destiny,  or  that  any  other  cup  remained 
for  them  but  that  which  their  great  Antinous  had  tasted  I 

Then  Ulysses  revealed  himself  to  all  in  that  presence,  and 
that  he  was  the  man  whom  they  held  to  be  dead  at  Troy, 
whose  palace  they  had  usurped,  whose  wife  in  his  lifetime 
they  had  sought  in  impious  marriage,  and  that  for  this  reason 
destruction  was  come  upon  them.  And  he  dealt  his  deadly 
arrows  among  them,  aiid  there  was  no  avoiding  him,  nor 
escaping  from  his  horrid  person ;  and  Telemachus  by  his  side 
plied  them  thick  with  those  murderous  lances  from  which 
there  was  no  retreat,  till  fear  itself  made  them  valiant,  and 
danger  gave  tiiem  eyes  to  unrlerstand  the  perU.  Then  they 
which  had  swords  drew  them,  and  some  with  shields,  that 
could  find  them,  and  pf^rr.r.  witli  tai>lco  and  benches  snatched 
up  in  haste,  rose  in  a  mass  to  overwhelm  and  crush  those  two : 
>et  they  singly  bestirred  themselves  like  men,  and  defended 
"themselves  against  tfiat  great  host;  and  through  tables, 
shields,  and  all,  right  through,  the  arrows  of  Ulysses  clove, 
and  the  irresistible  lances  of  Telemachus;  many  lay  dead, 
and  all  had  wounda.  And  Athene,  in  the  likeness  of  a  bird, 
sat  upon  the  beam  which  went  across  the  hall,  clapping  her 
wings  with  a  fearful  noise:  and  sometimes  the  great  bird 
would  fly  among  them,  cuffing  at  the  swords  and  at  the  lances, 
\nd  up  and  down  the  hall  would  go,  beating  her  wings,  and 
troubling  everything,  that  it  was  frightful  to  behold;  it 
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frayed  the  blood  from  tlie  cheeks  of  those  heaven-hated  suit- 
ore.  But  to  Ulysses  and  hia  son  she  appeared  in  her  own 
divine  similitude,  with  her  snakejrin^d  sliield,  a  goddesM 
armed,  iiglitiug  their  battles.  Nor  did  that  dreadful  pair 
desist  till  Uiey  had  laid  all  their  foes  at  their  feet.  At  their 
feet  they  lay  in  shoals :  like  fishes  when  the  fishermen  break 
up  their  nets,  so  they  lay  gating  and  sprawling  at  the  feet  of 
Ulyaecfl  and  his  son.  And  Ulysses  remefiibered  tlie  predic- 
tion of  Tiresias,  which  said  that  he  was  to  perish  by  his  own 
giiests,  unless  he  slew  thotje  who  knew  him  not. 

Then  certain  of  the  queen's  household  went  up,  and  told 
Penelope  what  had  happened ;  and  how  hear  lord  Ulysses  was 
come  homo,  and  had  slain  the  suitors.  Birt  ihe  gave  no  heed 
to  their  words,  but  thou«,'lit  that  some  frenzy  poMessed  them, 
or  that  tiiey  mocked  her;  for  it  is  the  property  "of  such  ex- 
tremes of  sorrow  as  she  had  felt  not  to  believe  when  any 
great  joy  cometli.  And  she  rated  and  chid  them  exceejjingly 
for  troubling  her.  But  they  the  more  persisted  in  their  as- 
severations of  the  truth  of  what  they  had  affirmed ;  and  some 
of  them  had  seen  the  slaughtered  bodies  of  the  suitors  dragged 
forth  of  the  hall.  And' they  said,  "That  poor  guest  whom 
you  talked  with  last  night  was  Ulysses."  Then  she  was  yet 
more  fuUv  persuaded  that  they  mocked  her,  and  she  wept. 
But  they  "said,  '^This  thing  is  true  which  we  have  told.  We 
sat  within,  in  an  inner  room  in  the  palace,  and  the  doors  of 
the  hall  were  shut  on  us.  but  we  heard  tlie  cries  and  the  groans 
of  tlie  men  that  wore  killed,  but  saw  nothing,  till  at  length 
vonr  son  called  to  us  to  come  in,  and  entering  we  saw  Ulysses 
'standing  in  the  midst  of  the  slaughtered."  But  she,  per- 
sisting in  her  unbdioT,  said  that  it  was  some  god  wh.ich  had 
deceived  them  to  think  it  was  the  person  of  Ulysses. 

Bv  this  time  Tclemachus  and  his  father  had  cleansed 
their  hands  from  the  slaughter,  and  were  come  to  where  the 
queen  was  talking  wit li  those  of  her  household ;  and  when  she 
paw  Ulv?ses,  she  stood  niotioiiless,  and  had  no  power  to  speak, 
fniddon  surpri^jo  and  joy  and  fear  and  many  passions  oo  strove 
within  her.  Sometimes  she  was  clear  that  it  was  her  husband 
that  she  srrw.  and  sometimes  the  alte^gtion  which  twentv 
vears  had  made  in  his  person  (yet  that  was  not  much)  per- 
plexed her  that  she  knew  not  what  to  think,  and  for  joy  sine 
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could  not  believe,  and  yet  for  joy  she  would  not  but  believe; 
and,  above  all,  that  sudden  change  from  a  beggar  to  a  king 
troubled  her,  and  wrought  uneaay  scruples  in  her  mind.  But 
Teleniachus,  seeing  her  8trangene88,'^lame<l  her,  and  called 
her  an  ujigentle  and  tyrannous  mother;  and  said  that  sht 
showed  a  too  great  curiouiineas  of  modesty  to  abstain  from 
embracing  his  father,  anTl  to  have  doubts  of  his  person,  when 
to  all  pregent  it  was  evident  that  he"  was  the  ver/  real  and 
true  Ulyssos. 

Then  she  mistrusted  no  longer,  but  ran  and  fell  upon 
Ulj-sses's  neck,  antfsaid,  "  Let  not  my  husband  be  angry,  that 
I  hold  off  so  long  with  strange  delays;  it  is  the  gods,  who 
severing  us  for  so  long  a  time,  have  caused  this  unseemly  dis- 
tance in  me.  If  Menelaus's  wife  had  used  hall  my  caution, 
she  would  never  have  taken  so  freely  to  a  stranger;  ancTshe 
might  have  spared  us  all  these  plagues  which  have  come  upon 
us  through  her  shameless  deed.** 

These  words  with" which  Penelope  excused  herself  wrought 
more  affection  in  Ulysses  than  if  upon  a  first  sight  she  had 
given  up  herself  implicitly  to  his  embraces;  and  he  wept  for 
joy  to  possa<5s  a  wife  so  discreet,  so  answorinpf  to  his  own  staid 
mind,  that  hiul  a  depth  of  wit  proportioned  to  his  own,  and 
oiw  that  held  chaste  virtue  at  so  liTgh  a  price.  And  he 
tliought  the  possession  of  such  a  one  cheaply  purqjiased  with 
the  loss  of  all  Circe'H  delights  and  Oal>'pso'8  immojtality  of 
joys ;  and  hi^  lonjr  labors  and  his  severe  sufferings  past  seemed 
as  nothiup,  low  they  were  crowned  with  the  presence  of  his 
virtuous  and  true  wif  Penelopt-  And  a^  sad  men  at  sea, 
whose  ship  has  gone  to  pieces  nigl^  %ore,  swimming  for  their 
lives,  all  drenched  in  foam  aiirl  brine,  crawl  up  to  some  poor 
patch  of  land,  which  they  take  pose^ion  of  with  as  great  a 
ioy  as  if  they  had  the  world  given  them  in  fee,  with  such  de- 
light did  this  chaste  wife  cling  to  her  lord  res^red,  and  once 
again  elnsp  a  living  Ulyssee. 

So  from  that  time  the  land  had  rest  from  the  suitors. 
And  the  happy  Tthacans  with  songs  and  solgmn  sacrifices  of 
praise  to  the  uods  celebrated  the  return  of  ITlvf^ses ;  "for  ho 
that  liad  l)een  so  long  absent  wm  returned  to  wreak  the  evil 
upon  the  heads  of  the  dog rs ;  in  the  place  where  they  had  done 
the  evil,  there  unnQfiked  he  Ms  veugiguioe  upon  theoou 


